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ADAM C WILES 
Quality Carpentry and Building 

Established 30 Years 

All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken 

Internal Alterations and Extensions 

Withyham, East Sussex 

Telephone:01892 770554    Mobile:0781 8434506 

wilesbuild@sky.com 

 

 
 

  

Dave Spillard 
Plastering Contractor 

All types of plastering, screeding 

and outside finishes undertaken 
Greenfields, Five Ash Down, 

Nr Uckfield TN22 3AH 

Tel: 01825 733335 

Mob: 07751404931 

www.davespillard.com 

 

CHAIR CANING, 

RUSHING, 

SEAGRASS WORK 
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE  
PARCELL 

1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 
Hartfield, TN7 4EX 
Tel: 01892 770764 

Frank A Rhodes 
BUILDERS 

HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full Service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile 07811 588291 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 
A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, 

serving  
Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce.  
01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk 



 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 
TEL 01342 850559     FAX 01342 850981     EMAIL 

COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK 

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens 

and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  

Covering all types of building work. 

  

 

An award-winning independent agent 
providing residential sales, lettings and 

property management. 

With 11 offices across Kent, Surrey, 
Sussex and London we can provide 

maximum exposure for your property. 

Please contact  

FOREST ROW 01342 824824 or 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 515670 

to arrange a FREE market appraisal 

View all our properties at 

www.howardcundey.com 

http://www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk/


THE PARISH OF 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM 

With ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM 

Priest in Charge: Position Vacant   01892 770976 

The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA 

Churchwarden: Mr Richard Carden   01342 822491 

Cat Street House, Upper Hartfield, TN7 4DP 

Churchwarden Mr Antony Cumberland  01892 864347 

  Woodmead, Orchard Rise, Groombridge, Kent, TN3 9RX 

Sexton & Verger Mr John Collins    01892 662389  

9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough TN6 1JG  

Licensed Reader: Mrs Elizabeth Parish  01892 864989 

6 Lynwood, Groombridge TN3 9LX 

Licensed Reader: Mr Donald Yonge   07872529740 

Organist: Mrs Sue Stone GRSM ARCM DipEd 01892 770978 

Deputy Organist: Peter Ellefsen BSc CEng MIEE 01892 653965 

Bell Tower Captain: Rosemary Russell   01892 610659 

WITHYHAM & BLACKHAM PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Anne Barker,   01892 661393 

Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough TN6 1UU 

Asst. Treasurer: Mrs Pauline Cremer   01892 663469 

Pembury, Myrtle Road, Crowborough, TN6 1EY 

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Gilly Halcrow    01892 770607 

Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield, TN7 4DJ 

Child Protection Officer: Mr Donald Yonge  07872529740 

ALL SAINTS REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs Sue Schooling      01892 740397 

Mr Tony Heath OBE     01892 740577 

Miscellaneous Representatives 

Withyham Flower Guild:  Jill Pardey  01892 661882 

Blackham Flowers:   Sue Schooling  01892 740397 

Withyham Altar Linen  Diane Pedder  01892 770240 

Withyham Church Caretakers: Diana Muckleston 01892 864410 

     Diane Pedder  01892 770240 

Chichester Cathedral Link Rep: Sheila Jones  01892 864117 

Website: www.withyhamchurch.org 

http://www.withyhamchurch.org/


1. 

CHURCH CALENDAR – OCTOBER 2015 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM 
Thursday 1

st
 October10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 4
th 

October   Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
 

 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 8
th

  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 11
th

    Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 9.45 a. m. Family Service 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 15
th

  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 18
th

    Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 22
nd

  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 25
th

     Twenty first Sunday after Trinity 

    Bible Sunday 

 09.45 a.m.  Family Service 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Wednesday 28
th

 5.30 p.m. The choir of St Michael & All Angels will 

be singing Evensong in Chichester Cathedral (See Magazine for details) 

Thursday 29
th

  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 1
st
 Nov   All Saints Day

 

 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

 6.30 p.m. All Souls Service 

Thursday 5
th

 Nov  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 8
th

 Nov   Remembrance Sunday 

PARISH REGISTERS September 
St Michael & All Angels, Withyham 
On Saturday 5th the wedding took place of Carl Scrace and Alison Cook. 

On Sunday 6th the baptism took place of Evie Margaret Extence daughter of 

Lynsey Rabson and Philip Extence 

On Friday 11
th
 the funeral took place of William Turner aged 89 followed by 

cremation at the Tunbridge Wells Crematorium. 

On Saturday 19
th
 the memorial service took place for Charles Alan Wood aged 98 

On Tuesday 22
nd

 the funeral took place of Georgina Dorothy Mitchell aged 90, 

followed by interment in the churchyard. 

All Saints, Blackham 
On Saturday 5th the wedding took place of David Philip Simms and Kerry Lois 

Russell. 
  



2. 

LETTER FROM THE RECTORY 
We are all immensely grateful to Elizabeth Parish and Donald Yonge, who have 

volunteered to contribute monthly pieces to fill this page every month. 

Who do you think you are? 
"Who do you think you are?" is a popular television programme 

tracing people's ancestors, and the majority of them discover that they 

have come from all corners of the world - as have probably many of our 

ancestors.  I know that long ago my family came from Holland and Ireland 

- to name but the two that I know about!  

This island country of ours has a long history of immigration – 

stretching far back before the Romans.  Most of these people have brought 

skills – many of which were unknown and have subsequently enriched our 

land, it's prosperity, and its culture. 

Jesus in answer to a lawyer's question: "Which is the greatest 

commandment?" replied "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and 

love your neighbour as yourself".  The lawyer persisted: "Who is my 

neighbour?"  Then Jesus went on to tell the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

– saying that anyone in need was his neighbour.  Those who were 

expected to help the badly injured man did nothing and walked by on the 

other side.  It was the unexpected man, the Samaritan, who helped – who 

took him to an inn and paid for him to recover his health and strength.  

"Go and do likewise!"  Jesus commanded the lawyer. 

Are the leaders of our European (and indeed the world) nations 

walking by on the other side? 

Many of the refugees, exiles and migrants are seeking peace, safety 

and a home and a chance to work – free from violence, killings and 

warfare.  Many have skills and professions – such as engineering, 

teaching, building, medical, and business – to name but a few.  They, too, 

could enrich nations – including our own. 

Every act of love and goodness is as a flame of light and of the 

love of God – overcoming a little more of the evil in this dark world of 

ours.  May our nation not be seen as walking by on the other side but be 

seen as a light in the world. 

Every blessing, 

Elizabeth Parish 
  



3. 

Churchwardens Notes – August 
The Flower Festival over the August Bank Holiday weekend was an 

immense success.  The whole church and belfry were bedecked with wonderfully 

imaginative arrangements depicting nursery rhymes and children’s hymns, the 

theme being "Bless the Children".  The event was very well attended and from the 

amount received by way of donations, a very substantial sum, after expenses was 

handed to the treasurer towards church funds.  We are very grateful for the efforts of 

many people, too numerous to be named individually, who helped stewarding the 

event or serving refreshments.  And, of course, a huge thank you to all those 

involved in the production of the beautiful floral arrangements.  Our thanks also to 

everyone who attended and for their generous donations. 

The advertisement for a new rector (for the text, see below) has now been 

placed in the Church Times, and we have been advised by the Archdeacon that an 

encouraging number of enquiries have been received.  We are hopeful that some of 

these may result in applications for the position, and we are waiting to hear further 

in the near future. 

In the likelihood that a new Rector will not be appointed before Christmas, 

we are endeavouring to find a priest to take the Christmas services.  This may mean 

changes to our usual Christmas timetable.  We will keep you informed nearer the 

time. Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland 
 

Diocese of Chichester  Rotherfield Deanery 
Benefice of St Michael and All Angels Withyham with All Saints Blackham 

A lively, stimulating and articulate Incumbent (House for Duty) is sought by 

Earl De La Warr as Patron and the Bishop of Chichester for this ‘middle of the 

road’, traditional Anglican parish in rural East Sussex.  The successful candidate 

will have a heart for mission and outreach and will 

 seek to grow and nurture the congregation both in number and spirituality,  

 lead in building up the worshipping community and, as a visible presence, 

will reach out to the wider village community,  

 place a proper emphasis both on the provision of traditional forms of worship 

and on enhancing the church’s ministry to families and young people,  

 be an accessible and compassionate pastor, an able teacher and a preacher of 

recognised calibre who relates to all ages. 

The fine Georgian rectory, in an idyllic setting, is adjacent to the parish church.  

Full details available from Ven Philip Jones, Archdeacon of Hastings, 

The Archdeaconry, High Street, Maresfield TN22 2EH 

01825 763326 or archhastings@chichester.anglican.org 

Completed applications to be sent to both: 

The Patron at Buckhurst Park, Withyham, Sussex TN7 4BL 

and to the Bishop of Chichester, The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 

Enhanced DBS disclosure required.  Closing date: 16 October 2015 

mailto:archhastings@chichester.anglican.org


4. 

ARTHUR & HAZEL HARRIS 
Invite you to 

A COFFEE MORNING 
From 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon 

On Wednesday 4
th
 November 

At Pine Lodge, Beacon Gardens, Crowborough 

There will be Christmas Cards and small gifts on sale 

Proceeds will go to St Michael and All Angels Church, Withyham 

 

EVENSONG IN CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 
The Choir of St Michael’s Church will be singing Evensong in Chichester 

Cathedral at 5.30 p.m. on Wednesday 28
th
 October. 

The choir welcomes as much support as possible. 
A coach has been booked for the choir plus friends and supporters.  The 

coach will be picking up passengers at Waitrose in Crowborough at 10.45 a.m. 

and at the Dorset Arms, Withyham at 11.00 a.m. 

Tickets for the coach are £16.00 per person and can be obtained from Tom 

Wild.  There is a list will full details on the table at the back of the church and 

Tom (tel 01892 653957) will be pleased to answer any queries that you may have. 

Visitors will be allowed to sit in the choir stalls next to the choir. 

The coach will be leaving Chichester at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Is anyone prepared to edit (or co-edit) the Parish Magazine? 
It has been a very rewarding experience editing this magazine. 

I have done it for a number of years and I have enjoyed every minute. 

Is there out there someone who feels the challenge of editorial duty and would be 

willing to take my place?  Please contact me,  

Richard Pardey 01892 661882 or richard.pardey@talk21.com 

 

ANNUAL NSPCC AUTUMN FAIR 
Wednesday 7 October 

Barnsgate Manor Vineyard  Entry £2.50. 
The Fair starts at 10.30 a.m. until 3.30 p.m.  

Refreshments are available and there is ample parking. 

  



5. 

WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
We had a wonderful day at Parham House on the 6

th
 September.  It was 

warm and sunny and we had a lovely garden and park to see along with the 

splendid house which was full of history and very well presented.   

Of course then it was all go to organise the Autumn Show on the following 

weekend.  As usual, this was excellent.  We had a lovely show of exhibits but it 

was a shame that more people did not come and enjoy the show and the cream teas. 

Our next event will be the Quiz on Friday the 16
th

 October.  This will 

take place at the Kings Hall, Withyham 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.  The cost will be 

£8.00 per head which will include a two-course supper.  Bring your own 

drinks and we will supply glasses.  This will be a fund raising event so please 

come along and support us.  If you would like a table, please ring either me on 

01892 661940 or Helen on 01892 771044.  You can also email at 

whswithyham@gmail.com. 

Gardening Tips for this month are:  1. Get rid of all the summer bedding 

into the compost and replant with pansies, viola’s ornamental cabbages, cyclamen, 

late flowering asters and chrysanthemums.  2.  Remove lawn weeds now that the 

lawn is not growing so much try and take out all dandelion roots, replacing them 

with soil/grass seed mix, before raking it in.  Give the lawn an autumn burst with a 

liquid feed, avoiding the use of spring feed as this will make it grow! 3.  Bring into 

the greenhouse plants that require a little cover over winter, water at the base of the 

plants to reduce the risk of grey mould.  Clean glass in greenhouse to increase light 

levels.    4. Pick apples this month.  To make sure they are ripe gently twist and lift 

and they should come off easily.  Store the fruit in a cool dark place on a rack if 

possible to let the air circulate around them ensuring that no two fruits are touching 

to prevent the spread of any rot.   

We look forward to seeing you at the Quiz Night and thank you all for the 

support this year at our two shows. 

 Val Edwards (Secretary 01892 661940) 

It's (nearly) Panto Time!  OH YES IT IS!! 

This year's Panto will be  

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK. 
Performances Friday 8th and Saturday 9th January 2016 

Actors, Singers, Acrobats, Back-Stage crew.... Wherever your talent 

lies, we want to meet you.  All ages welcome to join in the fun. 

Between 7.00 to 9.00 p.m. on Wednesday 25th November 

Please come to our AUDITIONS at the Kings’ Hall 

If you need more details, call Sue Williams on 01892 652515. 



6. 

YOUNG CHURCH 

Can you find all these countries in the Word search? 
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Christmas 

???Quiz Night??? 
at the Kings' Hall Withyham 

Friday 27th November 

Bar opens at 7.30pm – Quiz starts at 8pm 

tickets£9  

to include two course supper 

with hot and cold choices 

and a mouth-watering array of puddings 

Cash Bar and Grand Raffle. 

All proceeds to support the Village Hall. 

Call Bryan Williams on 01892 652515 

or email bryanwilliamsB@aol.com to book a table 

Or book an individual place and we'll find you a team! 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL EVENTS 
There is a comprehensive list of events on the noticeboard and in The 

Chichester News Magazine at the back of the church.  If you require further 

information, please get in touch with me. 

1. Tuesday 13th October at 6.30 p.m. in the Cathedral. 

‘SHAME AND THE UNWANTED SELF’ – Professor Stephen Pattison . 

2. Thursday 12th November 7.30 p.m. in The Vicars' Hall.   

DESERT ISLAND MUSIC  Charles Harrison, Organist and Master of the 

Choristers at the Cathedral. 

3. Wednesday 18th November at 12.30 p.m.   

‘WHITHER CIVILISATION?’  Professor Sir Bryan Thwaites, one time Principal 

of Westfield College London. 

4. CATHEDRAL CAROL SERVICES Sunday 20th December at 6.00 p.m. AND 

Monday 21st December at 6.00 p.m. AND Tuesday 22nd December at 3.00 p.m. 

If you wish to take the opportunity to apply for tickets for the first two 

services in advance of the general public, please contact me by 11th October. 

Sheila Jones (01892 864117) 



8. 

LIGHT RELIEF 
 I was in the ‘express, six item’ checkout at the supermarket.  Completely 

ignoring the sign, a lady had slipped into the check-out line ahead of me 

pushing a cart piled high with groceries.  The cashier beckoned the woman to 

come forward looked into the cart and asked sweetly, "So which six items 

would you like to buy?"  (Wouldn't it be great if that happened more often?) 

 Because they had no reservations at a busy restaurant, my elderly neighbour 

and his wife were told there would be a 45 minute wait for a table.  "We're 

both over 90 years old," my friend said.  "We may not have 45 minutes left."  

They were seated immediately. 

 The reason politicians try so hard to get re-elected is that they would hate to 

have to make a living under the laws they have just passed. 

 All eyes were on the radiant bride as her father escorted her down the aisle. 

They reached the altar and the waiting bridegroom.  The bride kissed her 

father and put something in his hand.  The guests in the front pews giggled.  

Even the priest smiled broadly.  As her father gave her away in marriage, his 

daughter gave him back his credit card. 

 Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and 

get used to the idea. 

 Three people were asked, "When you're in your casket, and friends and 

congregation members are mourning over you, what would you like them to 

say?" The first said, "I would like them to say I was a wonderful spouse, a 

fine spiritual leader, and a great upholder of my family."  The second said "I 

would like them to say I was a wonderful teacher and servant of God who 

made a huge difference in people's lives".  The third said, "I'd like them to 

say, 'Look!  There’s something moving!'" 

 A man climbs to the top of Mt. Sinai to talk to God.  He asks "God, what does 

a million years mean to you?"  The Lord replies, "A minute."  The man asks, 

"And what does a million dollars mean to you?"  The Lord replies, "A 

penny."  The man asks, "Please may I have a penny?"  The Lord replies, "In a 

minute." 

 John was on his deathbed and gasped pitifully, "Give me one last request, 

dear," he said.  "Of course, John," his wife said softly.  "Six months after I 

die," John said, "I want you to marry Bob."  "But I didn’t think you liked 

Bob," she said.  With his last breath John said, "That’s right!" 

 Reminiscent of the famous Churchill/Lady Astor story: 

A man goes to see his Vicar.  "Vicar, I’m sure that something terrible is about 

to happen and I have to talk to you about it.  I’m sure my wife is going to 

poison me."  The Vicar says, "Let me talk to her, I'll see what I can find out 

and I'll let you know."  Later the Vicar calls the man.  He said "I spoke at 

length to your wife on the phone.  If you want my advice – take the poison." 
  



Welcome to St Michael’s 

9. 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 2015 

The flower festival was not intended to be 

a money-raiser, but rather that people could 

enjoy our Church surrounded by beautiful 

flowers. 

The theme, Bless the Children, was based on 

Jesus’ words 

“Suffer little children to come to me”. 
So the individual arrangements depicted 

nursery rhymes and 

children’s hymns. 

Although entry and 

refreshments were free, an amazing sum of £1,650 was 

donated voluntarily and we would like to thank all those who 

gave so generously of their money and their time.  

May we suggest that the Church uses any surplus to 

purchase a new wheelchair, which is needed to replace the 

existing extremely dilapidated chair; and a ramp to enable 

easier access to the church for the disabled? 

The theme for each individual arrangement and the provision 

of many of the 

flowers (and 

‘props’) was 

masterminded by 

Molly Packer 

and Kath (and Fred) Stillwell (who also 

created and arranged a number of the 

arrangements themselves).  June Noble 

organised the refreshments. 

Other arrangements were created by 

individual members of the Withyham 

Church Flower Guild. 

Molly, Kath, June and I would like to thank 

all those who provided flowers and 

greenery and worked so hard to achieve the 

magnificent resulting decoration of our 

beautiful church and also all those who 

helped with refreshments and stewarding 

during the three days of the festival. 

 Jill Pardey 

Queen of Hearts 

Humpty Dumpty 

There’s a friend for little children 
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Groombridge Horticultural Society 
Thank you to everyone for supporting the Autumn Show on 12

th
 

September.  The Village Hall was resplendent with colour and we saw a great 

range of entries – including a potato resembling the Mars landing shuttle in our 

“unusual vegetable” class and “Great Groombridge Bake Off” cakes that were 

worthy of the showstopper title!  

We have two events planned for October and hope to see you there.  The 

first is the Plant Sale on Saturday 10th October from 9.00 a.m. to 12 noon 

outside the Village Hall.  We will be selling the usual range of quality plants at 

great prices including pansies, wallflowers, cyclamen and many more, so please 

come along and stock up your garden. 

This year, we have also introduced an additional October speaker – 

at 8.00 p.m. on Thursday 15
th

 October in the Village Hall (New Hall), master 

gardener Mr Hilary Newman will be coming to talk to us about “The Winter 

Garden” including advice on putting the garden to bed for the winter.  As usual, 

there will be tea, coffee and biscuits provided and all are very welcome – entry is 

free for members and £3 for non-members. 

We look forward to seeing you at these events. Any queries, please visit our 

website (www.ghsgc.org.uk) or contact Gillian on 01892 864580 or email 

gillian@rowans.clara.co.uk 
  

http://www.ghsgc.org.uk/
mailto:gillian@rowans.clara.co.uk


11. 
 

(I am very grateful to Roger Lyon of RL Computer Solutions for this series of articles) 

Scam?  What scam? 
There are many stories of cyber-attacks in the news affecting companies and 

individuals.  What can you do to stay safe? 

You already have software on your computer to protect you from malicious 

websites and obvious email-based attacks.  However, the telephone-based scam is 

different.  It starts with a telephone call claiming to be from a well-known company 

such as Microsoft warning that your computer is at risk, infected or worse.  These 

can be convincing.  When they offer to help solve your ‘issues’, your problems truly 

begin. 

To avoid this scam, remember that the telephone call is unsolicited and 

hence highly suspicious.  Do not give a stranger access to your computer.  If in 

doubt, end the call and seek independent advice. 

 If you find yourself caught out, the first step is to end the call and unplug 

your router.  Keep your computer off the Internet until it has been checked 

independently to make sure you are safe. 

  



12. 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC) Notes September 
ESCC is about to begin planning for their next reductions; the past 3 years saw 

£78M cut from budgets, and the next 3 years will see around another £90M of 

cuts.  WPC asked that ESCC should be transparent about the impact of these cuts 

on their service delivery. 

Groombridge Ward: WPC is investigating the cost of rectifying the drainage 

problems at Groombridge Recreations Ground. 

WPC will be clearing leaves near the shops and along Corseley Road, and putting 

them in ‘compost bins’ at the Recreation Ground.  In time we hope that residents 

will be able to benefit from the leaf mulch! 

WPC owns the grass area between Newton Willows and Station Road, and often 

requires this area for parking spaces for visitors.  There are signs asking people to 

keep these spaces free.  WPC realises that parking in the village is an issue, and 

this is one of the areas our Parish Plan Group will be looking at. 

St John’s Ward: ESCC has just completed the building of a new parking area at 

Hoadleys Lane, and residents are delighted with it. 

Withyham/Blackham: Ashurst and Blackham Sports Association will be holding 

the official opening of its new pavilion in October. 

A door to door survey is being undertaken of people living in Balls Green and 

Station Road to seek views on the Balls Green play area. WPC also hopes to 

receive some comments from parents at St Michael’s School. 

Due to its distance from the Fordcombe exchange, Blackham is currently not 

timetabled to receive fast broadband under current plans.  GoESussex has assured 

WPC that a solution is being sought. 

WPC Next 5 Year Parish Plan: WPC has set up a Parish Plan Group of 

residents and Councillors, which has scrutinised last year’s parish plan survey 

results and begun working on frameworks addressing roads and transport, housing 

and planning, crime and policing, parish assets and facilities, leisure and tourism, 

local businesses, young and older people. A draft will go to Council on 12
th
 

October, after which the frameworks will be available on the WPC website for 

your comments. 

Newsletter: Our next Newsletter is currently in production and should be landing 

on your doormats in October.  

Now We Are 90 – Queens Birthday Celebrations: WPC is organizing a parish-

wide party at Groombridge Recreation Ground on 11
th
 June 2016 – please save 

the date! 

Grants: WPC grants are for groups or organisations that contribute to the welfare 

of the community within the Parish by improving or supporting the 

activities/facilities; applications to be submitted by 19
th
 October. Information and 

forms are available on our website or from the Clerks. 
Debbie Siddle, Clerk  

  



13. 

Nothing to report 

PARISH DIARY OCTOBER 2015 

Sat 3
rd 

10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Blackham Monthly Saturday Market 

  Blackham Village Hall 

Wed 7
th

  10.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. Annual NSPCC Fair 

    Barnsgate Manor Vineyard (see Magazine) 

Sat 10
th

 9.00 a.m. to 12 noon Groombridge Hort Soc Plant Sale 

     Groombridge Village Hall (See mag) 

Thur 15
th

  8.00 p.m.  Groombridge Hort Soc Talk 

     Groombridge Village Hall (See mag) 

Fri 16
th

 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. Withyham Horticultural Society QUIZ 

     Kings’ Hall Withyham (See WHS article) 

Mon 19
th

 12.00 noon  St Michael’s Bridge and Lunch 

     Kings’ Hall, Withyham (Fully Booked) 

Fri 23
rd

   7.30 p.m.  PORT OUT STARBOARD HOME 

Sat 24
th

   7.30 p.m.  PADS and Blackham Country Players 

    PENSHURST VILLAGE HALL (see Mag) 

Midday Sunday 25
th

 October Deadline for November Magazine 

Wed 28
th

 5.30 p.m.  St Michael’s Choir sing Evensong at 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL (See magazine for Coach Arrangements) 

Fri 30
th

  7.30 p.m.  PORT OUT STARBOARD HOME 

Sat 31
st
  7.30 p.m.  PADS and Blackham Country Players 

    BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL (see Mag) 

ADVANCE PARISH DIARY NOVEMBER 2015 

Wed 4
th  

10.00 to 12.00 noon COFFEE MORNING Arthur & Hazel Harris 

  (see Magazine) 

Sat 7
th

  10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Blackham Monthly Saturday Market 

  Blackham Village Hall 

Wed 25
th

   7.00 to 9.00 p.m. AUDITIONS for Jack & Beanstalk 

     Kings’ Hall, Withyham (See Magazine) 

Midday Wednesday 25
th

 November  

Deadline for December/January Magazine 

Friday 27
th

 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. ??? Christmas QUIZ NIGHT ??? 

     Kings’ Hall, Withyham (See Magazine) 

  



01892 664698 

07710798553 

‘Meadowside’,  

Green Lane, 

Crowborough, 

East Sussex TN6 

2BT 

NIGEL DEAR 

Painter 

Decorator 

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft 

 

Logs For Sale 
2.2 cubic metres for £120, cut to length, delivered and 

unloaded at your home 

Stoves and open fires catered for 

Call John Harding: 01342850973/07912533138 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Hartfield Playschool ~ Celebrating 50 Years in 2015! 
Founded 50 years ago, Hartfield Playschool is a well  

established community Playschool in a beautiful setting with extensive 

gardens and outdoor space, taking children from 2-5 years. 

We are open from 9am-3pm Monday to Friday during term 

time.  Our aim is to enhance the development and education 

of pre-school children in line with the Early Years Foundation 

Stage.  Please visit our website at www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk 

or call us on 01892 770830 for more information about any  

aspect of Playschool.  Charity No. 1158901. 

http://www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk/


KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, 

Weddings, Anniversaries and Children's parties.  Hire it 

from only £10 per hour 
Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 652515 

or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

or bryanwilliamsb@aol.com 

  

mailto:meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk


FURNITURE 

RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 

01892 770100 

 

Driftwood Counselling Practice 
Counselling and Psychotherapy in Hartfield and Blackham 

For individuals, couples and families, children and young people 
 

  For your free initial consultation and more information please contact us: 
 

Katie Humphries Dip. Couns MBACP   07841 404 471  
Trish Brown Dip. Couns MBACP   07989 234 272 

 
email: Driftwoodcounselling@gmail.com 

Qualified and experienced therapists – MBACP registered 

 

  
 

 

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING 
 

Ditching & Earth Moving 
Water Supplies & Repair 

 

Giles Swift 
Tel: 01892 864754 

 

 



meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

www.rosneathengineering.co.uk 

SPANISH LESSONS 
FOR ALL LEVELS, EXAMS, 

BUSINESS OR TO GET  

MORE FROM YOUR  

HOLIDAYS! 
40 Years' experience in the  

Spanish-speaking world.   

Call Bryan Williams 

01892 652515 

bryanwilliamsb@aol.com 

  
FURNITURE 

RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 

01892 770100 



BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL 
Available for public hire for: 

Parties, Celebrations, Receptions, Band Practices, Fitness 

Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea Parties, in fact, just about 

anything legal! 

Facilities include: Disabled access and facilities; 

Central Heating; Fitted kitchen; Small private garden area; 

Licenced premises. 

Monthly local market (everyone welcome) on 1st Saturday of 

each month 10am – 12.30pm (except January). 

Bookings: Contact Penny on 01892 740574 

Winter: £6/hour local residents; £7/hour other users 

Summer: £5/hour local residents; £6/hour other users 

  

Computer support for your office and home 

RL Computer Solutions  

Friendly expert service for your computer 

 Installation, maintenance & repairs 

 Safeguard or recover your valuable data 

 Remote support for a swift solution to many problems 

 Monitoring of your computer’s health for peace of mind 

Roger Lyon  Tel: 01342 825209 Mob: 07982710977 

Wordpress  website  specialist 

Do you need help 
with your 

computer? 



WILLETTS FARM 

DAIRY ICE CREAM 
MADE ON THE FARM USING 

FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM 
Just off the A264, halfway between 

Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead 

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells, 

Kent TN3 9TU  Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747 
 

 

  

R MEDHURST 

Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 

East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 

We take care of everything personally at a sensitive time 

 

No Artificial 

Colourings 

Natural 

Flavourings 

 

S.W.HARDING 
 

HOUSE AND GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 
 

Builder and Sub-Contractor 

Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 

Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

Garden Machinery Cleared 

(01892) 740505 

McDonnell Services Ltd 

Heating & Plumbing 
Withyham, East Sussex 

Tel:  07891421288 

mcdsl@doriscat.waitrose.com 

No Job Too Small 

mailto:mcdsl@doriscat.waitrose.com


Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford  01892 770035 

 or Bryan Williams 01892 652515 

www.withyhamvillagehall.co.uk Equipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740 

Blackham Village Hall  Bookings: Mrs P Hawes 01892 740574 

Doctors Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James 
 The Nook Surgery Groombridge  01892 863326 

 Saxonbury House, Crowboro’ 01892 603131 

 Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’ 01892 652233 

District Nurse Sister Kay 01892 603109 

Family Social Work Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780 

Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden 01892 770351 

Withyham Horticultural Society: Valerie Edwards 01892 661940 

Email: whswithyham@gmail.com 

St Michael’s School            Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307 

Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661 

Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully 01892 541137 

Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours 01892 655303 

Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office 01825 890975 

Withyham Parish Charity This Trust provides financial help for those in need. 

Applications to John Gower, the Clerk to the Trustees 01892 654395 

Timetable Information Rail 03457 484950 

 Arriva Buses  03448004411 

 Brighton & Hove Buses 01273 886200 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC).  Office: The Old Station, Groombridge 

Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil 

Email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk       01892 864557 

WPC Office hours Monday    09.30 - 17.00 

   Tuesday to Friday   09.30 - 12.30 

Councillors hold “surgeries” on 3
rd

 Saturday each month 08.30 - 10.00 

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway lights and Footpath damage (location and problem) 03456080193 

Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)  01243642222 

Waste collection queries   03456080194 

Trading Standards   03456080197 

Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet 

Magazine Editor and Advertisements 

Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 

Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com 01892 661882 

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700 


