ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM

ALL SAINTS BLACKHAM
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The Dorset Arms, Withyham
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms.
A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week,
serving Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce.
01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

Logs For Sale
£50 truck load or £100 trailer load,
cut to length, delivered and unloaded at your home
Stoves and open fires catered for

Call Chris Bowers 01892740598/07761468755

ADAM C WILES
Quality Carpentry and Building
Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex
Telephone:01892 770554

Mobile:0781 8434506
wilesbuild@sky.com

CHAIR CANING,
SEAGRASS WORK
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=#

MIKE
PARCELL
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch,
Hartfield, TN7 4EX
Tel: 01892 770764

SARAH WILKINSON
MBACP (Accredited)
BCAP Registered

Friendly, confidential,
counselling service,
fifteen years’ experience

Please contact Sarah on
10892665180

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559 FAX 01342 850981 EMAIL
COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens
and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.
Covering all types of building work.
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CHURCH CALENDAR – DECEMBER 2016
ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM

Sunday 25th

Thursday 1st 10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
th
Sunday 4
Second Sunday of Advent
11.00 a.m.
Sung Eucharist
Gift Service for Family Support Work
6.30 p.m.
Advent Carol Service
With the Oriana Singers (see Mag)
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Third Sunday of Advent
11.00 a.m.
Nativity/Christingle Service
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday of Advent
11.00 a.m.
Matins
6.30 p.m.
Carol Service
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Christmas Eve
4.00 p.m.
Crib Service
11.00 p.m.
Midnight Communion Service
CHRISTMAS DAY

Thursday 29th

11.00 a.m.
11.45 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th
Thursday 15th
Sunday 18th
Thursday 22nd
Saturday 24th

All Age Christmas Day Service
Said short Holy Communion
Holy Communion

ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM
Sunday 11th

4.00 p.m.

Carol Service
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CHURCH CALENDAR – JANUARY 2017
ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM
Sunday 1st

Second Sunday of Christmas
Sung Eucharist
Thursday 5th
Holy Communion
th
Sunday 8
First Sunday of Epiphany
11.00 a.m.
Plough Sunday Service
6.30 p.m.
Evensong
Thursday 12th
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
th
Sunday 15
Second Sunday of Epiphany
11.00 a.m.
Matins
6.30 p.m.
Evensong
Thursday 19th
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Sunday 22nd
Third Sunday of Epiphany
9.45 a.m.
Family Service
Preacher: Richard Jackson, Bishop of Lewes
11.00 a.m.
Matins
Preacher: Richard Jackson, Bishop of Lewes
6.30 p.m.
Evensong
Thursday 26th
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
th
Sunday 29
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
11.00 a.m.
Matins
6.30 p.m.
Evensong
Thursday 2nd Feb 10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Sunday 5th Feb
Fourth Sunday before Lent
11.00 a.m.
Sung Eucharist
6.30 p.m.
Evensong
11.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Parish Registers – for December 2016/January 2017

Baptism
On 13th November, the baptism took place at St. Michael’s
Church of Elysia Rose Bennion
Funeral
On 17th November, the funeral took place at St. Michael’s
Church of Patricia Anne Walker, aged 84.
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FROM THE RECTORY
Dear Friends,
Most families have their own Christmas routines – particularly when
there are children around. When I was a child our Christmases were spent
with my mother’s parents at Stanton Drew in Somerset.
The day started with stockings; they were a serious business – so
much so that my grandparents resorted to pillow cases in old age. I recall the
determination required in resisting the urge to open the weighty and noisy
object lying at the bottom of my bed. After church and lunch, we all watched
the Queen’s broadcast; only when she had finished could we open our main
presents. My grandfather tended to make instant judgements about the
usefulness of the presents he’d been given. He had the slightly unnerving
habit of passing on unwanted ones immediately; one had to be alert, because
they often came flying through the air. History doesn’t recall what he wrote
in his thank you letter.
There is often a lot going on at Christmas; sometimes it is difficult to
know what to hold on to and what to let go of. It’s easy for our attention to
be absorbed by the glittery packaging and self-indulgent trimmings of
Christmas so that we miss the true gift, to forget what it’s really all about.
We’ve all received gifts that have missed the mark – even if we don’t
resort to my grandfather’s method of disposing of them. We may bemoan the
fact that Christmas has become associated with unwanted gifts. Yet the Bible
says that God gave Jesus as a gift – and the people of the 1st Century didn’t
want the present. John 3:16 says, ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave
his one and only Son...’ but as John puts it, ‘...but his own did not receive
him.’ (John 1:11). They wanted someone who would kick out the Romans,
not someone who loved the unlovely, healed the sick and spoke of loving
your enemies.
Today, amidst financial challenges, family breakdown and all the
stresses of modern life, many don’t seem very interested in the gift that God
has given us. Jesus can seem like an unwanted Christmas present. Yet God
sent Jesus into our world so that through him every person might have the
opportunity of being reconciled to God and become his friend. Jesus was and
is God in human form; he only wants the very best for us because he loves
us: surely a reason not to throw away the true gift of Christmas.
James Campbell
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Churchwardens’ Notes – November
In previous notes we have encouraged support for the bridge
afternoon on 14th November, and, as usual, this popular event was
beautifully organised by Judy Eliot producing a significant boost to
Church funds. A superb lunch was provided by Jill Pardey and her team of
helpers, but it was very sad that Robin Eliot who generously donated the
excellent wine could not be with us this year. Our thanks to all concerned.
Once again the Remembrance Sunday Service was well attended. In
the absence of the Patron, the names of the fallen were read out by Lord
Buckhurst.
On Sunday 4th December the Family Support Gift service will be
held at 11.00 a.m. We hope that this service will be given your usual
generous support. As advised last month, the Oriana Singers will be with
us at 6.30 p.m. to sing Advent Carols, and we hope they will be given a
warm welcome in their 50th Anniversary Year. There will be no Evensong
on 11th December, but a Carol Service will be held at Blackham instead
at 4.00 p.m. On the following Sunday there will be a Carol Service at
Withyham at the usual time of 6.30 p.m.
The arrangements over Christmas and the New Year mean that for a
period of four weeks there will be no Evensong, and we hope our regular
supporters at that service will understand the circumstances.
Looking ahead to January there will be An All Age Service on Plough
Sunday (8th January) at 11.00 a.m. and we hope to give a warm Withyham
welcome to the Right Reverend Richard Jackson, the Bishop of Lewes, who
will be conducting our services at 9.45 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. on Sunday 22nd
January.
2016 has been an eventful and important year in the life of the parish
and we are most grateful to all those who did so much to help us through
the interregnum. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year
Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland
The Bridge Day in November was a great success and brought in the wonderful
sum of £1400. We all had a delicious lunch organised by Jill Pardey, an
extremely successful Raffle run by Pauline Cremer, and 21 tables of players
filled the Kings Hall. A big Thank you to all concerned. Judy Eliot
Very many thanks to all who came and all who contributed to the
Harris's Coffee Morning. The sum of £420 was raised for Church funds.
Hazel and Arthur Harris
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YOUNG CHURCH
The gifts that Jesus brings ...
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Across
3. Receive sound using ears
4. Unable to see
7. Pleasant or enjoyable
9. use your eyes to _ _ _
10. Move along putting one foot
in front of the other

Down
1. Not living
2. A place for criminals
5. Unable to walk properly
6. reports about recent events
8. Unable to hear

I count the days to Christmas
As we shop and bake and
clean. The lights and tinsel
sparkle, And yet deep inside I
dream That as we tell the story
Of Lord Jesus and his birth, The
things of every day will fade As
heaven comes to earth.
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Family Support Work
Christmas Collections for FSW
Thank you for helping to make Christmas a happier time for the children
and families that FSW support. We’d be very grateful for donations of:

New toys, games, puzzles and books for children aged 0 – 14

Gifts for older teenagers 15 – 18

Small gifts for parents/carers (not alcohol or chocolate please)

Gift vouchers e.g. Boots, Argos, H&M, New Look, M&S etc.
We would also welcome non-perishable Christmas food items with usebydates after Christmas, such as:
Stuffing (dry, in packets), Gravy granules, Cranberry sauce (jars), Pickles &
relishes, Tinned fruit etc., Mince pies, Christmas puddings, Biscuits, Savoury
biscuits/crackers. Boxes/tins of chocolates, e.g. Quality Street, Celebrations,
Roses, Tinned cooked meats e.g. ham, Bottles of non-alcoholic drink e.g.
cordial, and Christmas crackers
I am always so extremely grateful to you all for your kindness and
generosity. Please always be sure of our deep appreciation.
With love
Miriam Boobier
















ATTITUDE
A tea kettle, although up to its neck in hot water, continues to sing.
“Those who wish to sing always find a song to sing” Swedish Proverb
It’s better to light a candle than curse the darkness.
“Wherever you go, no matter what the weather, always bring your own
sunshine.”
“A man’s as miserable as he thinks he is.” Marcus Seneca
“A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough
peoples to make it worth the effort”.
“I can’t complain, but sometimes I still do.”
“I am not a has-been. I am a will-be.” Lauren Bacall
“A happy person is not a person in a certain set of circumstances but rather a
person with a certain set of attitudes.”
“We can destroy ourselves by cynicism and delusion, just as effectively as by
bombs.” Kenneth Clark
“Since our house is on fire let us warm ourselves.” Italian proverb
“We’re all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.” Oscar Wilde
“Happiness is an attitude. We either make ourselves miserable, or happy and
strong. The amount of work is the same.”
“We all live under the same sky, but we don’t all have the same horizon.”
Konrad Adenauer
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The Oriana Singers
The Oriana Singers, based in Tunbridge Wells, are one of the most
active choirs in Kent and Sussex and regularly provide the choir for services at
leading English Cathedrals. The choir is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this
year. They have sung at every Anglican cathedral in the country and in recent
years have also sung in Wales and Ireland.
The first performance of the choir took place in October 1966 at the
Church of St Michael and All Angels, Withyham and comprised a sung Evensong
followed by a short recital. They thought it was particularly appropriate to return to
“where the choir began” at the conclusion of their anniversary year.
At 6.30 p.m. Evensong on Sunday 4th December, the Oriana singers,
with the St Michael’s choir and congregation will sing Advent carols, together
with a number of appropriate readings and several Advent hymns.

A dramatised recital of St Mark’s Gospel
By Gerald Osborne, priest and farmer
“an immensely powerful delivery
of an extraordinary story”
“an incredible feat of memory”
“absorbing, revealing and moving
a dramatic masterpiece”

Wednesday 8th February, 7.30 p.m.
St Michael’s Church, Withyham
Free entry at the door. Interval with refreshments. Donations for ‘Send a Cow’.
More information: The Rectory 01892 770069
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GROOMBRIDGE AMATeur DRAMATICS

PRESENts

Omelette:
PRINCE OF DANISH
30th Nov, 1st, 2nd& 3rd DEC
All evening performances at 7.30pm
including Supper Night on 3rd Dec
Matinee on 3rd Dec at 2.00pm
Ticket prices:

£9, £6 concessions

£16 for Supper Night
Tickets will be available on the door for all
performances except the Supper Night
Performances at Groombridge Village Hall TN3 9QX

More information & online bookings available at
www.groombridgetheatre.co.uk
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Annual Christmas Fair!
Saturday 10th December
11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

Featuring Santa’s Grotto
Raffle, Teddy & Sweet Tombola
Craft & Gift Stalls, Festive Games
Tea & Coffee, Mulled Wine, Cakes & Mince Pies
at St Michael’s School
Station Road, Withyham, TN7 4BP

PENSHURST CHORAL SOCIETY

Carols by Candlelight
Carols Old and New with Festive Readings
Conductor: Anthony Zerpa Falcon
Sunday 4th December 6.30 p.m.
St John the Baptist Church Penshurst TN11 8DB
MONEY
About the time we make ends meet, somebody moves the ends.
Budget: a method of going broke methodically.
A person is rich according to what he is, not according to what he has!
I am having an out-of-money experience.
My yearnings exceed my earnings.
Money talks; mine keeps saying goodbye.
To feel rich, count the things you have that money can’t buy.
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‘The birth of the other Messiah’
One night in 1741 an old man shuffled listlessly down a dark London
street. George Frideric Handel was starting out on one of his aimless,
despondent wanderings. His mind was a battlefield between hope and
despair. For 40 years he had written stately music for the kings and queens
of England, but now the court society had turned against him. Four years
before he had suffered a cerebral haemorrhage, which had paralysed his right
side, making it difficult for him to walk or write. Now, aged 60 and with
England in the grip of a hard winter, he felt old, helpless and tired.
As he walked, he passed a church. Welling up from within him came
the cry, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ He shuffled back to
his shabby lodgings. On his desk was a bulky package. He opened it and his
eye fell on the words, ‘He was despised and rejected of men’. Reaching for
his pen, he started to write. Notes filled line after line, page after page of
music. He worked almost non-stop for 24 days, taking little rest and even
less food. When ‘Messiah’ lay finished on his desk, he collapsed on his bed
and slept for 17 hours. The tremendous masterpiece, one of the greatest
pieces of choral music ever composed, tells the story of Christ’s life from his
birth to the Resurrection and is now a traditional part of Christmas.
Anon.

? Perfekshun ?
There was a perfect man who met a perfect woman. After a perfect
courtship, they had a perfect wedding. Their life together was, of course
perfect.
One snowy, stormy Christmas Eve, this perfect couple was driving
their car along a winding road, when they noticed someone at the roadside
in distress. Being the perfect couple, they stopped to help. There stood
Santa Claus with a huge bundle of toys.
Not wanting to disappoint any children on the eve of Christmas, the
perfect couple loaded Santa and his toys into their car. Soon they were
driving along delivering the toys.
Unfortunately, the driving conditions deteriorated and the perfect
couple and Santa Claus had an accident. Only one of them survived the
accident. Who was that survivor?
Obviously The perfect woman.
She’s the only one that really existed in the first place. Everyone knows
there is no Santa Claus and there is no such thing as a perfect man
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Friendship Week at St. Michael’s Primary School
Friendship and the associated feelings of feeling happy, safe and part of a
community are really important to us at St. Michael’s Primary School. We have a
special week each year to celebrate the friendships that children cherish throughout
the school. It helps to bring to the forefront of everyone’s mind how to be a good
friend, how to make sure that everyone feels safe and happy around the school and
what to do if you feel someone is not being a good friend.
A fun part of friendship week is ‘secret friend’ – everyone gets a secret
friend in their class, someone they might not know that well and their task is to
make that person feel really special all week without revealing themselves.
Children make cards and gifts, write poems, say lovely things ‘out of the blue’
about their secret friend and make sure they have great playtimes.
Friendship Week is an interactive and fun way to promote friendship, antibullying and inclusive behaviour across the school. In our Foundation and KS1
classes children have been involved in making friendship flowers, being connected
by paperchains and working together, yoga exercises to help us calm down when
we feel cross and writing sentences about how to be a good friend. In our KS2
classes children have taken part in role-plays based on resolving disputes, making
recipes for a good friendship and designing a peaceful problem solving poster.
Good friends are invaluable to our success and happiness; they give us
confidence, make us feel valued and offer support and love when we need it.
It has been a busy week but one in which every child enjoys. At St.
Michael’s, a school where we celebrate our differences and promote friendships it
makes for a very happy school!
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The Three Kings
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Three Kings came riding from far away, Melchior and Gaspar and Baltasar; Three
Wise Men out of the East were they, And they travelled by night and they slept by day, For
their guide was a beautiful, wonderful star.
The star was so beautiful, large and clear, That all the other stars of the sky
Became a white mist in the atmosphere, And by this they knew that the coming was near Of
the Prince foretold in the prophecy.
Three caskets they bore on their saddle-bows, Three caskets of gold with golden
keys; Their robes were of crimson silk with rows Of bells and pomegranates and furbelows,
Their turbans like blossoming almond-trees.
And so the Three Kings rode into the West, Through the dusk of the night, over hill
and dell, And sometimes they nodded with beard on breast, And sometimes talked, as they
paused to rest, With the people they met at some wayside well.
“Of the child that is born,” said Baltasar, “Good people, I pray you, tell us the
news; For we in the East have seen his star, And have ridden fast, and have ridden far, To
find and worship the King of the Jews.”
And the people answered, “You ask in vain; We know of no King but Herod the
Great!” They thought the Wise Men were men insane, As they spurred their horses across
the plain, Like riders in haste, who cannot wait.
And when they came to Jerusalem, Herod the Great, who had heard this thing, Sent
for the Wise Men and questioned them; And said, “Go down unto Bethlehem, And bring me
tidings of this new king.”
So they rode away; and the star stood still, The only one in the grey of morn; Yes,
it stopped –it stood still of its own free will, Right over Bethlehem on the hill, The city of
David, where Christ was born.
And the Three Kings rode through the gate and the guard, Through the silent street,
till their horses turned And neighed as they entered the great inn-yard; But the windows
were closed, and the doors were barred, And only a light in the stable burned.
And cradled there in the scented hay, In the air made sweet by the breath of kine,
The little child in the manger lay, The child, that would be king one day Of a kingdom not
human, but divine.
His mother Mary of Nazareth Sat watching beside his place of rest, Watching the
even flow of his breath, For the joy of life and the terror of death Were mingled together in
her breast.
They laid their offerings at his feet: The gold was their tribute to a King, The
frankincense, with its odor sweet, Was for the Priest, the Paraclete, The myrrh for the
body’s burying.
And the mother wondered and bowed her head, And sat as still as a statue of stone;
Her heart was troubled yet comforted, Remembering what the Angel had said Of an endless
reign and of David’s throne.
Then the Kings rode out of the city gate, With a clatter of hoofs in proud array; But
they went not back to Herod the Great, For they knew his malice and feared his hate, And
returned to their homes by another way.
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WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) NOTES – Nov 2016.
ESCC & WDC Reports: ESCC reported that it is being required to cut a further
£30m from their budget. The Cabinet meeting of 15th November considered next
steps for Superfast Broadband. ESCC will continue to pursue the tidying of the verge
near the River Grom, following the treatment of Japanese Knotweed.
WDC is working with Saspire to provide training and work experience for disabled
people. They are looking for local businesses to work with them. WPC queried the
current road sweeping schedule as operatives have not been seen in the parish for
some time. WDC will investigate. WDC also confirmed that they will be raising
concerns about the removal of guards from train services, which, it is claimed, will
leave people requiring assistance, unable to travel.
WARD REPORTS:
Groombridge: A petition to lower the speed limit on Cherry Gardens Hill to 40mph
has been submitted to ESCC. Parking near the Groombridge roundabout and
elsewhere is also under review and will form part of the Neighbourhood Plan.
St John’s: Grass along Summersales Hill and Lye Green is due to be cut in
November – surely too late.
WPC were represented at the ceremony attended by the Bishop of Chichester, on 27th
November for the opening of the new hall at St John’s Church.
Withyham/Blackham: grit bins across the parish are all full. WPC will be receiving
a submission regarding the speed limit between Ashurst and Blackham.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING: WPC will shortly be obtaining consultants to
assist in preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. This is a very important process for
the parish. The Plan is a community-led framework for guiding the future
development, regeneration and conservation of the area. It will involve a robust
programme of community engagement to ensure that parishioners’ views are taken
into account every step of the process. It will include a vision for the parish for
improving the area in terms of housing, employment, heritage, infrastructure and
transport. The WPC Plan may take up to two years to complete and will be part of the
statutory development plan for the area and therefore will have status in the face of
WDC and ESCC plans. We will be seeking support to form a Neighbourhood
Planning Group from across the parish.
Withyham Parish Volunteers: Terms of Reference have been agreed. Please
contact the Clerk for details of the public meeting on 16th November and how to get
in touch with members of the Working Group.
A264 Missing Link: WPC are assessing the costs associated with the proposed
footpath.
Balls Green Community Space: A draft proposal has been drawn up.
Telephone Box Consultation: BT is investigating the removal of telephone boxes.
WPC will identify red boxes to be retained because of their heritage value.
Diana Kelly: Chairman (for contact details, see back cover of the Magazine)
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THE EDWARD OTTLEY TRUST
In 2010 the PCC made the decision to sell our set of four paintings
of the Passion of Christ, which at that time were in the keeping of Leeds
Castle near Maidstone.
In 1849 Edward John Ottley presented to St Michael and All
Angels’ Church, Withyham a set of four paintings depicting the Passion of
Our Lord. The paintings hung in the chancel of the church until sometime
later in the 19th century, when they were moved to the private chapel of the
patron, Earl De La Warr, at Buckhurst Park. In 1920 the paintings were
returned to the church. Their importance and full value were not recognised
until cleaning and restoration of the paintings was carried out at the
Courtauld Institute 1990 – 1995. It was then discovered that they were too
valuable to come back to the church where inadequate security and
unsuitable environmental conditions were a threat to their safety and
conservation. They were transferred on loan to Leeds Castle in 1997, where
they remained until they were sold. The excellent copies which now hang in
the Lady Chapel were made at that time.
The question arose, would we ever be able to get the original
paintings back. The answer was that we would not have been able to bring
them back unless we spent a huge amount of money introducing humidity
and temperature controls, and unless we keep the church permanently
locked except during services. Therefore, with the agreement of the
Diocese, it was decided to sell the paintings and invest the money in a
trust. Only the income (not the capital) is to be used on the repair and
general maintenance of the fabric, ornaments, organ, lighting and
churchyard of St Michael's Withyham. The capital has been invested
cautiously to achieve growth and income, so that the value of the asset
(you could call it ‘the family silver’) would be kept, and protected against
inflation. By making use of our major asset in this way, and by preserving
its value for the future, we will be honouring the intention of the donor,
Edward Ottley, when he made his gift to our parish church – a gift we can
no longer enjoy in the way he intended.
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PARENTHOOD



















“Don’t worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are
always watching you.”
“You will always be your child’s favourite toy.”
“If you want your children to improve, let them overhear the nice things
you say about them to others.”
“Human beings are the only creatures on earth that allow their children
to come back home.”
“I didn’t make the same mistakes my parents made when they raised me.
I was too busy making new ones.”
“Children are a great comfort in your old age – and they help you reach
it faster, too.”
“What a child doesn’t receive he can seldom later give.”
“The child supplies the power, but the parents have to do the steering.”
“To bring up a child in the way they should go, travel that way yourself
once in a while.”
“Be kind to your kids: they pick your nursing home.”
“The quickest way for a parent to get a child’s attention is to sit down
and look comfortable.”
“There are two things we should give our children: one is roots, the other
is wings.”
“To be in your children’s memories tomorrow, you have to be in their
lives today.”
“You can’t scare me – I have kids!”
“In the eyes of a child, love is spelt T-I-M-E.”
“Your children need your presence more than your presents.”
“Summer holidays are the time when parents realise that teachers are
grossly underpaid.”
Parents: a peculiar group who first try to get their children to walk and
talk, and then try to get them to sit down and shut up.”
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PARISH DIARY DECEMBER 2016
Thu 1st
7.30 p.m.
Groombridge Pantomime
nd
Fri 2
7.30 p.m.
Omelette, Prince of Danish
Matinee 2.00 & 7.30 p.m. Groombridge Village Hall (see Mag)
Sun 4th
6.30 p.m.
Carol Service with Oriana Singers
St Michael’s, Withyham (see Mag)
th
Sun 4
6.30 p.m.
Carols at Penshurst (see Mag)
Sat 10th 11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. St Michael’s School Annual Fair
St Michael’s School (see Mag)
th
Mon 12
7.30 p.m.
WPC monthly meeting
Parish Offices at the old station.
PARISH DIARY JANUARY 2017
Fri 6th
7.30 p.m.
Withyham Pantomime
Sat 7th Matinee 2.30 p.m.
Robin Hood & the Babes in the Wood
th
Sat 7
7.30 p.m.
Kings’ Hall, Withyham (See Magazine)
Midday Wednesday 25th January, deadline for February Parish Magazine

Daniel
Offers a unique blend of traditional
psychology with a range of tools for
personal growth, spiritual awakening,
emotional challenges, life changing
events etc., to empower you to take
control of your own life.
Call 0795 101 3702 for a free 30 min
consultation, www.limitlessflow.life

Counselling, Coaching,
Clinical Hypnotherapy

Mandy Bowler
MBACP DipHyp(Dist) ILM B.Ed(Hons)

SPACE TO CHANGE
A confidential safe place:
Take time to talk; explore your needs;
achieve your goals.

07711369270
mandybowlertherapy.com

Carmel Boucher
Qualified Nutritional Therapist
Cooks and helps in your home.

01342 619411
mob 07794726358

KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children's parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour
Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 652515
or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk
or bryanwilliamsb@aol.com

COX &LOVEGROVE
TREE & HEDGE SERVICES • FELLING, PLANTING & CUTTING
"Cox & Lovegrove are professional, friendly and very hardworking."
"Thank you for doing a great job with our trees. We are very pleased."
James Cox 07974 650964 Keith Lovegrove 07710 947754
mail@coxlovegrove.com www.coxlovegrove.com

WEALD ROOFING SERVICES LTD
For a complete roofing service, stripping and retiling
Tiles and Slates, Fibre Glass flat roofing,Felt roofing
Specialist lead works, Extensions/Refurbishments
Fully insured – All work guaranteed

Contact David Nash for a free no obligation quotation

01892619947 – 07983413077
(CHECKATRADE AND GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMAN AFFILIATED)

NIGEL DEAR
Painter

01892 664698
07710798553

Decorator

‘Meadowside’,

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL
City & Guilds & Advanced Craft

Green Lane,
Crowborough,
East Sussex TN6

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING
Ditching & Earth Moving
Water Supplies & Repair

Giles Swift
Tel: 01892 864754
Hartfield Playschool ~ Celebrating 50 Years in 2015!
Founded 50 years ago, Hartfield Playschool is a well
establishedcommunity Playschool in a beautiful setting with
extensivegardens and outdoor space, taking children from 25 years.We are open from 9am-3pm Monday to
Fridayduring termtime. Our aim is to enhance the
development and educationof pre-school children in line
withthe Early Years FoundationStage.
Please visit our website at
www.hartfieldplayschool.co.ukor call us on 01892 770830 for more information
about any aspect of Playschool.Charity No. 1158901.

FURNITURE
RESTORATION
(Julian Saxty)
01892 770100
Frank A Rhodes
BUILDERS
HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT

Felt Roofing
10 year guarantee
Tiling – Slating
New roofs or repairs
New gutters or existing gutters cleaned
Full Service
Free estimates

Tel: 01892655238
Mobile 07811588291

07974728967

BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL
Available for public hire for:
Parties, Celebrations, Receptions, Band Practices, Fitness
Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea Parties, in fact, just about
anything legal!
Facilities include: Disabled access and facilities;
Central Heating; Fitted kitchen; Small private garden area;
Licenced premises.
Monthly local market (everyone welcome) on 1st Saturday of
each month 10am – 12.30pm (except January).
Bookings: Contact Penny on 01892 740574
Winter: £6/hour local residents; £7/hour other users
Summer: £5/hour local residents; £6/hour other users
Computer support for your office and home
RL Computer Solutions
Friendly expert service for your computer
 Installation,maintenance & repairs
 Safeguard or recover your valuable data
 Remote support for a swift solution to many problems

Do you need help
with your
computer?

 Monit oring of your computer’s health for peace of mind
Roger Lyon Tel: 01342 825209 Mob: 07982710977

Wordpresswebsitespecialist

S.W.HARDING

McDonnell Services Ltd

HOUSE AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Heating & Plumbing

Builder and Sub-Contractor
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths
Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting
Garden Machinery Cleared

(01892) 740505

Withyham, East Sussex
Tel: 07891421288
mcdsl@doriscat.waitrose.com

No Job Too Small

R MEDHURST
Funeral Directors
Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits
Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest

East Grinstead (01342) 315880
Hartfield (01892) 770253
At a sensitive time we take care of everything personally

WILLETTS FARM
DAIRY ICE CREAM

Natural
Flavourings

MADE ON THE FARM USING
FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM
No Artificial
Colourings

Just off the A264, halfway between
Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead
Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN3 9TU Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747

Kings’ Hall Withyham

Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford
01892 770035
Or Bryan Williams
01892 652515
www.withyhamvillagehall.co.ukEquipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740
Blackham Village Hall
Bookings:Mrs P Hawes
01892 740574
Doctors
Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James
The Nook Surgery Groombridge
01892 863326
Saxonbury House, Crowboro’
01892 603131
Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’
01892 652233
District Nurse
Sister Kay
01892 603109
Family Social Work
Mrs MiriamBoobier
01892 662780
Withyham Art Group
Mrs RosemaryGoolden
01892 770351
St Michael’s School
Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892770307
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell
01892 770661
Withyham Cricket Club
Tristan Tully
01892 541137
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes
01892 740261
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours
01892 655303
Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office
01825 890975
Withyham Parish CharityThis Trust provides financial help for those inneed.
Applications toJohn Gower,the Clerkto theTrustees
01892 654395
Timetable Information
National Rail Enquiries
03457 484950
Arriva Buses
03448004411
Brighton & Hove Buses
01273 886200
Withyham Parish Council(WPC).Office:The Old Station, Groombridge
Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk Facebook:
www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil
Email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
01892 864557
WPC Office hours Monday
09.30 - 17.00
Tuesday to Friday
09.30 - 12.30
Councillors hold “surgeries” on3rd Saturday each month
08.30 - 10.00

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents
Highway lights and Footpath damage (location and problem) 03456080193
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)
01243642222
Waste collection queries
03456080194
Trading Standards
03456080197
Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet
Magazine Editor and Advertisements
Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH
Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com
01892 661882
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