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THE DORSET ARMS |

The Dorset Arms, Withyham
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms.
A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week,
serving Buckhurst Eate and local seasonal produce.
01892 770278 enquiries@dasetarms.co.uk

THE DORSET ARMS
BUCKHURST PARK WITHYHAM
HARTFIELD TN7 4BD

Logs For Sale

£50 truck load or £100 trailer load

cut to length, deliveed and unloaded at your home
Stoves ad open fires catered for

Call Chris Bower918927405987761468755

ADAM C WILES

Quality Carpentry and Building
Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery endiken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex
Telephone:01892 770554 Mobile:0781 8434506
wilesbuild@sky.com

CHAIR CANING,
SEAGRASS WORK
H=HH=HH= ===t =t =1

MIKE
PARCELL

1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch,

Hartfield, TN7 4EX
Tel: 01892 770764




ANDY SAYERS Howard
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial

Electricity in safe hands Residential & commercial; sales, lettings,
= e e valuations and property management

UK Medium Estate Agency of the Year
201 5

+— e

M: 07836 256146 e )
P: 01892740631  mml A\ .
E: info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk THESS TS
W: www.andysayerselectrical.co.uk Fora free'market appralsal contact

FOREST ROW 01342 458252
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 278085

View all our properties at
howardcundey.com

John Waller, Underwoodsman Ltd
Woven Fencing & Hurdles; Living Willow Structures; Baskets; Garden Structures;
Plant Supports & Trellis; Garden Furniture; Tree Surgery; Hedgelaying; Seasoned Logs

Green Wood Workshop Courses at Bore Place, Chlddlngstone
Hurdles s Fencing, Pole Lathe Wood Turning & Chair Making,
Willow Plant Supports, Hedgelaying, Coppicing, Charcoal,
Basketry, Fruit Tree Maintenance

4 Mount Pleasant Cottages, Blackham TN3 QUH
info@underwoodsman.co.uk www.underwoodsman.co.uk

01892 740303 (eves) or 07788 748618

W. SMITHERS & SONS

EST. 1955

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559 FAX 01342 850981 EMAIL
COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and hekiticlggens
and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decoratin
Covering all types of building work.



http://www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk/

THE PARISH OF
ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM
with ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM

Priestin Charge Position Vacant 01892770976
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA
Churchwarden: Mr Richard Carden 01342822491
Cat Street House, Upper Hartfield, TN7 4DP
Churchwaden Mr Antony Cumberland 01892 864347
Woodmead, Orchard Rise, Groombridge, Kent, TN3 9RX
Sexton& Verger  Mr John Collins 01892 662389
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough TN6 1JG
LicensedReader Mrs Elizabeth Parish 01892 864989
6 Lynwood, Groombridg&N3 9LX
Licensed Reader Mr Donald Yonge 07872529740
Organist ~ Mrs Sue StoneGRSM ARCM DipEd 01892 770978
Deputy OrganistPeter Ellefsen BSc Eng MIEE 01892 653965
Bell Tower CaptainRosemary Russell 01892 610659
WITHYHAM & BLACKHAM PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
Hon. Treasurer Mrs Anne Barker, 01892 661393
Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough TN6 1UU
Asst. Treasurer  Mrs Pauline Cremer 01892 663469
Pembury, Mytle Road, CrowborougfiN6 1EY
Hon. Secretary Mrs Gilly Halcrow 01892 770607
Backshaws, Cohford Lane, Upper Hartfield, TN7 4DJ
Child Protection OfficerMr Donald Yonge 07872529740
ALL SAINTS REPRESENTATIVES
Mrs Sue Schooling 01892740397
Mr Tony Heath OBE 01892 740577
Other Representatives
WithyhamFlower Guild Jill Pardey 01892661882
BlackhamFlowers Sue Schooling 01892740397
Withyham Altar Linen Diane Pedder 01892 770240
WithyhamChurchCaretakers:  Diana Muckleston 01892864410
Diane Pedder 01892770240
Chichester Cathedral Link Rep Sheila Jones 01892864117

Webste: www.withyhamchurch.org
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CHURCH CALENDAR 1 FEBiQUARY 2016
ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM

Thursday 4™ 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 7"
11.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
Wednesday 18
7.00 p.m.
Thursday 11" 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 14"
9.45 a.m.
11.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
Thursday 18" 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 21°
11.00a.m.
6.30 p.m.
Thursday 25"
Sunday B"
9.45 a.m.
11.00a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Thursday 3 March 10.00 a.m.

Sunday 6" March

11.00 a.m.

Said Morning Prayer
Quinquagesima
Sung Euchasit
Evensong

Ash Wednesday
Service of Holy Communion
Said Morning Prayer
First Sundayin Lent
Family Service
Matins

Evensong

Said Morning Prayer
Secord Sundayin Lent
Matins

Evensong

Said Morning Prayer
Third Sundayin Lent
Family Service
Matins

Evensmg

Said Morning Prayer
Mothering Sunday
All Age Eucharist

This service will be taken by the Bishop of Chichester

6.30 p.m.

Parish Registers

St Michael and All Angels, Withyham

Baptism

Evensong

On 24" JanuaryCharles George Bellson of Angie and Ivan Bell was christened.

Funerals

On 4" January the funeral took place Bfank Noel Minton Haines aged 91

followed by cremation.

On 229 January the funeral took placeéggy Edwardsfollowed by irterment in

the churchyard.
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ALETTER FROM THE RECTORY 0
We are all immensely grateful to Elizabeth Parish and Donald Yonge, who
have been contributing monthly pieces for this page every month.

"Wan February with weeping cheer,
Whose cold hand guides the youngling year
Down misty roads of mire and rime,
Before thy pale and fitful face
The shrill wind shifts the clouds apace
Through skies the morning scarce may climb.
Thine eyes are thick with heavy tears,
But lit with hopes that light the ye@t"
(SwinburneA Year's @rols: February)

I donot suppose February is ar
winter nor spring, but often a confusion of both (especially now with the
bizarre winter Weoathimratwégyvetbad
(even in this Leap Yearp s someone once wrote
l ong as is needed to pass the tin

Swinburne could hardly be called a believer in God, let alone the
Christian message, yet in the last line of the poem above he perha
inadvertently touches onkay part of that message: the hope that lights the
year. For g February, in the calendar of the Christian Church, is known as
Candlemad to commemorate the Presentation of Christ in the Temple:
after the ritual 40 days of purification following her o8 b i r t h
brought Jesus into the templélso there was a devout Jew called Simeon
whom God had promised would not die until he saw the Messéaid
when he saw Jesus, he clearly realised who and what He was and Sime
praises God: fAmyoeyesahaatei ceé&é. ¢
Gentil es, and to be (Lbke?2: B2letsseqy o f

Jesus, we proclaim, is the Light of the woilda light that no
darkness can overcom&/here so often we battle through darkness to find
outwho we really are and where we should go, we have this promise fror
God: that we are loved by Him and because of the light of that love
revealed in Jesus, illuminating our path we may step forward into the
future in hope.

With every blessing in Christ

Donald
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Churchwardens Notesi January

Christmastide has been and goaed attendance figures for the
various servicegvere encouraging despite the interregniiMe owe a huge
thank you to Elizabeth and Donald for all their hard wekind the scenes,
as well as in front.The Choir were irgood voice throughout the numerous
services, particularly the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, a tribute
our Director of Music, Sue Stone.

We were very pleased that the Carol Service at Blackham 8n 1.
December was so well attended

Our thanks go ats to the grandchildren of the late Lady Dionne
Gibson for the magnificent Christmas tree and for those who decorated
including John and Genevie¥awanda.

We had another good turnout for our all age Plough Sunday servi
on 10th Januaryand with Easteso early this year Advent will soon be
upon us.

As you can imagine we are constantly being asked about progre
towards appointing a new priest. The situation is that we have had two gc
applicants, anaur preferred candidate will meet the Bishop ofdBbster
in early February. Until such time as we have a firm decision from th
Diocese we feel it would be both premature and unwise to disclose prec
details, but the person involved is currently responsible for a group of fi\
rural parishes, and weeconfident he would be well regarded in this area
We hope it will not be too long before we can give you further news.

Mothering Sunday on"SMarch is an important date for your diaries
as the Bishop of Chichester will be takiag All Age Eucharisbn that day
We are delighted that the Bishop is able to visit us, and we trust that t
parish will give him a memorable and enjoyable welcome.

Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland

EASTER LILIES

There is a longstanding tradition at St Michaels that people who wislj to
commemorate their loved ones who have departed this life, present lilies fhic
will form the bais for the floral decoration of the church at Easter.

Sometine next montha list and envelopesill be placedat the back tthe
church. You will be asked tavrite the names of those to be remembered orfjthe
list and donateE1.50 per lily (@sh or beque made out to Withyham Churfh
Flower Fund) Please pit your name on the envelope and get diidPardey
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YOUNG CHURCH
LENT

God is always ready to give us another chance to try again

fruit on this tree?
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Diseased tree another Healthy tree yvith
with no fruit chance lots of fruit

Can you find the hidden fruits in the word search?

S B AN A N A CP R N J Q Y N

Apple M T R ¥ £ 8 F X A T 1 R J
Apricot
— Y G R K K E B E M V D M R F
Blackberry H R S A E L P PAE NI P E M
Blueberry C VR KWA Z I MB DT UGB L
Cherry
Gooseberry oMU E-P B E VL Q@ @ M & E ¥
Grape E B E P E O EAB S FEF D O U Y
Kiwi
Lemon BEX L B ¥ P E RUGLE E X 0 L 6
Lime Z E 6 8§ R K § R R E A €& & B H
Orange
Peach O R Q A B A P AL Y F R E B E
Pear
Pineapple D BT E I A NARMUHIK B S R
Plum € V R EF A RGL M NI ET R
Raspberry
Strawberry S R P L U MX F E I Z W R K

Y AN N Q A U G I L M




PRAYER CORNER

A Prayer before Bible Reading
O Lord, you have given us your word
for a light to shine upoour path
Grant us so to meditate on that word,
andto follow its teaching,
that we may find in it the light
that shines more and more until the perfect day;
through Jesus Christ our Laord Amen.

A Morning Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,
wethank you that you have brought us safely
to the beginning of this da.
Keep us from falling into sin
or running into danger,
order us in all our doings
and guide us to do always
what is righteou your sight;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
adapted from th&ook ofCommonPrayer

An Evening Collect
Lighten our darkness,
Lord, we pray,
andin your great mercy
defend us from all the perils and dangers of this night,
for the love of your only Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
adapted from th&ook ofCommonPrayer

Thank you corner
During my recent iliness and incarceration at the Ni##&sure, Sun Hwa

and | were overwhelmed by the cards and telephone calls enquiring about n
progress.So many, in fact, that | simply couldn't reply to all of theldence, this
thank you, to all who sent encouragement and offers of hielpeally browght
home the fact that we do live in a caring community and anyone who say:s

"There's no such thing as society"”, is wrong.
I am now well on the road to recovery, although it will be some months yet

before | climb any laddersl missed being in the Pantomeé, but, if they'll have
me, | will be back. That is, if | can wrestle the padded bra off Richard Pardey!

Sincerely, Peter & Sun Hwa Giriffiths.



Withyham Panto 2016

TheKi n g s 6 raftdrgdhdold with song and laughter
athis Bamaxacsk and the Beansst
very own Giant, Oliver Murphy.Standingat over 8 feettall in
his tophat, Oliver terrified children and parents alike.

Our gallant hero, Jack,playedby Richard Stafforcand
talented newcomer Thalia Janmett delighted us ashis
¢ sweetheart Helena But He | e mpardnts Mayor Boris -

, Withyham favourite Paul Radforahd his wife ProseccaHoney
Wilson), thoughtJackwa s n 6 t good enougdgh
until he became very riobf coursé

Director Anne Barker put together greatshowand as
always the singers were stars of the show, thanks to the stror
leadership of Musical Director, Sue StonEthe opening number, iV
show off to a great start and the Narrator kept the story flowitly four Minstrels: who
amused and dighted all evening.Richard Pardey madecaptivatingDame, complete with
colourful makeup brilliantly done by Linda Charlton, Fiona Poulter and Genevieve Zawada
who did all t hup. Al dack PantosneeedsadcoveMamn Scarland and
Laura Phillipsweretruly professionalnd hardlyput a hoof wrong!
Evil Count Piers Wilson made a brilliant villain showing that
inconsistent accents are the comedic way to agm his two
i ncomp et egeartond dtth eandcSeratchitt(Sarah Saxty rad
Rick Hunnanm entertained usvith some nimble footwork

At the start of thesecond Act Jackclimbs up the magic
beanstalk,nto the Gi a rkitcllerand neetst h e  Gdaaghter
Maxima, played by the effervescefandora Wilson who nearl
convinced us that she was only 5 yeatd while the giant golden
egg layingGoose played byTilly Wilson, showed a real flair for
comedy.

A special mentionfor the wonderful baritone, Stephen Hawksley who made a
welcome return to the WithyhastageandAlexanderBishop who gave a highly enteiriang
performaic e as t he Wdnotdosmardion@ gorgedBdbllgwood actress)

The sets were firatlass, thanks to Nigel Cassford, although they did present :
challenge in scene shifting for Stage Manager Meg Stafford and her assistant Alis
Hunnam who met the challengerilliantlyé . Bdasilently. A note of praise too, to the
Lighting and Sound men, who never missed a cueelNigssford and Bryan Williams.

The pantofinished with a HAPPY ENDING, of courset hanks to W
favourite fairy played bythe delightfulElizabeth Parish She reunited Milky White with
Jack ancensuredhe Giantwasgiven a good sendff by theentire Wilson familyés spirited
renditionof The Sound of Musit,s A So L o n g Exhabstedviéhwiteall, Eliaabeth
wowed the audience with her themeduiNo-One | oves a sHa@ty! Andthevh €
rest!llo Oh but we do Elizabeth!Finally, This year sava surprise appearance on Saturday
night i Earl de La Warrappearedas the Pub Landlordndwas awar ded wi t
very own WAFTA (think BAFTA) for Best Newcomer.Playing to packed houses at every
performancet h i s Jgck and thesBeanstallas agiantsuccessnd raised a tidy sum for
our three charitieRiding for the Disabled, St Micha®ls Chur ch &@nkHaltlhe
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MONTHLY SATURDAY MARKET

(the first Saturday of every month except January)
with an authentic village life atmosphere
and local produce for sale

0 SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 6th
MARKET

10am 1 12:30pm
Blackham Village Hall
~ Meet other villagers ~
at NThe St age

Enjoy refreshments of

Filter Fresh Coffee, Tea and Homemade Cakes
Local Produce for sale will include: Bread, Free range eggs, Home Bakery, Preserves
Occasional special fiuand vegFresh Willetts Ice Cream,
Also availableFair Trade goods, Phoenix Cardloe Vera Health products
Handnade jewellery
Blackham village hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote and maint
the village hall for the gayment and benefit of the community

Wool Appeal
I

For a number of year s have kni

Mi ssion t &WeSeatabDeuble knit wool or
do not want , I would Heesenptgmat &t
much yobli hlmee.bring it 0tlo8®eROBB2h or
Since my two months in a containe
hats and gl oves careewsa p pmoesctil aytsef do obnyB ut
Crewse supplied by the Company w

wor ki ng oloavwartnballtTontehyi nlgove t he hat
Rosemary -Rawloigrasion.
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WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Helen and the committee would like to wish all our members a very hapy
and healthy New Year. Weate a lovely programme for you this year with 2 trips,
2 soci al events and three shows. @)
the spring show on Saturday th® April. We will be finalising the schedule and
getting it to members as soon as gibke. Membership cards will be available
from the committee very soon. The cost remains the same: £4 and £3.50 for c
6006s. They will al so be availabl e a

The Royal Mires event at which you will be able to get 20% off on all plan
buys excluding sale items will be on Saturday th& A@ril (you will need your
membership cards for this).

On Saturday 4 June, we have a trip to Waterperry gardens in Oxfordshire
and the on Saturday 94September there will be a visit to the RHS gasdat
Hyde Hall. If you would like to participate in either or both of these trips please I
me know (01892 661940). Cost has yet to be decided.

Garden tips for February are:

1. As new shoots appear in the borders clear away any debris and old ste
congested clumps can be lifted and divided to propagate new plants, sprinkl
general purpose fertiliser over beds so that plants have all the food required
ensure great displays for summer.

2. Prune late summer flowing clematis, cut each steimeabdse just above
a pair of fat green buds, also at this time of year give winter heathers their ann
trim, use shears or hand clippers to remove the flowing tips of each shoot cutti
back into |l ast year6s green growth L

3.Start chitting early new potat oc
to be harvested in June. Sow broad beans outside if you have free draining sol
in the green house in cardboard tubes in general purpose compost if the weath
still wet and cold

4. Start digging over the veg plot if it is dry enough ready for the summe
crops, to warm up the soil cover with cloches or thick plastic sheeting or even c
pieces of carpet.

We look forward to another successful year and hope to see many of you
the Spring Show.

Val Edwards (Secretary01892 66194D

DESTINY
fil was conscious of arpfound sense of relief. At lashad the authority to give
directions over the whole scene. | felt as if | were walking with destiny andltimay
past lifehad been a preparation forghiour and this tria.
Winston Churchill, 10" May 1940, on becoming prime minister

fil refuse to believe the notion that man is flotsam and jeisahe river of life, unable to
respond to the eternal forever that confronts &im.
Dr Martin Luther K ing, Jr
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This is another extract from the

Southern Weekly News date December 341937
Withyham has the distinction of being therfidy seat of Earl De La Warr, and the
districtis rich in historic connections with the ancient family of Sackville, the Dukes and
Earls of Dorset, the Bans Buckhwst, and the E# of De La Warr. The picturesque
timbered inn, tb Dorset arms standing on the little village green at the entrance to
Buckhurst Park is one of them.

The church of St Michaels and All Angels at
Withyham must be one of the prettiest in Sussex, and
it is filled with cherished relics of the Sackvilles.

Joseph Collins, sexton and parish clegand grandfather of John Collins our
presentsextonand veger) acts as guide and is an authority on local history with a headful
of dates

DESTROYED BY FIRE

Our list of rectors goes back to 1300 but the old registers and documents were lost
the fire which destroyed the chlrin 1663. An old history of the village records it thus:
filune ye 1B, 1663 was Wytheham Church burnt down by a tempeshufderand
lightning. The lightning came in at the steepteelted the bells, and went up the chancel
and thee tore the monments to pieca&s Said Joseph CollingiThe present monuments in
the Sackville Chapel are comparatively modern, and only a tablet dated 1448 was save
Fragments of the stained glassidows were also recovered and they were pieced together
to make the small windows now to be seen in the tower. We have a peal of eight bells
oneof the best in Susséxbutthey are seldom rung because we cannot get enough ringers.

The present chreh was built between 1661672, but the Tower and the south
doorwayare both dateédbout 1190, and are the oldest parts of the buildingr guide
went onfiThis redness in the stonework in the Tower is actually caused by the action of th
fire after the burnt stone was chiselled d@ff. Outside the Sackville Chapel another
noteworthy feature is the stained glass window presented to the chufhasies, King
of Wurtemburg in 1864to commemorate his visit there in 1858He probably atterst
the dedication of the window which showe ttamily tree of the Sackvillés

Mr Collins takes pride in keeping the church nice, but he is worried about the
graveyard outside.fiVe are swarming with rabbits and we @akeep them out. They
come in and eat the flowers and nibble off new plants as we put them in.

o, R A QUEER GRAVE

The oddity of the churchyard is the grave ofeamamed
Edward Frisby Howis who died in 1830.fHe lived in
Crowborough but he was buriecre in Withyham at a spot
overlooking the farm in the valley where he was accustomed to
visit his greatest friendfiTo meet the wish expressed in his will
there is a shaft leading from the coffin to a small iron grating in
the grave mound so that his pirit might be ab# to look out
over the old farra Mr Collins addedas he showed us the strange
grave with the peep hole. fiNot so long ago one of his
descendats fromNew Zealand camherespecially to see @

(to be continued)

Yo
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(I am very gratefuto Roger Lyorof RL Computer Soluthsfor this series of articles)

Can you spare a cycle, mate?

Your computer has a feature which, perhapsom® has told you about.
Thisisaneveendi ng task that tells your ¢
idle task fills up your spare computinipts (cycles) when nothing useful can be
done. Or can it? How would you like to donate your spare computing cycles
helping worthy causes?

Distributed computing uses the principle that many hands make light wor
Its cleverness lies in cutting largend complex problems into manageable
mouthfuls and feeding these to a lot of computers connected by the shini
pathways of the internet. Combining the results of analysing these mouthf
solves the larger problem without making a meal of it.

Examplesinclude searching for a cure for AIDS and Ebola, understandin
medicines, or identifying asteroids on courseHarth and much more besides.

You can review the vast range of current projects at
http://rlcomputersolutions.co.uk/dc

Helping with one of thes programmes will not slow your computer or
tablet. The software writers have designed it to pause automatically while you «
away from mains power.

So leap in to help your preferred research effort that may save your life o
day. Orfind stupendousl | ar ge pri me numbers i f t

Roger Lyon (01342 825209)

B 7| \ /N 74
& HYPE
“‘ *‘(’ HA;FIEL:VOUNG PsopLE‘ 2 "00'
‘@0 W

Youth Group
School Years 7 & 8

Every Other Monday 6.15-7.30pm

Q] Jan, 25 Jan, 2 Feb, 22 Feb, 7 Mar, etc)

t the Pavilion Hot Potato Night
Air hockey, music, pool table, chill out space, tuck shop, table tennis, etc

At Hartfield Village Hall - £2 (+ 50p for tuck)

Any questions? Meg Coppin 07815 511142
www. hartfieldchurch.org

* All members must be collected by an adult *
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WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) Notes i JANUARY 2016.
WDC and ESCC REPORTS: ESCCreported that the Ofsted report on the Schools
| mprovement Ser vi AWPC wpored é@umbar pf ar€as affbded by
water and requested ESCC action to clear drains, ditches and roads. ESCC agreed to s
clarification on who should be clearing ditches.
WDC updated council on issues relating to Ashdown Forest and clarified that the
Boundary Review will make no changes to the Parish boundaries only to the
responsibilities of district councill or
the District Councillor in Hartfield. WPC expressed its concern about this change.
POLICE AND N EIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT: Two new PCSOs, Marion
Keeton and Paula Gatward wifbr the time beingbe coveiling the parish They will be
holding street meetings and doing walkalsoitt Groombridge on 1B3February;
16" March and 18 April. WPC has writen to Sarah Roberts, our previous PCSO,
thanking her for all her suppoover the last few yearsChief Inspector Robert Leet met
WPC to discuss tte proposed new policing model ahdas agreed to s|
Public meeting on 0February when herewill be an opportunity for residents to give
their views on policing Neighbourhood Watch is expanding across the parish.
WARD REPORTS
GROOMBRIDGE WARD: Potholes are an issue particularly on Station Road on the
way to Broadwater ForestHighways have ken informed. The ontractors for the new
property on Eridge Road have accepted liability for the impacheif wehicles on the
verges but making good will have to wait until work is complete
ST JOHNOG S ERCCRRIghts of Way has surveyed the damag&itiridge Lane
by off-road vehicles, and accepted that there is an issue with a collapsed cilkert.
Environment Agency has been alerted to
WITHYHAM/BLACKHAM WARD: The drain grating outside Blackham VH has still
not bea replaced by Highways and is a hazard. WPC will contact ESCC. Exciting
proposals to rejuvenate Balls Green Play Area into a green Community Space have be
approved. Itis hoped thablunteerswill be able tocompletethis work ty the summe
WPC BUDGET FOR 2016/17:A budget forexpenditure irR01617 of £131,268 with an
income of £14,363 resslin a net expenditure of £116,885 was recommended to WPC.
The Internal Auditorconsiders his is prudent. Based on the provisional tax base for
16/17, thiswould be £75.91 per band D propefgn increase of 6p per wéek support a
budget of £98,636. This and the proposal that rdeerves budget should contain
eamarkedreserves of £57,500, was approved unanimously.
TWO PARISH EVENTS to note: There will be a PUBLIC MEETING on
10" February, 6.30 for 7pm until 9pm in the Groombridge Village Hallhis will be an
opportunity for you to come along and discuss policing in the parish; Gatwick airport
developments, the effects ofldgationof services fronESCC and WDC and our vision
for the parish over the next five years, which includes the setting up of a Voluntee
workforce. Do join us for a cuppa or a glass of winfOUR ANNUAL PARISH
ASSEMBLY on 19" March is advertised separately.
CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN. There will be aPARISH LITTER PICK as partof a
nati onal i nitiati ve t oln@reomkmitige, shis will takk placeQ u
on 5"March. AND TALKING ABOUT THE QUEEN . We hope you have put Saturday
11" June in your diary to join us onr@mbridge Recreation Ground with your picnics to
cel e NOAM &WVE6 ARE 90. 6 Diana Kelly: Chair
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Groombridge Horticultural Society

By the time you read this, we will have kicked off the year with
Annual General Meeting on 2Danuary followed by ouiirst speaker of the
year i Alexis Datta, exHead Gardener at Sissinghutstiking éou her
experiences thereThis has no doubt got us all thinking about our gard
againand keen to get out thére

Our rexteventisatalktnAf Poi s on s, Poti ons,
Michael Lynn at 8pm on Thursday 18th February in the Groombridge
Village Hall (New Hall). Michael is known for being an entertaining spea
and his subject explores all the things that people have done over the cg
to stop insects eating their plants.

As usual, there will béea, coffee and biscuits servadd all arevery
welcomei entry is free for members and £3 for rmembers (which gives
full membership for the 2@lyear). Any questions please contact Gillian
01892 864580 agillian@rowans.clara.co.ukVe look faward to seing you

STOP YOUR COMPLAINING (aHighland Reflection bRev Jim Lamont)

The story is told of a young man who entered a very strict monastic order.
was so strict that members were permitted to speak only two words per year to
Abbot. At the end of year one the young man spoke his two wiRksd food. At
the end of the second yeditiard bed. At the end of the third yealém leaving.

The Abbott repliedfiWell ités about time. Complaj complain, complaiii thatGs all
youdve done since you came hire

Complain, complain, complain; we all do it and the truth is that some of u
complain more than others. Complain about food, complain about work, compla
about othepeople, complain about the atber and on and on we could go. We could
write down a whole list of complaints that others make and those that we ma
ourseVes. Indeed it seems that at times some people are never happy unless they
something to complain about. | have indeed met people who seem to enj
complaining; having a sort of Victor Meldrew syndrome.

| suggested to the children at school one dden we were thinking of
something to give up for Lent that we should think about giving up complaining. No
therds a thought!To give up complaining for 40 dalydf we wereableto do that then
we would find that we might be able to manage ifbidays and perhaps evéh

So as you read this why not make this the first day to stop your complaining a
begin to look for something to praise; begin to look for those things for which yo
ought to be thankful to God. So stop your complaining and instead take to heart th
words of Paul to the Church at Philipfiinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirakt
1 if anything is excellent or praiseworthythink on thesehings. (Philippians 4:8)
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