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ADAM C WILES  
Quality Carpentry and Building 

Established 30 Years 

All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken 

Internal Alterations and Extensions 

Withyham, East Sussex 
Telephone:01892 770554    Mobile:0781 8434506 

wilesbuild@sky.com 

 

 

Logs For Sale 
£50 truck load or £100 trailer load,  

cut to length, delivered and unloaded at your home 

Stoves and open fires catered for 

Call Chris Bowers 01892740598/07761468755 

   

CHAIR CANING,  

SEAGRASS WORK 
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE  
PARCELL 

1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 
Hartfield, TN7 4EX 

Tel: 01892 770764 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 
A family- friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, 
serving Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce. 

01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk 



 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ  
TEL 01342 850559     FAX 01342 850981     EMAIL 

COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK  

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens 

and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  

Covering all types of building work. 

  

http://www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk/
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CHURCH CALENDAR ï FEBRUARY 2016 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM  
Thursday 4

th
 
 

10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 7
th
    Quinquagesima 

 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Wednesday 10
th
    Ash Wednesday 

 7.00 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

Thursday 11
th 

10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 14
th
    First Sunday in Lent 

 9.45 a.m. Family Service 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 
Thursday 18

th
  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 21
st
     Second Sunday in Lent 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 25
th
     Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 28
th
     Third  Sunday in Lent 

 9.45 a.m. Family Service 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 3
rd

 March 10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 6
th
 March    Mothering Sunday 

 11.00 a.m. All Age Eucharist 

This service will be taken by the Bishop of Chichester 
 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 

Parish Registers 
St Michael and All Angels, Withyham 

Baptism 

On 24
th
 January, Charles George Bell, son of Angie and Ivan Bell was christened. 

Funerals 

On 4
th
 January the funeral took place of Frank Noel Minton Haines aged 91 

followed by cremation. 

On 22
nd

 January the funeral took place of Peggy Edwards followed by interment in 

the churchyard. 
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ñLETTER FROM THE RECTORY ò 
We are all immensely grateful to Elizabeth Parish and Donald Yonge, who 

have been contributing monthly pieces for this page every month. 

"Wan February with weeping cheer, 

Whose cold hand guides the youngling year 

Down misty roads of mire and rime, 

Before thy pale and fitful face 

The shrill wind shifts the clouds apace 

Through skies the morning scarce may climb. 

Thine eyes are thick with heavy tears, 

But lit with hopes that light the yearôs." 

(Swinburne, A Year's Carols: February) 

I donôt suppose February is anyoneôs favourite month; itôs neither 

winter nor spring, but often a confusion of both (especially now with the 

bizarre winter weather weôve had).  Fortunately itôs the shortest month 

(even in this Leap Year); as someone once wrote ñFebruary is merely as 

long as is needed to pass the time until March.ò  

Swinburne could hardly be called a believer in God, let alone the 

Christian message, yet in the last line of the poem above he perhaps 

inadvertently touches on a key part of that message: the hope that lights the 

year. For 2
nd

 February, in the calendar of the Christian Church, is known as 

Candlemas ï to commemorate the Presentation of Christ in the Temple: 

after the ritual 40 days of purification following her sonôs birth, Mary 

brought Jesus into the temple.  Also there was a devout Jew called Simeon 

whom God had promised would not die until he saw the Messiah.  And 

when he saw Jesus, he clearly realised who and what He was and Simeon 

praises God: ñmy eyes have seen your salvationéé.a light to lighten the 

Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israelò (Luke 2: 22 et seq). 

Jesus, we proclaim, is the Light of the world ï a light that no 

darkness can overcome.  Where so often we battle through darkness to find 

out who we really are and where we should go, we have this promise from 

God: that we are loved by Him and because of the light of that love, 

revealed in Jesus, illuminating our path we may step forward into the 

future in hope. 

With every blessing in Christ 

Donald 
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Churchwardens Notes ï January 
Christmastide has been and gone and attendance figures for the 

various services were encouraging despite the interregnum.  We owe a huge 

thank you to Elizabeth and Donald for all their hard work behind the scenes, 

as well as in front.  The Choir were in good voice throughout the numerous 

services, particularly the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, a tribute to 

our Director of Music, Sue Stone. 

We were very pleased that the Carol Service at Blackham on 13
th
 

December was so well attended 

Our thanks go also to the grandchildren of the late Lady Dionne 

Gibson for the magnificent Christmas tree and for those who decorated it, 

including John and Genevieve Zawanda. 

We had another good turnout for our all age Plough Sunday service 

on 10th January, and with Easter so early this year Advent will soon be 

upon us. 

As you can imagine we are constantly being asked about progress 

towards appointing a new priest. The situation is that we have had two good 

applicants, and our preferred candidate will meet the Bishop of Chichester 

in early February. Until such time as we have a firm decision from the 

Diocese we feel it would be both premature and unwise to disclose precise 

details, but the person involved is currently responsible for a group of five 

rural parishes, and we are confident he would be well regarded in this area.  

We hope it will not be too long before we can give you further news. 

Mothering Sunday on 6
th
 March is an important date for your diaries 

as the Bishop of Chichester will be taking an All Age Eucharist on that day.  

We are delighted that the Bishop is able to visit us, and we trust that the 

parish will give him a memorable and enjoyable welcome. 

Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland 

EASTER LILIES  
There is a long-standing tradition at St Michaels that people who wish to 

commemorate their loved ones who have departed this life, present lilies which 

will form the basis for the floral decoration of the church at Easter. 

Sometime next month, a list and envelopes will be placed at the back of the 

church.  You will be asked to write the names of those to be remembered on the 

list and donate £1.50 per lily (cash or cheque made out to Withyham Church 

Flower Fund).  Please put your name on the envelope and get it to Jill Pardey 
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YOUNG CHURCH  

LENT  
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A Prayer before Bible Reading 

O Lord, you have given us your word 

for a light to shine upon our path. 

Grant us so to meditate on that word, 

and to follow its teaching, 

that we may find in it the light 

that shines more and more until the perfect day; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A M orning Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

we thank you that you have brought us safely 

to the beginning of this da. 

Keep us from falling into sin 

or running into danger, 

order us in all our doings 

and guide us to do always 

what is righteous in your sight; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
             adapted from the Book of Common Prayer 

An Evening Collect 

Lighten our darkness, 

Lord, we pray, 

and in your great mercy 

defend us from all the perils and dangers of this night, 

for the love of your only Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
             adapted from the Book of Common Prayer 

 

During my recent illness and incarceration at the NHS pleasure, Sun Hwa 

and I were overwhelmed by the cards and telephone calls enquiring about my 

progress.  So many, in fact, that I simply couldn't reply to all of them.  Hence, this 

thank you, to all who sent encouragement and offers of help.  It really brought 

home the fact that we do live in a caring community and anyone who says, 

"There's no such thing as society", is wrong. 

I am now well on the road to recovery, although it will be some months yet 

before I climb any ladders!  I missed being in the Pantomime, but, if they'll have 

me, I will be back.  That is, if I can wrestle the padded bra off Richard Pardey! 

Sincerely, Peter & Sun Hwa Griffiths. 
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Withyham Panto 2016 
The Kingsô Hallôs rafters shook with song and laughter 

at this yearôs Panto: Jack and the Beanstalk with Withyhamôs 

very own Giant, Oliver Murphy.  Standing at over 8 feet tall in 

his top hat, Oliver terrified children and parents alike.  

Our gallant hero, Jack, played by Richard Stafford and 

talented newcomer, Thalia Jemmett delighted us as his 

sweetheart, Helena.  But Helenaôs parents, Mayor Boris - 

Withyham favourite Paul Radford and his wife, Prosecca (Honey 

Wilson), thought Jack wasnôt good enough for their daughter ï 

until he became very rich of course! 

Director Anne Barker put together a great show and as 

always the singers were stars of the show, thanks to the strong 

leadership of Musical Director, Sue Stone.  The opening number, ñWho Will Buy?ò got the 

show off to a great start and the Narrator kept the story flowing with four Minstrels: who 

amused and delighted all evening.  Richard Pardey made a captivating Dame, complete with 

colourful make-up brilliantly done by Linda Charlton, Fiona Poulter and Genevieve Zawada, 

who did all the performersômake-up.  All Jack Pantos need a cow.  Maron Scarland and 

Laura Phillips were truly professional and hardly put a hoof wrong!  

Evil Count Piers Wilson made a brilliant villain showing that 

inconsistent accents are the comedic way to go and his two 

incompetent óHenchpersonsô, Itch and Scratchitt, (Sarah Saxty and 

Rick Hunnam) entertained us with some nimble footwork  

At the start of the second Act, Jack climbs up the magic 

beanstalk, into the Giantôs kitchen and meets the Giantôs daughter, 

Maxima, played by the effervescent Pandora Wilson who nearly 

convinced us that she was only 5 years old; while the giant golden-

egg laying Goose, played by Tilly Wilson, showed a real flair for 

comedy. 

A special mention for the wonderful baritone, Stephen Hawksley who made a 

welcome return to the Withyham stage and Alexander Bishop who gave a highly entertaining 

performance as the Woodsmanôs wife (not to mention a gorgeous Bollywood actress). 

The sets were first-class, thanks to Nigel Cassford, although they did present a 

challenge in scene shifting for Stage Manager Meg Stafford and her assistant Alison 

Hunnam, who met the challenge brilliantlyé. éand silently.  A note of praise too, to the 

Lighting and Sound men, who never missed a cue: Nigel Cassford and Bryan Williams. 

The panto finished with a HAPPY ENDING, of course, thanks to Withyhamôs 

favourite fairy played by the delightful Elizabeth Parish.  She reunited Milky White with 

Jack and ensured the Giant was given a good send-off by the entire Wilson familyôs spirited 

rendition of The Sound of Musicôs, ñSo Long, Farewellò.  Exhausted with it all, Elizabeth 

wowed the audience with her theme tune: ñNo-One loves a Fairy when sheôs Forty! And the 

rest!!!ò  Oh but we do Elizabeth!  Finally, This year saw a surprise appearance on Saturday 

night ïEarl de La Warr appeared as the Pub Landlord and was awarded with Withyhamôs 

very own WAFTA (think BAFTA) for Best Newcomer.  Playing to packed houses at every 

performance, this yearôs Jack and the Beanstalk was a giant success and raised a tidy sum for 

our three charities, Riding for the Disabled, St Michaelôs Church and the Kingsô Hall. 
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MONTHLY SATURDAY MARKET 
(the first Saturday of every month except January) 

with an authentic village life atmosphere  
and local produce for sale 

SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 6th 

MARKET 
10am ï 12:30pm 

Blackham Village Hall 

 

~ Meet other villagers ~ 

at ñThe Stageò caf®! 

 

Enjoy refreshments of 

Filter Fresh Coffee, Tea and Homemade Cakes 
Local Produce for sale will include: Bread, Free range eggs, Home Bakery, Preserves, 

Occasional special fruit and veg, Fresh Willetts Ice Cream, 

Also available Fair Trade goods, Phoenix Cards, Aloe Vera Health products, 

Handmade jewellery 

Blackham village hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote and maintain 

the village hall for the enjoyment and benefit of the community 

 

Wool Appeal. 
For a number of years I have knitted hats and fingerless gloves for the 

Mission to Seafarers.  We use Double knit wool or wool mix, if you have any you 

do not want, I would be very grateful for it.  It does not matter what colour or how 

much you have.  Either bring it to church or ring me on 01892 540682. 

Since my two months in a container ship last year I have seen how much the 

hats and gloves are appreciated by the crews, mostly from the Philipines or Burma.  

Crews are supplied by the Company with hard hats, overalls, boots and 

working gloves, but not with warm clothing.  They love the hats in bright colours. 

Rosemary Cadogan-Rawlinson. 
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WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
Helen and the committee would like to wish all our members a very happy 

and healthy New Year.  We have a lovely programme for you this year with 2 trips, 

2 social events and three shows.  Our first item on this yearôs programme will be 

the spring show on Saturday the 9
th
 April.  We will be finalising the schedule and 

getting it to members as soon as possible.  Membership cards will be available 

from the committee very soon.  The cost remains the same: £4 and £3.50 for over 

60ôs.  They will also be available at the spring show. 

The Royal Mires event at which you will be able to get 20% off on all plant 

buys excluding sale items will be on Saturday the 16
th
 April (you will need your 

membership cards for this).   

On Saturday 4
th
 June, we have a trip to Waterperry gardens in Oxfordshire 

and the on Saturday 24
th
 September there will be a visit to the RHS gardens at 

Hyde Hall.  If you would like to participate in either or both of these trips please let 

me know (01892 661940).  Cost has yet to be decided.   

Garden tips for February are:  

1. As new shoots appear in the borders clear away any debris and old stems, 

congested clumps can be lifted and divided to propagate new plants, sprinkle a 

general purpose fertiliser over beds so that plants have all the food required to 

ensure great displays for summer.   

2.  Prune late summer flowing clematis, cut each stem at the base just above 

a pair of fat green buds, also at this time of year give winter heathers their annual 

trim, use shears or hand clippers to remove the flowing tips of each shoot cutting 

back into last yearôs green growth but not into old bare stems.  

3. Start chitting early new potatoes such as óWinstonô and óForemostô now 

to be harvested in June.  Sow broad beans outside if you have free draining soil or 

in the green house in cardboard tubes in general purpose compost if the weather is 

still wet and cold. 

4. Start digging over the veg plot if it is dry enough ready for the summer 

crops, to warm up the soil cover with cloches or thick plastic sheeting or even old 

pieces of carpet. 

We look forward to another successful year and hope to see many of you at 

the Spring Show.  

Val Edwards (Secretary 01892 661940) 

DESTINY 
ñI was conscious of a profound sense of relief.  At last I had the authority to give 

directions over the whole scene.  I felt as if I were walking with destiny and that all my 

past life had been a preparation for this hour and this trial.ò 

Winston Churchill, 10
th
 May 1940, on becoming prime minister 

ñI refuse to believe the notion that man is flotsam and jetsam in the river of life, unable to 

respond to the eternal forever that confronts him.ò 

Dr Martin Luther K ing, Jr 
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This is another extract from the 

Southern Weekly News date December 24
th

 1937 
 Withyham has the distinction of being the family seat of Earl De La Warr, and the 

district is rich in historic connections with the ancient family of Sackville, the Dukes and 

Earls of Dorset, the Barons Buckhurst, and the Earls of De La Warr.  The picturesque 

timbered inn, the Dorset arms standing on the little village green at the entrance to 

Buckhurst Park is one of them. 

The church of St Michaels and All Angels at 

Withyham must be one of the prettiest in Sussex, and 

it is filled with cherished relics of the Sackvilles. 

 Joseph Collins, sexton and parish clerk, (and grandfather of John Collins our 

present sexton and verger) acts as guide and is an authority on local history with a headful 

of dates. 

DESTROYED BY FIRE 

 Our list of rectors goes back to 1300 but the old registers and documents were lost in 

the fire which destroyed the church in 1663.  An old history of the village records it thus: 

ñJune ye 16
th
, 1663 was Wytheham Church burnt down by a tempest of thunder and 

lightning.  The lightning came in at the steeple, melted the bells, and went up the chancel 

and there tore the monuments to piecesò.  Said Joseph Collins: ñThe present monuments in 

the Sackville Chapel are comparatively modern, and only a tablet dated 1448 was saved.  

Fragments of the stained glass windows were also recovered and they were pieced together 

to make the small windows now to be seen in the tower.  We have a peal of eight bells ï 

one of the best in Sussex ï but they are seldom rung because we cannot get enough ringers. 

 The present church was built between 1663-1672, but the Tower and the south 

doorway are both dated about 1190, and are the oldest parts of the building,ò our guide 

went on ñThis redness in the stonework in the Tower is actually caused by the action of the 

fire after the burnt stone was chiselled off.ò  Outside the Sackville Chapel another 

noteworthy feature is the stained glass window presented to the church by ñCharles, King 

of Wurtemburgò in 1864 to commemorate his visit there in 1853.  ñHe probably attended 

the dedication of the window which shows the family tree of the Sackvillesò. 

 Mr Collins takes pride in keeping the church nice, but he is worried about the 

graveyard outside.  ñWe are swarming with rabbits and we canôt keep them out.  They 

come in and eat the flowers and nibble off new plants as we put them in.ò 

A QUEER GRAVE 

 The oddity of the churchyard is the grave of one named 

Edward Frisby Howis who died in 1830.  ñHe lived in 

Crowborough but he was buried here in Withyham at a spot 

overlooking the farm in the valley where he was accustomed to 

visit his greatest friend.  ñTo meet the wish expressed in his will 

there is a shaft leading from the coffin to a small iron grating in 

the grave mound ï so that his spirit might be able to look out 

over the old farmò Mr Collins added as he showed us the strange 

grave with the peep hole.  ñNot so long ago one of his 

descendants from New Zealand came here specially to see itò.  

(to be continued) 
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(I am very grateful to Roger Lyon of RL Computer Solutions for this series of articles) 

Can you spare a cycle, mate? 
Your computer has a feature which, perhaps, no-one has told you about.  

This is a never-ending task that tells your computer to doé well, nothing.  This 

idle task fills up your spare computing slots (cycles) when nothing useful can be 

done.  Or can it?  How would you like to donate your spare computing cycles to 

helping worthy causes?   

Distributed computing uses the principle that many hands make light work.  

Its cleverness lies in cutting large and complex problems into manageable 

mouthfuls and feeding these to a lot of computers connected by the shining 

pathways of the internet.  Combining the results of analysing these mouthfuls 

solves the larger problem without making a meal of it.   

Examples include searching for a cure for AIDS and Ebola, understanding 

medicines, or identifying asteroids on course for Earth and much more besides. 

You can review the vast range of current projects at 

http://rlcomputersolutions.co.uk/dc 

Helping with one of these programmes will not slow your computer or 

tablet.  The software writers have designed it to pause automatically while you are 

away from mains power.   

So leap in to help your preferred research effort that may save your life one 

day.  Or find stupendously large prime numbers if thatôs your taste. 

Roger Lyon (01342 825209) 
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WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) Notes ï JANUARY  2016.  

WDC and ESCC REPORTS: ESCC reported that the Ofsted report on the Schools 

Improvement Service was óVery Goodô.  WPC reported a number of areas affected by 

water and requested ESCC action to clear drains, ditches and roads. ESCC agreed to seek 

clarification on who should be clearing ditches.   

WDC updated council on issues relating to Ashdown Forest and clarified that the 

Boundary Review will make no changes to the Parish boundaries only to the 

responsibilities of district councillors.  St Johnôs ward will become the responsibility of 

the District Councillor in Hartfield.  WPC expressed its concern about this change.   

POLICE AND N EIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT: Two new PCSOs, Marion 

Keeton and Paula Gatward will, for the time being, be covering the parish.  They will be 

holding street meetings and doing walkabouts in Groombridge on 13
th
 February; 

16
th
 March and 13

th
 April.  WPC has written to Sarah Roberts, our previous PCSO, 

thanking her for all her support over the last few years.  Chief Inspector Robert Leet met 

WPC to discuss the proposed new policing model and has agreed to speak at WPCôs 

Public meeting on 10
th
 February, when there will be an opportunity for residents to give 

their views on policing.  Neighbourhood Watch is expanding across the parish.  

WARD REPORTS 

GROOMBRIDGE WARD: Potholes are an issue particularly on Station Road on the 

way to Broadwater Forest.  Highways have been informed.  The contractors for the new 

property on Eridge Road have accepted liability for the impact of their vehicles on the 

verges, but making good will have to wait until work is complete. 

ST JOHNôS WARD: ESCC Rights of Way has surveyed the damage to Gillridge Lane 

by off-road vehicles, and accepted that there is an issue with a collapsed culvert.  The 

Environment Agency has been alerted to the flooding in St Johnôs Lane. 

WITHYHAM/BLACKHAM WARD: The drain grating outside Blackham VH has still 

not been replaced by Highways and is a hazard.  WPC will contact ESCC.   Exciting 

proposals to rejuvenate Balls Green Play Area into a green Community Space have been 

approved.  It is hoped that volunteers will be able to complete this work by the summer. 

WPC BUDGET FOR 2016/17: A budget for expenditure in 2016/17 of £131,268 with an 

income of £14,363 results in a net expenditure of £116,885 was recommended to WPC.  

The Internal Auditor considers this is prudent.  Based on the provisional tax base for 

16/17, this would be £75.91 per band D property (an increase of 6p per week) to support a 

budget of £98,636.  This and the proposal that the reserves budget should contain 

earmarked reserves of £57,500, was approved unanimously.   

TWO PARISH EVENTS to note: There will be a PUBLIC MEETING on 

10
th 

February, 6.30 for 7pm until 9pm in the Groombridge Village Hall.  This will be an 

opportunity for you to come along and discuss policing in the parish; Gatwick airport 

developments, the effects of delegation of services  from ESCC and WDC and our vision 

for the parish over the next five years, which includes the setting up of a Volunteer 

workforce. Do join us for a cuppa or a glass of wine.  YOUR ANNUAL PARISH 

ASSEMBLY on 19
th

 March is advertised separately. 

CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN . There will be a PARISH LITTER PICK as part of a 

national initiative to celebrate the Queenôs birthday.  In Groombridge, this will take place 

on 5
th 

March.  AND TALKING ABOUT THE QUEEN . We hope you have put Saturday 

11
th
 June in your diary to join us on Groombridge Recreation Ground with your picnics to 

celebrate óNOW WE ARE 90.ô  Diana Kelly: Chairman.  
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STOP YOUR COMPLAINING  (a Highland Reflection by Rev Jim Lamont) 
 The story is told of a young man who entered a very strict monastic order.  It 

was so strict that members were permitted to speak only two words per year to the 

Abbot.  At the end of year one the young man spoke his two words: ñBad foodò.  At 

the end of the second year: ñHard bedò.  At the end of the third year: Iôm leavingò.  

The Abbott replied: ñWell itôs about time.  Complain, complain, complain ï thatôs all 

youôve done since you came hereò. 
 Complain, complain, complain; we all do it and the truth is that some of us 

complain more than others.  Complain about food, complain about work, complain 

about other people, complain about the weather and on and on we could go.  We could 

write down a whole list of complaints that others make and those that we make 

ourselves.  Indeed it seems that at times some people are never happy unless they have 

something to complain about.  I have indeed met people who seem to enjoy 

complaining; having a sort of Victor Meldrew syndrome. 

 I suggested to the children at school one day when we were thinking of 

something to give up for Lent that we should think about giving up complaining.  Now 

thereôs a thought!  To give up complaining for 40 days!  If we were able to do that then 

we would find that we might be able to manage it for 41 days and perhaps even 42. 

 So as you read this why not make this the first day to stop your complaining and 

begin to look for something to praise; begin to look for those things for which you 

ought to be thankful to God.  So stop your complaining and instead take to heart those 

words of Paul to the Church at Philippi: ñFinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 

ï if anything is excellent or praiseworthy ï think on these thingsò. (Philippians 4:8) 

  

Groombridge Horticultural Society  

By the time you read this, we will have kicked off the year with our 

Annual General Meeting on 21
st
 January followed by our first speaker of the 

year ï Alexis Datta, ex-Head Gardener at Sissinghurst talking about her 

experiences there.  This has no doubt got us all thinking about our gardens 

again and keen to get out there! 

Our next event is a talk on ñPoisons, Potions, Pests and Parasitesò by 

Michael Lynn at 8pm on Thursday 18th February in the Groombridge 

Village Hall (New Hall). Michael is known for being an entertaining speaker 

and his subject explores all the things that people have done over the centuries 

to stop insects eating their plants. 

As usual, there will be tea, coffee and biscuits served and all are very 

welcome ï entry is free for members and £3 for non-members (which gives 

full membership for the 2016 year). Any questions please contact Gillian on 

01892 864580 or gillian@rowans.clara.co.uk  We look forward to seeing you. 
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