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MIKE	PARCELL  
1	Oak	Cottages,	Chuck	Hatch,	

Hart2ield,	TN7	4EX	
Tel:	01892	770764

Daniel 
Offers a unique blend of traditional 
psychology with a range of tools for 

personal growth, spiritual awakening, 
emotional challenges, life changing 
events etc., to empower you to take 

control of your own life.  
Call 07951 013702  

for a free 30 min. consultation. 
www.limitlessflow.life

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 

A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, 
serving local seasonal produce. Accommodation available. 

01892 770278  enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

ADAM C WILES 
Quality Carpentry and Building 

Established 30 Years 
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken 

Internal Alterations and Extensions 
Withyham, East Sussex 

Telephone: 01892 770554   Mobile: 07818 434506 
wilesbuild@sky.com



OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 
TEL 01342 850559     FAX 01342 850981     EMAIL 

COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK 
Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and 
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  Covering all 

types of building work.

http://WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
http://WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
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The Parish of St Michael & All Angels, Withyham, 
with All Saints, Blackham

www.withyhamchurch.org

Incumbent The Rev. Canon James Campbell 
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA 
withyhamrector@gmail.com

01892 770069

Churchwarden Mr Richard Carden 
Cat Street House, Upper Hartfield, TN7 4DP

01342 822491

Churchwarden Mr Antony Cumberland 
The Beeches, Stonewall Park Road, Langton 

Green, TN3 0HG

01892 864347

Sexton & Verger Mr John Collins 
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough, TN6 1JG

01892 662389

Licensed Reader Mrs Elizabeth Parish 
6 Lynwood, Groombridge, TN3 9LX

01892 864989

Licensed Reader Mr Donald Yonge 07872 529740
Organist Mrs Sue Stone, GRSM ARCM DipEd 01892 770978
Deputy Organist Mr Peter Ellefsen, BSc CEng MIEE 01892 653965
Bell Tower Captain Mrs Julie Richardson 01892 652008
Hon. Treasurer Mrs Anne Barker 

Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough, TN6 1UU
01892 661393

Asst. Treasurer Mrs Pauline Cremer 
Pembury, Myrtle Road, Crowborough, 

TN6 1EY

01892 663469

Hon. Secretary Mrs Gilly Halcrow 
Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield, 

TN7 4DJ

01892 770607

Safeguarding 
Officer

Mr Donald Yonge 
safeguarding.withyhamchurch@gmail.com

07872 529740 

All Saints Representative Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Flower Guild Mrs Jill Pardey 01892 661882
Blackham Flowers Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Altar Linen Mrs Diane Pedder 01892 770240
Withyham Church Cleaning Rota Mrs Diana Muckleston 

Mrs Diane Pedder
01892 864410 
01892 770240

Chichester Cathedral Link Rep. Canon James Campbell 01892 770069
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Church Calendar - February 2019 
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Sunday 3rd: 5th before Lent 9.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ 
 11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 10th: 4th before Lent 9.45am Family Service 
 11.00am Matins 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 17th: 3rd before Lent 11.00am All Age Service 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 24th: 2nd before Lent 9.45am Family Service  
 11.00am Matins 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Wednesday 27th:  7.30pm Lent Course, The Rectory 

Thursday 28th: 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 3rd Mar: Next before Lent 9.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ 
 11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 6.30pm Evensong 

All Saints, Blackham: No services in February.

Parish Registers – December 2018 & January 2019 

FUNERAL 
On 12th December the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, 
Withyham of Kenyon Anthony Manwaring GILBERT, aged 68, 
followed by burial in the Churchyard.
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Letter from the Rectory – February 2019 

Dear Friends, 

Simon Thomas was someone who seemed to have everything.  Having been a 
‘Blue Peter’ presenter for six years, he’d joined Sky Sports, going on to present 
Premier League football.  He had a lovely wife and a son. 

But then his dream turned into a nightmare.  On 25 November 2017 he 
wrote on Twitter, “Today I am crushed with indescribable pain.  Just three days 
after falling ill with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia, my dear wife Gemma passed 
away yesterday evening surrounded by her family and friends.” He added, “If you 
are a prayer - pray for my boy Ethan.  8 years, precious and in bits. Thank you.”   

Simon and Gemma were active Christians, describing their faith as the 
foundation on which their marriage was built.  Before Gemma was ill, Simon 
said, “My faith is about God walking through life alongside me, being part of my 
life, not just on a Sunday when I go to Church with the family.  My relationship 
is all-encompassing and that includes my work.  I know that without God my job 
would be a lot harder.”   

For Simon, Gemma‘s death has been a massive challenge, especially as there 
was so little time to prepare for it.  After Gemma died, Simon was asked if he 
still believed in God.  He replied, “If I take my faith out of the equation, then 
at that moment any hope disappears.”  In John 11:25 Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 
they die.” 

Whilst the shock and pain was indescribable, Simon said that he also felt a 
bizarre sense of peace.  “They talk in the Bible about ‘the peace of God that 
passes all understanding.’  For most of my Christian life I didn’t know what that 
peace actually was or felt like.  I thought it was just a peace you feel when you sit 
on a desert island or in your favourite place.  But what it actually is, is having 
peace in the most unlikely places, in the most chaotic and fear-filled places.  It 
gave me the strength to be able to walk out of that hospital that morning, having 
just been dealt the biggest blow I’ll ever have, and feel a sense of calm.”  

James Campbell
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Churchwardens’ Notes 
We	hope	you	have	all	had	an	enjoyable	Christmas	and	New	Year	break	and	that	
things	have	returned	to	normal	again.	Since	our	last	notes	there	has	been	a	
great	amount	of	ac?vity.	
There	was	a	good	turnout	of	helpers	for	the	churchyard	clear	up	at	the	end	of	
November	when	a	great	amount	of	work	was	achieved.	There	seemed	to	be	
more	leaves	than	usual	to	clear	this	year	and	the	bonfires	kept	burning	for	a	
number	of	days	aBerwards.	The	removal	of	scrub	and	a	number	of	smaller	
bushes	at	the	lower	end	of	the	churchyard	has	greatly	improved	the	view	of	the	
church	from	the	road.	Thank	you	to	all	who	turned	out	and	to	the	ladies	who	
provided	refreshments	for	the	working	party.	
We	should	like	to	thank	the	Gibson	family	for	once	again	dona?ng	the	Christmas	
tree	and	those	who	helped	decorate	it	and	the	church	for	the	Christmas	period.				
There	was	a	slightly	disappoin?ng	number	of	people	in	the	congrega?on	for	the	
Bishop	of	Chichester’s	visit	to	celebrate	Holy	Communion	on	the	morning	of	16th	
December,	when	he	gave	one	of	his	engaging	and	lively	sermons.	This	was	
probably	due	to	the	date	coinciding	with	the	Service	of	Nine	Lessons	and	Carols	
in	the	evening.	As	usual	the	Choir	excelled	at	this	popular	service	with	some	
upliBing	singing.	Thanks	to	them	and	Sue	Stone	for	all	their	hard	work.	
ANendance	at	the	Chris?ngle	Service	and	Na?vity	Play	on	the	Sunday	before	
Christmas	was	good.	We	were	long	on	angels	and	slightly	short	on	shepherds	
which	meant	that	some	adults	had	to	be	pressed	into	these	roles.	Thanks	to	all	
those	who	took	part,	to	the	parents	who	supervised	the	children	and	to	
Elizabeth	Parish	who	produced	and	directed	the	performance.	The	procession	by	
the	children	with	the	lighted	Chris?ngle	went	off	without	a	hitch	and	thankfully	
neither	the	fire	ex?nguishers,	buckets	or	blanket	were		required.	Thank	you	to	
those	who	spent	part	of	Saturday	morning	assembling	the	Chris?ngles.	
Our	midnight	and	morning	services	on	Christmas	day	proved	as	popular	as	ever	
with	good	aNendances	at	both,	with	standing	room	only	on	Christmas	Morning.	
With	the	passing	of	the	Christmas	season	we	have	returned	to	a	degree	of	
normality	and	were	able	to	look	forward	to	the	beginning	of	the	New	Year	with	
our	Plough	Sunday	service	on	20th	January.	The	size	of	congrega?on	for	this	all	
age	service	was	most	sa?sfactory.	It	is	good	to	see	that	we	can	s?ll	aNract	a	good	
number	of	people	to	aNend	one	of	our	key	services.	

Richard Carden & Antony Cumberland
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YOUNG CHURCH
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LENT 2019 

 
8 Sessions starting with an introductory evening on 

Wednesday 27th February 
Supper 7.30 Course 8.15 
at The Rectory, Withyham 

 
AIMS TO SHOW THE BIG PICTURE 

OF THE BIBLE STORYLINE 
AND HELP PARTICIPANTS EXPLORE 

THE BIBLE FOR THEMSELVES 
 

Contact JAMES & MARY CAMPBELL 01892 770069 
withyhamrector@gmail.com 

 

Some February Events at Chichester Cathedral 
For more details phone 01243 782595, 

email info@chichestercathedral.org.uk or go to 
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk

Tuesday 5th  1.10pm  Lunchtime Concert: Christ’s Hospital 
Thursday 7th  1.30pm  Discussion group exploring a selected work of art in the 
          Cathedral, facilitated by Pallant House Gallery 
          Bookings on 01243 812497. £3.50 inc. tea & cake 
Tuesday 12th  1.10pm  Lunchtime Concert: Charles Harrison, Organist & 
                      Master of the Choristers 
Thursday 14th 7.30pm  Concert: The Sixteen 
Tuesday 19th  1.10pm  Lunchtime Concert: Duo Fantasia (saxophone & piano) 
Tuesday 26th  1.10pm  Lunchtime Concert: Plaegan Piano Trio 
Weds. 27th  10.30am Talk by Cathedral Guide Alan Bradford on Bernstein & the 
          Chichester Psalms. At 4 Canon Lane. £7.50 inc. refreshments

mailto:info@chichestercathedral.org.uk
http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk
mailto:info@chichestercathedral.org.uk
http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk
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BBC Gardener’s World presenter, Nick Bailey, coming 
to talk to local gardeners 

Groombridge	Hor?cultural	 Society	 is	 delighted	 to	 have	 secured	 BBC	Gardeners’	World	
presenter,	 Nick	 Bailey,	 to	 come	 and	 speak	 to	 local	 residents	 on	 how	 to	 ‘Revive	 Your	
Garden’.			

This	special	event	is	open	to	everyone	and	takes	place	at	8pm	on	
Thursday	 21st	 February	 in	 the	 Groombridge	 Village	 Hall.	 Tickets	
can	be	purchased	on	the	door	and	cost	£5	for	both	members	and	
non-members,	to	include	teas	and	cakes.		
Nick	has	 strong	 local	 connec?ons,	having	 studied	hor?culture	at	
Hadlow	College,	going	on	to	achieve	a	1st	class	honours	degree	in	
Landscape	Design	from	Greenwich	University.		
As	 well	 as	 being	 an	 award-winning	 TV	 presenter,	 Nick	 is	 a	

freelance	 hor?culturalist,	 best-selling	 author,	 garden	 designer	 and	 speaker.	 He	 has	
designed	 and	managed	 gardens	 all	 over	 the	 world.	 He	 created	 his	 first	Main	 Avenue	
Garden	 at	 RHS	Chelsea	 Flower	 show	 in	 2016	 for	which	 he	 received	 extensive	 plaudits	
from	the	press	and	judges,	along	with	a	Silver	Gilt	Medal.	
As	 a	 dynamic	 and	 entertaining	 public	 speaker,	 Nick	 has	 taught	 and	 lectured	 widely,	
including	 at	 Gardeners’	 World	 Live,	 so	 his	 talk	 promises	 to	 be	 both	 informa?ve	 and	
inspira?onal.		
Groombridge	Hor?cultural	 Society	has	 an	exci?ng	2019	programme	of	 events	planned	
for	 its	 members,	 including	 talks,	 plant	 sales,	 flower	 and	 vegetable	 shows	 and	 garden	
trips.	New	members	are	always	welcome	and	annual	membership	costs	only	£3	which	
includes	free	entry	to	the	regular	talks	and	shows,	as	well	as	providing	discounts	at	local	
garden	centres.	See	the	website	for	further	details.	

www.groombridgehor?culturalsociety.co.uk

Penshurst Choral Society 
Baroque Gems 
 Purcell: Dido & Aeneas 

 Vivaldi: Magnificat 
Handel: Nisi Dominus 

Conductor: John Hargreaves 
Harpsichord: Jong Gyung Park, with the PCS Sinfonia 

Saturday 23rd February 2019 at 7.30pm 

Jubilee Theatre, Holmewood House School, Barrow Lane, 
Langton Green, TN3 0EB 

Adults: £15      Children: (12 years and under) Free  
Reserve your seats online at www.penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk

Photo: Lesley Cook Headshots

http://www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk
http://www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk
http://www.penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk
http://www.penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk
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Groombridge Film Society
Sunday 17th February at 18.30 

Groombridge Village Hall 

When Stalin dies suddenly in 1953, there is a 
frantic scramble to become the next leader. 
Armando Iannucci’s ruthless black comedy 
has been showered with awards for cast, 
director and screenplay. Stars Simon Russell 
Beale, Michael Palin and Steve Buscemi. 
Programme also includes the short film ‘Vote 
100: Born a Rebel’, which celebrates the fight 
for women’s suffrage in the North of England. 

Doors open 18.30      Short film 19.00      Main film 19.30 
Members £2 (£1 child)    Non-members £6 (£3 child) 

Come early to socialise and enjoy our licensed bar serving wine, prosecco, craft 
beers, soft drinks, tea / coffee and nibbles.

Withyham Parish Amblers 

Walking at a relaxed pace for pleasure 

FEBRUARY WALK
Date: Saturday 23rd February 2019 
Meeting point: Bushy Willows car park, Ashdown Forest 

(nearest postcode TN22 3JD) 
Time: 09.15 for a 09.30 departure.
Duration: 1 hour 20 minutes approximately.
Type of walk: Undulating walk along footpaths & fields. Suitable walking attire 
and footwear recommended.
Dogs: Well-behaved dogs are welcome but may need to be on a lead in places.

Join us for a pleasant circular walk around the Ashdown Forest. Home-made 
cakes and refreshments will be available afterwards at the Community Café in 

Groombridge Village Hall.

For more information: karen.white@ferviduswhite.com   07941 055011
   clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk   01892 864557

A Withyham Parish Council Forward for 5 Initiative

mailto:clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.o
mailto:clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.o
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Half Marathon Charity Run 
  
We all expect (and hope) that our children will outlive us, so when a young person 
dies it brings an especially sharp edge to the grief and loss. 
Four years ago this happened to close friends in Groombridge when their son, Ryan, 
died suddenly aged only 32 from an undiagnosed heart condition. Every week in the 

UK at least 12 young people die this way and that is why I will be 
running the London Landmarks Half Marathon on March 24th 2019. I 
will run in memory of Ryan Terry, and also to raise funds for CRY 
(Cardiac Risk in the Young), the charity supported by his parents. 
Since 1995 CRY has worked to reduce sudden cardiac deaths by 
offering subsidised screening programmes to young people aged 
between 14 and 35. To find out more please visit their 
website: www.c-r-y.org.uk 
Please help me raise as much money as possible so that CRY can 
continue to provide these screenings as well as support for 

bereaved families and young people with life-threatening heart conditions. 
You can donate online at: uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/make-a-donation – just 
put my name in the box. Or, if you would prefer to give your donation in cash you 
can contact me on 01892 864510 as I have sponsorship forms.  
Thank you so much.      Janet Sharples

Teams of 6 to 8 members 
Tickets £12.50 per person (which includes a fish & chip supper) 
Bring your own glasses and drinks (no bar) 
Raffle 
Tickets available from 14th February at 
- Groombridge Post Office 
- Nick the Butcher (Hartfield)   or from 
- Chris Slater - 01892 864270

Quiz Night 30th March - Groombridge Village Hall 
Have fun raising funds for Life Saving Equipment

We hope to fund an 
Ambulatory Blood Pressure 
Monitor and two Emergency 

Resuscitation Bags

I hope you will support this, our first fund raising event for the Practice. 
Although the evenings are starting to draw out we are unlikely to be through 
the worst of the winter weather, so please continue to look out for the more 
vulnerable members off our community. 
I’m sure most of you are aware that our Practice also dispenses medication; 
this provides additional income which helps support the services we receive, 
so please use it where possible. 
        Tony Howell

Groombridge & Hartfield Patient Participation Group

http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/make-a-donation
http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/make-a-donation
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A Spring Walk Around Balls Green 

Balls Green to Tophill Farm & back along the Forest Way 
2½ miles – 1¼ hours 

Start and finish at Forest Way - Beech Green Lane crossing. (OS Grid ref. TQ:499 364) 
Ordnance Survey Explorer map no. 135 - ‘Ashdown Forest’ is strongly recommended. 

From the Forest Way, walk north on Beech Green 
Lane, away from Balls Green. Cross the River 
Medway bridge, then turn left into Summerford 
Farm, at the footpath sign.  
Follow the drive between the houses and bear 
uphill to the right of the oast house and on to 
Summerford Barn. Go through the field gate 
opposite the barn entrance and over the stile in 
front of you. Bear left uphill across the field towards 
a stile in the fence halfway up. Continue on the 
same line up the next field to a track at the top. 
Cross the track to a stile, then turn left along the 
hedge and cross another stile onto a fenced path. 
Turn right to Tophill Farm. Keep the house, stables 
and barn on your left until you reach the main drive. 

Turn left and follow the drive to the double gates at the end. Go through and immediately 
turn left alongside a large wooden building. Stay on the path between a hedge and fence 
until you enter a small wood. In spring this is a carpet of bluebells. Follow the path to the 
other side of the wood, with the Medway valley and Hartfield in front of you. 
Follow the footpath downhill with the hedge to your left. After 200 yards the path veers right 
across the field, in the direction of Hartfield church spire in the distance. At the bottom of the 
field, take the path through the gate on your left onto a track. Follow this through another 
gate into a field, keeping the hedge on your left, to enter another wood via a wooden gate.  
Stay on the track going gently downhill as far as a Wealdway sign pointing to a path on your 
right that goes steeply down to the river. Take this path (carefully) and follow it beside the 
river for a few yards, then cross a stile and bear right across the field to a footbridge in the 
distance. Cross the bridge and the stile shortly after it, onto the Forest Way. Turn left on the 
Way and follow it back to Beech Green Lane and the start of your walk. 
Should you wish to extend the walk to the Dorset Arms, instead of turning left along the 
Forest Way, cross into the field on the other side and follow the path to the B2110. Taking 
care of traffic, turn left on the road to cross Hewkins Bridge and carry on around a double 
bend to the pub. To return to the start of your walk, turn right upon leaving the pub, then first 
left into Station Road and continue back to the Forest Way.
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NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL – JANUARY 2019.  
Withyham Parish Council (WPC) met on Monday 14th January 
2019 at The Old Station, Groombridge 
Action from the last meeting is on our website 

www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk and Facebook on 
www.facebook.com/WithyhamParishCouncil.  Minutes can also be obtained from 
the Clerks at the Old Station, Groombridge.   
WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS!  
ELECTIONS ARE ON 2ND MAY 2019 AND WE ARE HOLDING MULTIPLE 
EVENTS FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A COUNCILLOR.  
We would be very happy to take you through the role of a councillor and 
answer any questions you may have at any of the following venues:   
26th January : Community Café:  Groombridge Village Hall  
28th January – 1st February Drop ins at the Parish Office between 9,30 and noon  
28th February : Information evening: Groombridge Village Hall 8.15pm – 9pm 
IF YOU CARE ABOUT WHERE YOU LIVE, ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT YOUR 
COMMUNITY & WANT TO GET INVOLVED IN ITS GROWTH WE NEED YOU! 
Sadly, we are having to say goodbye to Gwen Butcher and Jonathan Kelly who 
have given freely of their time and skills to support the work of the Council but 
now need some time to themselves 
REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: Cllr. Whetstone 
notified Council that ESCC would be considering the ‘Core Offer’ spending cuts 
on 15th January 2019.    
District Councillor Rutherford reported that WDC would be making a 2.7% 
increase to Council Tax in 2019/2020.  He confirmed that Biffa had been 
contracted from 1 July 2019 to replace Kier for waste management. They would 
be deploying new vehicles with up to date technology including cameras to help 
monitor street cleansing. It is envisaged that recycling will operate in the same 
way as now except for garden waste, for which residents will be charged. 
GROOMBRIDGE WARD: Parking remains an issue on Corseley Road.There has 
always been an unwritten agreement between residents to only park one side of 
that road, but now some residents are parking on the other side as well, and 
having to park on the pavement to enable vehicles to drive between them. The 
Community Warden is monitoring this and will be taking photographs and 
reporting cars that are obstructing the pavement, to ‘Operation Crackdown’.   
ST JOHN’S WARD: The clerk was asked to report concerns about earth 
movements at a property in Hoadley’s Lane, to WDC Planning Enforcement. The 
Clerk will also enquire whether land adjacent to Lantern Cottage, School Lane, is 
common land and research the process for designation if it is not.  
WITHYHAM / BLACKHAM WARD: The tree canopy at Balls Green Community 
Space has been cut back. This has been undertaken with careful consideration of 
the dormice designation to allow the lower hedge to grow and create a better 
habitat. An update on the speed restriction project along the A264 between 
Ashurst and Blackham will be given to councillors when they meet with ESCC in 
two weeks time. In addition to 40mph signs, there is now red tarmac at strategic 
places in the relevant road locations.
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BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2019/2020  
The Parish Council is funded by a precept, the amount householders of the 
parish pay as part of the Council Tax, in order to maintain facilities and to 
respond to the needs of the community. The budget for 2019/2020 is based on 
the activities and resources we know we need in order to achieve the vision in 
our Parish Plan that so many of you helped us to develop. This financial year, 
WPC is raising its precept to £139,306 which equates to an increase of 51p per 
week for a Band D property.  
‘MEN’S SHEDS’: A proposal had been circulated, prior to the Council Meeting,  
relating to a local Men’s Shed initiative for a shed to be erected with parking on 
an area of existing scrub land on Groombridge Recreation Ground. Men’s Sheds 
is a national organisation originally set up by Age UK and is intended to provide a 
facility where men can meet regularly, talk, share practical skills in making and 
repairing items and also get involved in community projects. The Council noted 
this proposal and instructed the Clerk to seek the views of the Rosemary Newton 
Trust from whom the Parish Council leases the land, prior to considering their 
support.  
DRYING OUT THE PARISH OFFICE! 
Many of you will know that our fantastic ‘Old Station’ where we are based, does 
have a damp problem and we are now able to rectify this. From the start of 
February to the middle of March, all Committee and Council meetings will take 
place in Groombridge Village Hall. We hope you won’t be too inconvenienced by 
the ‘damp works’ but the results will be well worth it!    
Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 11th February 7.30pm in Groombridge 
Village Hall.  All are welcome.                 
Diana Kelly: Chair.  
Clerks at 01892 864557/ clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Forthcoming	Events	in	the	Withyham	Village	Hall	

Feb	2nd		 							‘Bluffers’	Wine	Tas?ng	–	postponed	un?l		
	 	 	 	 	 	 later	in	the	year	

Feb	28th		 								Community	Lunch	–	see	separate	no?ce	

Mar	16th		 							‘Not	the	Hoople’	–	back	for	music	/		 	
	 	 	 	 dancing	by	popular	demand!!	

May	10th		 								Quiz
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE MARKET
(First Saturday of every month except January)

Authentic village life atmosphere 
Local produce for sale

Saturday February 2nd
10am – 12:30pm

Blackham Village Hall
Meet other village folk at “The Stage” café!  Enjoy Filter Fresh 

Coffee, Tea and Homemade Cakes! 
Local produce for sale includes: Bread, Free Range Eggs, Occasional Fruit & Veg in Season, 

Pasties & Other Baked Savouries, Cakes, Scones, Preserves, Fruit Juice, Honey. Also 
available: Phoenix Cards, Aloe Vera Health Products, Handmade Jewellery, British Legion 

Merchandise, Wild Bird Food 
Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote & maintain the 

hall for the enjoyment and benefit of the community.

** Forthcoming events at Blackham Village Hall ** 
Thursday	28th	February	at	7.30pm	
Greyhounds	entwines	Shakespeare’s	famous	story	of	
‘warlike	Harry’	with	the	everyday	trials	and	
tribulations	of	small	village	life	during	World	War	II.	
While	war	rages	above	them,	the	residents	of	
Shuttle2ield	struggle	to	stage	a	production	of	Henry	V	
to	raise	money	for	their	local	Spit2ire	Fund.	This	
professional	production,	a	hit	at	the	2018	Edinburgh	
Festival,	combines	Shakespeare	with	a	good	helping	
of	comedy	and	true	vintage	2lair.	
Tickets:	£12	adults		-		£8	children	

Saturday	March	23rd	at	8pm	
Yes,	following	his	triumphant	show	at	
Blackham	in	2017,	Richard	is	coming	back	
again!	Tickets	will	sell	fast,	so	book	now	to	
enjoy	this	national	treasure.	
Tickets:	£16	

Tickets	for	both	of	these	events	can	be	obtained	from	Penny	on	01892	
740574	or	at	the	Blackham	Village	Market,	10-12.30	on	February	2nd.
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William & Elizabeth Miles (née Card) of Withyham (1710-1784) 
I have been trying for many years to find out where my great-great-grandparents 
(the above) actually lived in Withyham.  William is described in records as a 
shopkeeper.  Despite all my searching and actually visiting the Church last year I 
have been unable to find this information. Enquiries at the Dorset Arms also proved 
negative. I am therefore hoping that a member of the community or one that is 
interested in the history of the village can help solve our problem. 
There were many children of this union, one being my great-grandfather Richard 
Miles, who married Mary Camfield at St. Michaels in 1771. I can supply further 
information if required. 
Kindest regards - Karl (01792 414796 or karl.meyers@ntlworld.com)

KING’S HALL CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Over twenty people turned out for this event - the hall was decked, not with holly, 
but with a Christmas tree, lights and bunting and looked very festive. Everyone 
enjoyed roast turkey with all the trimmings followed by Christmas pud, rounded off 
with teas and coffees. Let’s not forget the wine and the crackers. Meg Stafford and 
Ali Hunnam had truly cooked up a marvellous feast, with the rest of the hall 
committee acting as the serving staff. Mike Stone was Withyham’s very own 
Michael Buble and entertained us throughout with a medley of Christmas songs. 
There was lots of chat and fun and everyone said the lunch was a great success 
and yes, let’s do it again; but do we have to wait until next Christmas?!     
So......stop press... 

SPRING LUNCH, 28th February 
Tickets £4 from Meg Stafford (01892 770035) or Ali Hunnam (01892 770347)

mailto:karl.meyers@ntlworld.com
mailto:karl.meyers@ntlworld.com
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IT CORNER:   You speak, technology listens
Speech recognition in the 1990s was a slow and expensive way to produce 
gobbledegook.  Whilst much improved today, the results can only be as good as 
the recording.  For the best results get a good microphone.  
New developments have made speech recognition passable to excellent using 
far-flung server farms and powerful new technology.  As a result, voice control is 
coming to cars, TVs and other devices.
Amazon, Apple and Google have released personal assistants in the form of 
speakers that can search for you, play your preferred music and order your 
shopping.  
The rub? When you know that conversations near your devices are being 
monitored, recorded and analysed then what happens to your personal space?  
Here is the hidden cost: will you welcome a spy into the heart of your life, 
exchanging privacy for convenience?  It’s your call.

Roger Lyon

THE ARTS SOCIETY ASHDOWN FOREST  2019	

14th February at 2pm	
Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove, Crowborough, TN6 1FE 

Lecturer: Hilary Williams	

The Wallace Collection, the Frick Collection and their 
connection with Knole.	

Living so close to Knole we will be fascinated to hear about 
its connection with the Wallace and Frick Collections.	
Hilary Williams will describe how the rich collection of 
furniture, paintings and porcelain at the Wallace Collection 
influenced the Frick Collection in New York. The circle of 
collectors involved included Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild 
of Waddesdon, J. P. Morgan, the Astors, Isabella Stewart 
Gardner  and  others  of  the  American  “Gilded  Age”,  but  a 
charismatic personality who worked for Sir Richard and Lady 
Wallace was also hired by Henry Clay Frick (d.1919) to help 
make a superb collection. Later, after an amitié amoureuse 
he left his fortune to the mother of Vita Sackville-West. 
Brighten a winter afternoon with a cuppa and an interesting 
lecture. Members free, guests £6.
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Take advantage of our FREE no obligation site survey service! 
Garages, Car-ports, Workshops, Home offices, Garden sheds,  

Garden buildings, Pavilions, Light industrial /farm/utility buildings.  
Also groundwork, base laying, driveway, drainage and site landscaping. 

 
sales@sussextimber.co.uk 
www.sussextimber.co.uk 

Instagram: Sussextimberproductsltd 

01892 654480 
 

The Kings’ Hall Withyham 100 Club 
We are very grateful for everyone’s support but are happy to encourage 

more local people to become members and help our fund raising for 
further maintenance and improvements. We are edging ever closer to 

100 members so please help us reach the milestone. 

Each number costs £12 per year; if you would like to join please contact 
Rick Hunnam (01892) 770347 or email rickhunnam@hotmail.com 

Winners: 

Dec   £20 Richard Pardey   £15 Linda Charlton   £10 Mandy Waller 

December Bonus Prize      £60  Pauline Cremer 

Jan   £20 Meg Stafford   £15 Claire Adams   £10 Linda Charlton

Editor’s note 
Welcome to our new bumper 28-
page magazine; I hope you enjoy it. 
The enlarged format will mean more 
space for a number of ideas that 
we’ve been wanting to incorporate 
for some time. It will also provide 
room for a few more adverts, so if 
you were thinking of advertising 
your business in the magazine, now 
could not be a better time. Contact 
Anne on 01892 661393. The 
increased size also means increased 
costs of course, so please consider 
supporting the magazine financially. 
Again, Anne is the person to 
contact. 
Best wishes - Stephen

mailto:rickhunnam@hotmail.com
mailto:rickhunnam@hotmail.com


topwoodgardenbuildings.co.uk                                                    

01892 663071 

 Garden Buildings - Timber & Fencing 

Unit 1- Pentagon House-  Wealden Ind.Estate -  Farningham Road  -  Crowborough  - East Sussex TN6 2JR 

   More info on our website at https://topwoodgardenbuildings.co.uk  -  Buy Online (Click & Collect) 

  All Prices Shown are INCLUSIVE of VAT and VALID until the 31/08/2019 or whilst stocks last 

     
                 BIRDFEEDERS 

 

 

  GARDEN SHEDS 
Quality Tanalised Economy Range 

      

OPTIONAL EXTRAS AVAILABLE  
  LOCAL DELIVERY INCLUDED 

                  

 
PREPARED MOULDINGS  

TGV Tanalised / T&G Shiplap from £3.75 
 

LANDSCAPING 
Reversible Decking Tanalised / Sleepers from £8.99  

 
 CARCASSING 

C24 Graded Tanalised from £4.75 
 

FENCING - Closeboard Panel Tanalised from £12.00 

    
PHONE  -  ORDER ONLINE  - CLICK & COLLECT 





Professional 
Garden Services 

  

Garden & Border Maintenance  
Grass Cutting • Tree Pruning 
Hedge Trimming • Fencing  

Decking • Patios   
Water Gardens 

Turfing • Planting & Pruning 
Garden Tidy-ups  
 Outside Painting 

No job too big or small 
Call Trevor 

(M) 07720 759512   
 (H) 01892 770051 

Email: 
trev.wickens@btinternet.com

Traditional	Mole,	Mice,	
Rabbit	&	Squirrel	Catcher	

Traditional	methods	only	
	No	poisons	used	

PETER KING 
Mobile: 07432 813614 

Email: pkingmoles@outlook.com

Nicki the Seamstress 
Do you have a pile of sewing jobs 

that you never seem to get to? 
Let me do them. 

Any sewing alterations or repairs, all 
at very reasonable rates. 

I offer home consultations, with a 
collection and delivery service. 
07871 808434   01892 770051 

nickiwickens@btinternet.com

Painting & Decorating 
Interior & Exterior 
Free Estimates 
Kevin Wild 

Mobile  07766 404945 
Crowborough (01892) 664272

Your advert could appear 
here!! 

Very reasonable rates 

Contact Anne Barker 
annebarker@uwclub.net 

01892 661393

mailto:pkingmoles@outlook.com
mailto:nickiwickens@btinternet.com
mailto:nickiwickens@btinternet.com
mailto:annebarker@uwclub.net
mailto:annebarker@uwclub.net
mailto:pkingmoles@outlook.com


KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings, 

Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour. 

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347 
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com 
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com



Court Solutions South East 
Tennis Court Restoration and Maintenance Specialists.  

We are a small family company, using modern machinery; we 
employ traditional methods for the perfect finish. 

Our Services Include:  Full Tennis Court Restoration, Pressure Cleaning with Specialist 
Detergent, Surface Screeding, General Surface Repairs, Resurfacing, Fencing Repairs, 

Polyurethane Resin Coatings for Prolonging Macadam Life, Colour Coating and Lining to 
LTA Standards, Annual Maintenance.  Email: services@courtsolutions-southeast.co.uk  

For more information see our website: www.courtsolutions-southeast.co.uk  
Or call Richard Mitchell on 07973182877

01892 664698 
07710 798553 

‘Meadowside’  
Green Lane 

Crowborough 
East Sussex  

TN6 2BT

NIGEL DEAR 
Painter 

Decorator 

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 
City & Guilds & Advanced Craft

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING 
Ditching & Earth Moving 
Water Supplies & Repair 

Giles Swift 
Tel: 01892 864754

Hartfield Playschool ~ Celebrating 50 Years in 2015! 

Founded 50 years ago, Hartfield Playschool is a well established community 
Playschool in a beautiful setting with extensive gardens and outdoor 
space, taking children from 2-5 years. We are open from 9am-3pm 
Monday to Friday during term time.  Our aim is to enhance the 
development and education of pre-school children in line with the  
Early Years Foundation Stage.  Please visit our website at 
www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk or call us on 01892 770830 for more 
information about any aspect of Playschool. Charity No. 1158901.

http://www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk
http://www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk


S. W. HARDING 
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 
Builder and Sub-Contractor 

Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 
Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

Garden Machinery Cleared 
(01892) 740505

Frank A Rhodes 
BUILDERS 

HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile: 07811 588291



BLACKHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 

Ideal for: Parties, Receptions, Fitness 
Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea 

Parties, Rehearsals, Concerts etc. etc. 
etc……. 

Disabled Access & Facilities, Central 
Heating, Fitted Kitchen, Raised 

Stage with Curtains, Small Private 
Garden Area, Licensed Premises 
A friendly Market & Café with a 

huge range of local produce & gifts is 
held from 10.00 to 12.30 on the first 

Saturday of every month (except 
January) 

Hire Rates from only £6 per hour.  
Contact Penny on 01892 740574

R MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 hour service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 
East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 
At a sensitive time we take care of everything personally

WEALD ROOFING SERVICES LTD 
For a complete roofing service, stripping and retiling 
Tiles and slates - Fibreglass flat roofing - Felt roofing 
Specialist lead works - Extensions & refurbishments 

Fully insured – All work guaranteed 
Contact David Nash for a free no-obligation quotation 

01892 619947  –  07983 413077 
(CHECKATRADE AND GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN AFFILIATED)



Local Chartered Accountants  
  and Personal Tax Specialists 

Do you need help with your tax return? 
Do you have any other personal tax queries? 

Contact Simon Tadman for a free initial consultation: 
Call: 07834 368876   |   Email: info@srttax.co.uk   | Web: www.srttax.co.uk

HEVER LANDSCAPES LTD 
We offer year-round garden management, regular garden maintenance or a one-off garden 

tidy/clearance, grass cutting, lawn care, hedge cutting, leaf clearing construction of vegetable 
patches, chicken runs, compost bins, and commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping projects, such as patios, paths, retaining walls, all types of 
fencing, planting schemes, re-seeding, turfing, water features, wooden garden structures, tree 

surgery, hedge laying and woodland management or clearance. 
  01892 740133    www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 
  07909 916909    email: karl.hever.landscapes@gmail.com

                    J & H FRIEND          ESTD 1860 

REMOVALS,STORAGE, SELF STORAGE 
ARCHIVE STORAGE, PACKAGING SUPPLIES 

FOREST ROW 
EAST SUSSEX 

TEL: 01342 822608  EMAIL:info@friendsremovals.co.uk   
www.friendsremovals.co.uk 

http://www.heverlandscapes.co.uk
mailto:info@srttax.co.uk
http://www.srttax.co.uk
mailto:info@srttax.co.uk
http://www.srttax.co.uk
http://www.heverlandscapes.co.uk


Local Information

Kings’ Hall, Withyham 
Chairman: 

Lettings:

www.withyhamvillagehall.co.uk 
Rick Hunnam 
Mrs Meg Stafford

01892 770347 
01892 770035

Blackham Village Hall 
Bookings:

venues4hire.org/venue/details/4815 
Mrs P Hawes 
BlackhamVillageHall@mail.com

01892 740574

Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Practice 
Withyham Road, Groombridge, TN3 9QP 
Old Crown Farm, High Street, Hartfield, TN7 4AD

01892 863326

Beacon Surgery, Beacon Road, Crowborough, TN6 1AH 01892 652233
Saxonbury House Medical Group, Croft Road, Crowborough 01892 603131
Family Support Worker Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780
St Michael’s Primary School Mrs Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307
Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden 01892 770351
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661
Withyham Cricket Club Peter Hamerton 01892 655932
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough 01892 655303
Withyham Parish Charity  

Trust providing financial help for those in need 
Applications should be made to Richard Carden 01342 822491

Withyham Parish Council (WPC) 
The Old Station, Groombridge, TN3 9RD 
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil 
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
WPC Office hours: Monday 12:00 - 17:00 

 Tuesday - Friday* 09:30 - 12:00 
*closed on Wednesdays during school holidays.

01892 864557

A councillor is always present at the monthly Community Café in Groombridge.
Telephone numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway lights and footpath damage (location and problem) 
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details) 
Waste collection queries 
Trading Standards 
Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet

03456 080193 
01243 642222 
03456 080193 
03456 080197 

Magazine Editor Stephen Whittaker withyham.mag@gmail.com
Magazine Advertising Mrs Anne Barker 01892 661393 

annebarker@uwclub.net

Printed by EMS Ltd, East Grinstead - 01342 323700

http://eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet

