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CHAIR CANING,  
SEAGRASS WORK 

#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE	PARCELL  
1	Oak	Cottages,	Chuck	Hatch,	

Hart2ield,	TN7	4EX	
Tel:	01892	770764

Daniel 
Offers a unique blend of traditional 
psychology with a range of tools for 

personal growth, spiritual awakening, 
emotional challenges, life changing 
events etc., to empower you to take 

control of your own life.  
Call 07951 013702  

for a free 30 min. consultation. 
www.limitlessflow.life

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 

A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, 
serving local seasonal produce. Accommodation available. 

01892 770278  enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

ADAM C WILES 
Quality Carpentry and Building 

Established 30 Years 
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken 

Internal Alterations and Extensions 
Withyham, East Sussex 

Telephone: 01892 770554   Mobile: 07818 434506 
wilesbuild@sky.com
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The Parish of St Michael & All Angels, Withyham, 
with All Saints, Blackham

www.withyhamchurch.org

Rector The Rev. Canon James Campbell 
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA 
withyhamrector@gmail.com

01892 770069

Churchwarden Mr Richard Carden 
Cat Street House, Upper Hartfield, TN7 4DP

01342 822491

Churchwarden Mr Antony Cumberland 
The Beeches, Stonewall Park Road, Langton 

Green, TN3 0HG

01892 864347

Sexton & Verger Mr John Collins 
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough, TN6 1JG

01892 662389

Licensed Reader Mrs Elizabeth Parish 
6 Lynwood, Groombridge, TN3 9LX

01892 864989

Licensed Reader Mr Donald Yonge 07872 529740
Organist Mrs Sue Stone, GRSM ARCM DipEd 01892 770978
Deputy Organist Mr Peter Ellefsen, BSc CEng MIEE 01892 653965
Bell Tower Captain Mrs Julie Richardson 01892 652008
Hon. Treasurer Mrs Anne Barker 

Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough, TN6 1UU
01892 661393

Asst. Treasurer Mrs Pauline Cremer 
Pembury, Myrtle Road, Crowborough, 

TN6 1EY

01892 663469

Hon. Secretary Mrs Gilly Halcrow 
Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield, 

TN7 4DJ

01892 770607

Safeguarding 
Officer

Mr Donald Yonge 
safeguarding.withyhamchurch@gmail.com

07872 529740 

All Saints Representative Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Flower Guild Mrs Jill Pardey 01892 661882
Blackham Flowers Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Altar Linen Mrs Diane Pedder 01892 770240
Withyham Church Cleaning Rota Mrs Diana Muckleston 

Mrs Diane Pedder
01892 864410 
01892 770240

Chichester Cathedral Link Rep. Canon James Campbell 01892 770069
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Church Calendar - May 2019 
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Sunday 5th: 2nd after Easter 9.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ 
 11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 12th: 3rd after Easter 9.45am Family Service 
 11.00am Matins 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 19th: 4th after Easter 11.00am All Age Rogation Service 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 26th: 5th after Easter 9.45am Family Service  
 11.00am Matins 

Sunday 2nd June: Sunday after Ascension Day  
 9.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ 
 11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 6.30pm Evensong 

No services at Blackham in May

Parish Registers – April 2019 
MARRIAGE 
On 13th April 2019, the marriage took place at St. Michael’s Church, 
Withyham of Thomas Julian Seymour SAXTY and Eleanor Jane 
GARLAND. 

FUNERAL 
On 12th April 2019 the Service of Thanksgiving took place at St. 
Michael’s Church, Withyham OF Sheila Henriette BETT aged 84.
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Le#er	from	the	Rectory	–	April	2019	

Dear	Friends,	

The	recent	sight	of	Notre	Dame	going	up	in	flames	was	shocking,	par:cularly	
given	that	it	had	survived	wars	and	revolu:ons	over	850	years;	thankfully	it	was	
saved	by	brave	and	wise	fire	crews.	

In	France,	the	State	has	been	responsible	for	the	upkeep	for	church	buildings	
since	1905.		Churches	have	oJen	been	starved	of	the	necessary	funding	for	
repairs	and	maintenance.		It	has	been	pointed	out	that	whilst	in	1905	millions	
came	to	worship	at	Notre	Dame	and	a	few	thousand	visited	it,	today	the	reverse	
is	the	case.		

In	this	country,	keeping	our	church	buildings	in	good	repair	is	the	responsibility	
of	each	denomina:on.		In	a	number	of	places,	it	is	a	struggle,	but	generally	
church	buildings	are	in	a	good	state	of	repair.	

There	can	be	an	over-roman:cised	view	of	church-going	in	the	past.			
I	have	just	started	reading	Parson	Woodforde’s	Diaries	-	the	account	of	a	C18	
clergyman,	James	Woodforde	who	was	the	Rector	of	Weston	Longville	in	Norfolk	
from	1774-1803.		At	that	:me,	the	C	of	E	was	at	a	low	ebb:	he	writes	that	the	
only	occasions	when	his	Church	was	full	was	for	thanksgivings	for	military	
victories	and	recoveries	from	sickness	of	members	of	the	royal	family.		The	
revival	of	late	C18	and	C19	injected	new	life	into	the	churches	of	Britain.	

Driving	along	the	A264	heading	west,	one	might	be	inclined	to	assume	that	the	C	
of	E	is	in	terminal	decline	today:	Holtye	overgrown,	Hammerwood	closed;	our	
own	Blackham	only	has	limited	services.	

The	true	picture	is	more	complex:	perhaps	20%	of	churches	are	growing.		In	
many	urban	areas,	redundant	churches	are	being	revitalised	by	members	from	
thriving	congrega:ons	moving	to	nearby	churches	(‘church	plan:ng’).		Many	of	
these	are	20	and	30-year	olds,	full	of	convic:on	and	enthusiasm.	

Parson	Woodforde	was	wary	of	enthusiasm.		In	our	day	of	intolerance	and	
violence,	enthusiasm	should	not	be	confused	with	fana:cism.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 James	Campbell
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Churchwardens’ Notes 

It was good to see the All Age Mothering Sunday service being so well attended 
again this year. Thank you to those who gave up the previous Saturday morning to 
prepare the posies to be presented to the mothers. There were plenty to go round 
and most members of the congregation left the service with one to take home. 

James and Mary hosted a Passover Supper at the rectory on Maundy Thursday. This 
new venture was well attended by about 40 people. Many thanks to everyone who 
prepared and brought the food for this event. 

The Church was full for the Easter Morning All Age service followed by Holy 
Communion. Our tradition of decorating the church with lilies donated in memory 
of departed family and friends was organised by Jill Pardey.  We would like to give a 
big thank you to Jill and the members of the Flower Guild for their hard work in 
producing the floral decorations to their usual high standards. 

The church organ is to be serviced over the next few weeks, and during that time we 
shall be using the keyboard to accompany our singing. We ask for your forbearance 
while the work is carried out as the organ cannot be used until the servicing has been 
completed.  		
	 	 	 	 					Richard Carden & Antony Cumberland

Notice 
Major work is being done to the organ from Tuesday 23rd April – Thursday 23rd May. 
During this time the Church will be closed. 
If you want access to the building, please come to the Rectory for the key. 
Mid-week services during working hours, including the fortnightly 10.00am 
Holy Communion service, and other activities – apart from one funeral – will 
be cancelled. 
However, Sunday services will continue as normal, using a keyboard instead 
of the organ. 
Apologies for any inconvenience.    James Campbell

A BIG thank you to everyone who so kindly came to our annual Withyham Church 
spring clean last month.  It was lovely to see the Church looking so spick and span in 
time for Easter. 
                     Diane Pedder
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YOUNG CHURCH
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Open Garden in aid of Hospice in the Weald 
Sunday 12th May - 2pm to 6pm 

• ‘Smugglers’, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 
• Wonderful view towards Ashdown Forest 
• Fine display of colourful azaleas & rhododendrons 
• Possibly still some late camelias 
• Wheelchair friendly  
• Refreshments available 
• Dogs welcome on a lead 
• Admission £5

ROGATION SERVICE 2019
An All-Age Rogation Service will be held at St. Michael’s, Withyham on 
Sunday 19th May at 11.00am.  

The service will start in Church and then continue outside within a short 
distance of the Church - overlooking the lake and below the Rectory - as we 
bless the growing crops and animals. The service will conclude in Church.

Originally such services involved walking the parish boundaries.  This 
developed from the earlier practice of taking small boys around the parish 
boundaries and knocking their heads on boundary stones so they wouldn’t 
forget!  Thankfully today, at least in some ways, we live in kinder times.

JMC

‘An Apology to the Village’ 

I am sorry my front garden wall looks such a mess after it was knocked down but the 
rebuilding is still awaiting permission from the council. As the house is listed the wall 
is also listed according to Wealden District Council and so needs listed building 
consent even to rebuild it! Initially the council told us to include it with a Listed 
Building application already submitted to them but as this is taking so long they have 
now suggested submitting an application just for the wall which I am now doing but it 
may take several weeks for them to approve this. I’m sorry it’s such an eyesore but 
it’s not for lack of trying with the council! 

Meg Stafford  
Dorset House
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Groombridge & Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group 

Thank you to everyone who made our Quiz Night such a success; the 
contestants and those who donated money to the fund and prizes for the raffle. 
The aim was to provide funding towards the purchase of an Ambulatory 
Pressure Monitor and two Emergency Resuscitation Bags; however the event 
made £1033 and consequently the Practice will be able to purchase all three 
items. We hope to make this an annual event alternating between Groombridge 
and Hartfield. 
Please note a change to the date for our AGM from that stated in last month’s 
magazine. It will be held on Saturday 18th May, in Groombridge Village 
Hall, from 10.00 – 12.00, with tea/coffee being served from 09.30. In addition 
to the PPG business, the Practice Partners, Drs Andrew Wolfle and Matt James 
along with other members of the team will be there to update you on current 
issues and answer your questions. 
        Tony Howell

PENSHURST CHORAL SOCIETY 
Conducted by  

John Hargreaves 
 

Presents 
“An English Summer” 

 
With Music by 

Vaughan Williams 
including a first performance of Three Valses from the Songs of the Wrens 

Holst and Sullivan 
  

Piano: Jong-Gyung Park 
 

Sunday 16 June 2019 7.30pm 
St John the Baptist Church Penshurst TN11 8BL 

 
Adult £10; Children under 16 £3; 

Family (2 adults & up to 5 children under 16) £23 
Guarantee your seat by booking ahead at www.penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk 

info@penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk 

 



 13

A walk around Buckhurst Park, with refreshments if required. 

4 miles – 2 hours 

Start / finish by the Dorset Arms (grid ref. TQ495356) 

From the Dorset Arms, cross the B2110 and turn left 
past the Kings’ Hall (using the footway inside the 
hedge). Walk past the house ‘Knoll View’ and look 
for a kissing gate on the opposite side of the road. 
Go through this and follow a steep path up to St 
Michael and All Angels churchyard, which is well 
worth a look for its ancient yew trees and fine views, 
plus carpets of snowdrops & daffodils in the spring. 
Go down the path at the front of the church to a 
driveway. Turn right to a junction with another lane. 
Turn left on this, heading uphill towards Fishersgate.  

Follow the lane for 1.5 km to Fishersgate Farm, 
enjoying the views to Ashdown Forest on your way. 
At the farmhouse gate in front of you, turn left to 
cross a  stile into a field. Follow the fence on your 
right down a short slope and round a right hand 
corner (may be very muddy here) then cross 
another stile and follow the path to a metalled lane 
at a junction. Take the lane on the left, and follow it 
to the B2188. Turn left on the road (safer to stay on 
the left side) and after about 150 metres cross the 

road (carefully) and turn right on to a small lane.   

Take the lane and follow it uphill, around a sharp left corner and onward back to the B2188, 
noting the fine view to the left. Taking great care, cross the road and continue on the path in 
front of you. Follow this sunken track as far as a stile on your left. Cross this into a field then 
bear right uphill to another stile at the top. Cross this and pass between the middle of 4 trees 
strung out across the field. Continue until you reach the corner of a wood where a path with 
stile joins from the right. Stay in the field and bear left downhill towards another stile that you 
cross into a wood.  

Turn left on a clear track between the wood and field. Follow this as far as the drive to 
Buckhurst Park which you will see in front of you. Turn right on the drive, and stay on it past 
the cricket pitch, to return to your starting place at the Dorset Arms where you can enjoy 
some refreshments if you wish.
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE MARKET
(First Saturday of every month except January)

Authentic village life atmosphere 
Local produce for sale
Saturday May 4th

10am – 12:30pm
Blackham Village Hall

Meet other village folk at “The Stage” café!  Enjoy Filter Fresh 
Coffee, Tea and Homemade Cakes! 

Local produce for sale includes: Bread, Free Range Eggs, Occasional Fruit & Veg in Season, 
Pasties & Other Baked Savouries, Cakes, Scones, Preserves, Fruit Juice, Honey. Also 

available: Phoenix Cards, Aloe Vera Health Products, Handmade Jewellery, British Legion 
Merchandise, Wild Bird Food 

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote & maintain the 
hall for the enjoyment and benefit of the community.

King’s Hall Lunches 

Continuing the series of 
highly successful King’s Hall 
Lunches, please note that 

the next one will be - 

Step Into Summer Lunch 
20th June (12.30 for 1.00) 

Tickets (£4), and further 
information, from Meg Stafford 
(01892 770035) or Ali Hunnam 

(01892 770347)
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THE ARTS SOCIETY ASHDOWN FOREST  2019	

Thursday 9th May at 2pm	
Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove, Crowborough, TN6 1FE 

Lecturer: Guy Rooker	

Leonardo da Vinci: The Complete Man of the Renaissance

Our lecturer, a retired surgeon, shows us how the works of 
Leonardo da Vinci, painter and draughtsman of the High 
Renaissance, were informed by his study of anatomy and 
physiology in order to create convincing images of the 
human form. He reviews Leonardo’s approach to linear 
perspective, human proportion, emotion, light and shade 
together with the fashion in which his scientific 
investigations influenced his art.

Refreshments available. Members free, guests £6.

Computer Corner - Roger Lyon


There is a range of communications apps for 
your digital device.  Your choice will be mainly 
determined by security and what your 
correspondents use.


Unless we are prepared to live in the nude as it 
were, we expect privacy for our everyday 
communication.  This means securing your 
communication as it swims over the internet.  
The key safeguard here is encryption.


In security terms, the Signal app is probably my favourite, having both a 
transparent design policy and having recently improved its security.  
Other good options include Telegram, WhatsApp and Line.


All these apps have a desktop version.  By contrast, Dust is available for 
mobile devices only.  Intended for transient messages, Dust claims not to 
store messages and offers the perhaps gimmicky feature of allowing you 
to delete messages you send from your correspondents’ devices.



 

 

Take advantage of our FREE no obligation site survey service! 
Garages, Car-ports, Workshops, Home offices, Garden sheds,  

Garden buildings, Pavilions, Light industrial /farm/utility buildings.  
Also groundwork, base laying, driveway, drainage and site landscaping. 

 
sales@sussextimber.co.uk 
www.sussextimber.co.uk 

Instagram: Sussextimberproductsltd 

01892 654480 
 

Jane Perry Homeopathy 
Jane Perry MSECH MARH 

Bingles Farm 
Lye Green 
East Sussex 
TN6 1UU 

07796 174264 

jane@janeperryhomeopathy.com 
www.janeperryhomeopathy.com 

WITHYHAM ART AND 
CRAFTS 

Meet Wednesday mornings 
9.30 to 12.00 

Kings’ Hall, Withyham 
Work alone or as a group in any 
medium in a friendly supportive 

environment 
Visiting Artists / Gallery Visits /

Exhibitions 

 New members welcome   
Contact:  07929 835969 

NB - Withyham Art and Crafts are 
hosting the Community Café at 

Groombridge Village Hall on the 
morning of Saturday 25th May. Come 

and say hello!



topwoodgardenbuildings.co.uk                                                    

01892 663071 

 Garden Buildings - Timber & Fencing 

Unit 1- Pentagon House-  Wealden Ind.Estate -  Farningham Road  -  Crowborough  - East Sussex TN6 2JR 

   More info on our website at https://topwoodgardenbuildings.co.uk  -  Buy Online (Click & Collect) 

  All Prices Shown are INCLUSIVE of VAT and VALID until the 31/08/2019 or whilst stocks last 

     
                 BIRDFEEDERS 

 

 

  GARDEN SHEDS 
Quality Tanalised Economy Range 

      

OPTIONAL EXTRAS AVAILABLE  
  LOCAL DELIVERY INCLUDED 

                  

 
PREPARED MOULDINGS  

TGV Tanalised / T&G Shiplap from £3.75 
 

LANDSCAPING 
Reversible Decking Tanalised / Sleepers from £8.99  

 
 CARCASSING 

C24 Graded Tanalised from £4.75 
 

FENCING - Closeboard Panel Tanalised from £12.00 

    
PHONE  -  ORDER ONLINE  - CLICK & COLLECT 







KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings, 

Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour. 

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347 
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com 
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com





S. W. HARDING 
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 
Builder and Sub-Contractor 

Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 
Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

Garden Machinery Cleared 
(01892) 740505

Frank A Rhodes 
BUILDERS 

HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile: 07811 588291



BLACKHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 

Ideal for: Parties, Receptions, Fitness 
Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea 

Parties, Rehearsals, Concerts etc. etc. 
etc……. 

Disabled Access & Facilities, Central 
Heating, Fitted Kitchen, Raised 

Stage with Curtains, Small Private 
Garden Area, Licensed Premises 
A friendly Market & Café with a 

huge range of local produce & gifts is 
held from 10.00 to 12.30 on the first 

Saturday of every month (except 
January) 

Hire Rates from only £6 per hour.  
Contact Penny on 01892 740574

R MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 hour service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 
East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 
At a sensitive time we take care of everything personally

WEALD ROOFING SERVICES LTD 
For a complete roofing service, stripping and retiling 
Tiles and slates - Fibreglass flat roofing - Felt roofing 
Specialist lead works - Extensions & refurbishments 

Fully insured – All work guaranteed 
Contact David Nash for a free no-obligation quotation 

01892 619947  –  07983 413077 
(CHECKATRADE AND GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN AFFILIATED)




