
ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM 

ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM

October 2019

PARISH    MAGAZINE



CHAIR CANING,  
SEAGRASS WORK 

#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE	PARCELL  
1	Oak	Cottages,	Chuck	Hatch,	

Hart2ield,	TN7	4EX	
Tel:	01892	770764

Daniel 
Offers a unique blend of traditional 
psychology with a range of tools for 

personal growth, spiritual awakening, 
emotional challenges, life changing 
events etc., to empower you to take 

control of your own life.  
Call 07951 013702  

for a free 30 min. consultation. 
www.limitlessflow.life

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 

A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, 
serving local seasonal produce. Accommodation available. 

01892 770278  enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

ADAM C WILES 
Quality Carpentry and Building 

Established 30 Years 
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken 

Internal Alterations and Extensions 
Withyham, East Sussex 

Telephone: 01892 770554   Mobile: 07818 434506 
wilesbuild@sky.com
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The Parish of St Michael & All Angels, Withyham, 
with All Saints, Blackham

www.withyhamchurch.org

Rector The Rev. Canon James Campbell 
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA 
withyhamrector@gmail.com

01892 770069

Churchwarden Mr Antony Cumberland 
The Beeches, Stonewall Park Road, Langton 

Green, TN3 0HG

01892 864347

Churchwarden Mr Richard Halcrow 
Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield, 

TN7 4DJ

01892 770607

Sexton & Verger Mr John Collins 
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough, TN6 1JG

01892 662389

Licensed Reader Mrs Elizabeth Parish 
6 Lynwood, Groombridge, TN3 9LX

01892 864989

Licensed Reader Mr Donald Yonge 07872 529740
Organist Mrs Sue Stone, GRSM ARCM DipEd 01892 770978
Deputy Organist Mr Peter Ellefsen, BSc CEng MIEE 01892 653965
Bell Tower Captain Mrs Julie Richardson 01892 652008
Hon. Treasurer Mrs Anne Barker 

Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough, TN6 1UU
01892 661393

Hon. Secretary Mrs Alison Hunnam 
Knoll View, Withyham, TN7 4BD

01892 770347

Safeguarding 
Officer

Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780

All Saints Representative Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Flower Guild Mrs Jill Pardey 01892 661882
Blackham Flowers Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Altar Linen Mrs Diane Pedder 01892 770240
Withyham Church Cleaning Rota Mrs Diana Muckleston 

Mrs Diane Pedder
01892 864410 
01892 770240

Family Support Worker Link Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780
Chichester Cathedral Link Rep. Canon James Campbell 01892 770069
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Church Calendar - October 2019 
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Sunday 6th: 16th after Trinity 9.00am ‘Breakfast Church’  
 11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 6.30pm Harvest Festival, Blackham 

Monday 7th 7.00pm Harvest Supper, The King’s Hall 

Sunday 13th: 17th after Trinity 9.45am Family Service 
 11.00am Matins 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 20th: 18th after Trinity 11.00am All Age Service 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Thursday 24th 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th: Last after Trinity 9.45am Family Service 
 11.00am Matins 
 6.30pm Evensong 

Sunday 3rd November: 4th before Advent 
 9.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ 
 11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 6.30pm All Souls Service

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
The Rectory, Withyham 
Saturday 19th October  

8.30-10.00am 
Bacon, Sausage and Eggs cooked to order, toast, tea and coffee. 

James Baron will be speaking about his work in prisons   
Sign Up / More Info: James Campbell 

01892 770069	     withyhamrector@gmail.com
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Letter from the Rectory – October 2019 

This month sees the clocks change and the beginning of the preparations for 
winter.  For some, such a prospect is not to be looked forward to with any 
enthusiasm.  As a society, we increasingly hear stories of people suffering from 
mental health problems; it is one of the issues of our time that we are very far from 
dealing with satisfactorily.  

Some incidents are particularly shocking: the six-year-old thrown off the roof of 
the Tate Modern in early August by a young 17-year-old man.  Every incident has a 
background; we seldom know the full story. 

Those who are active Christians are not, of course, exempt from all this.  Mother 
Theresa was seen as a living saint par excellence during her lifetime.  It was only in 
2007, ten years after her death, that it transpired that she had struggled with 
periods of deep depression from the time she established the Sisters of Charity in 
1948.  Her life-long friend the Franciscan Benedict Groeschel claimed that this 
depression-like darkness only left her towards the very end of her life. 

It was the Sixteenth Century monk John of the Cross, a friend of St. Teresa of 
Avila, who spoke of the ‘dark night of the soul’.  His concept was that God will 
allow a Christian to travel through darkness – for it is precisely in the darkness that 
the believer learns to truly lean on God. 

Today, in more than 50 countries around the world, more Christians suffer 
persecution for their faith than ever before; suffering physical attacks, 
imprisonment, loss of work, separation from family members, even the death itself. 

Whilst most of us have a simple plan for our lives - to be happy, prosperous, 
successful, at peace - what God longs for is for the Christian believer to learn to 
trust him.  For some, that may only happen through really difficult times. 

Many of David’s Psalms testify to this, such as Psalm 6: ‘My soul is in anguish…
Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love…I am worn out 
with groaning; all night long I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with 
tears… the Lord has heard my weeping. The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord 
accepts my prayer.’ 
        James Campbell
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Churchwardens’ Notes 

The Harvest Festival Service took place on Sunday 15th September and was very well 
attended as many guests from Alice Campbell’s wedding, on the previous day, had 
stayed over. We would like to thank the congregation for their extremely generous 
donations of food items for Family Support work.  After the service everyone was 
invited by James and Mary to drinks in the wedding marquee and we thank them 
for their hospitality. 

The Blackham Harvest Festival service will take place on Sunday 6th October at 6.30 
pm. 

We hope that there will be a good turn-out for the Harvest Supper on Monday, 7th 
October at 7.00pm in the Kings Hall.  

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow

Parish Registers - September 2019 
MARRIAGES 
On 7th September, the wedding took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham 
of Opeyemioluwa Emmanuel RUNSEWE and Isabel Claire PAULUS. 
On 14th September, the wedding took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham 
of Simon David James OWTRAM and Alice Violet CAMPBELL. 
FUNERAL 
On 19th September the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham 
of Susan Joan GARDINER, aged 68, followed by burial in the Churchyard.

On behalf of FSW and the families we support, please accept my most sincere thanks 
for the wonderful gifts at Harvest Festival. Your kind generosity really does make such a 
difference to the everyday lives of our families.  
We are currently dealing with such issues as depression, illness, family breakdowns and 
unemployment, to name but a few. 
Please do feel free to ask me if you would like more information about the work of 
Family Support. 
With love and continued thanks, Miriam Boobier.
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YOUNG CHURCH
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Richard	PARDEY	
Richard	died	peacefully	at	home	surrounded	by	members	of	his	
family	in	the	early	hours	of	5th	September.	

A9er	re:ring	from	Shell	and	coming	to	live	at	Smugglers	full-
:me	with	Jill,	Richard	made	a	huge	contribu:on	to	the	life	of	this	
Church	and	Parish	over	many	years:	as	editor	of	this	Magazine	
for	21	years	un:l	just	18	months	ago;	as	a	member	of	the	
Church	Choir;	as	a	key	player	seLng	up	the	Fete	tents;	as	a	
member	of	the	PCC;	and	much	else.	

Richard’s	funeral	will	take	place	at	St.	Michael’s	Church,	
Withyham	on	Friday	11th	October	at	2.30pm.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			JMC

Withyham Church Bell Ringers 
We are looking for new members 
to come and join us in this 
traditional skill. 
Bell ringing is a fun team activity 
and a great way to make new 
friends and to exercise your mind 
and body. 
Ringing draws people from all 
walks of life and is suitable for all 
ages from 12 yrs onwards. 
You don’t need to be musical, 

strong or religious but it helps to have co-ordination and a sense of rhythm. 
You must have a commitment to ringing for Sunday morning services. 
If you fancy giving it a try, please come along to our practice on any Monday evening 
between 6 and 7pm, or give me (Julie Richardson) a call on 01892 652008. 
We look forward to meeting you....

Hazel and Arthur Harris invite you to a
COFFEE MORNING

Tuesday 12th November  -  Pine Lodge, Beacon Gardens, Crowborough
10.30 am - 12 noon

Recycled cards and small gifts
Proceeds to Withyham and Blackham PCC





 11

Blackham Country Players & Penshurst Amateur 
Dramatic Society 

Present Two One-Act Plays 
“In One Form Or Another” - a thriller 
“I Don’t Think I’ll Be Here Next Christmas” - a comedy
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The	Royal	Bri?sh	Legion			
Further	to	the	piece	in	last	month’s	magazine,	as	we	approach	the	2019	Poppy	Appeal	the	
Bri:sh	Legion	has	thanked	all	Kent	branches	for	their	dona:ons	last	year,	which	helped	the	
Charity	to	raise	a	record	amount	countrywide.	As	they	say,	this	has	enabled	them	successfully	
to	support	many	ex-servicemen	and	serving	personnel	and	their	families,	which	
they	otherwise	would	not	have	been	able	to	do.	Well	done	again	to	everyone	and	thank	
you,	and	I	hope	you	will	all	be	as	generous	in	November	this	year.	
Jeremy	Syers	-	Chairman	of	the	Fordcombe	Branch	
At	the	Blackham	Village	Market	(first	Saturday	of	each	month	except	January),	a	small	range	of	
Royal	BriAsh	Legion	merchandise	is	available,	including	the	current	year's	pin	badges.

NEARLY THERE - TIME YOU BOOKED IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY!! 

*** TRADITIONAL BLACKHAM QUIZ NIGHT *** 
Blackham Village Hall, TN3 9UD 

 Saturday October 19th 
7.30pm for an 8pm start 
Tables of up to 6 people 

£10pp to include 2-course meal 
Raffle & Licensed Bar 

Tickets obtainable at the Blackham Village Market on October 5th or by 
phoning Linda on 01892 740261

THE ARTS SOCIETY ASHDOWN FOREST 
10th October at 2pm - Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove, TN6 1FE 

Pots and Frocks: the World of Grayson Perry, from Essex Punk Potter to 
Superstar National Treasure 

Our opening lecture of the 2019 / 20 season is preceded by the AGM. Lecturer 
Ian Swankie will introduce us to Grayson Perry, a potter who also works in 
other mediums. He is well known for his outlandish appearance dressed as his 
feminine alter ego, Claire. Grayson Perry is a core part of the art establishment, 
a Turner Prize winner and Royal Academician who curated the 2018 Summer 
Exhibition. This talk will examine Grayson Perry’s work, his exciting and 
thought-provoking exhibitions, and the unique character inside the flamboyant 
frocks. We can expect a fascinating Autumn afternoon, followed by 
refreshments. Members free of charge, guests £6.
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VOLUNTEERS UPDATE: Having received guidance from ES Highways on what volunteers 
can do within a metre of the highway, it is clear that their requirements are not feasible, which 
sadly means we cannot organise any more litter picks across the parish. However, we are still 
able to focus on projects away from the highway and would welcome your suggestions as to 
where volunteers might make a difference.   

CARBON FOOTPRINT: We are currently auditing the actions we are taking to reduce our 
carbon footprint and will be including an article on this in our next Newsletter.  

NEWSLETTER: The next edition will be printed and available for delivery from 23rd October. As 
you know, this is hand delivered wherever possible across the parish (it is second class posted 
only where it is unsafe to hand deliver). This means we are reliant on our stalwart volunteers, 
who each take on different roads to risk various letter box designs! If you like a walk and can 
spare some time, our Admin Assistant Stephanie, would love to hear from you, as she will be 
co-ordinating the delivery this year.  

COMMUNITY WARDEN: Chris Harrison reports that pavement parking is reducing in the areas 
of the parish where we have had concerns about obstruction for pedestrians. Thank you to 
those who have changed their parking habits! 

MARDENS HILL WARD: We have had a change of wards imposed on us, in that the parish 
remains the same but for local government purposes is not identified in the same way. Hence 
Withyham and Blackham now come into Groombridge ward and St Johns comes under 
Mardens Hill ward. It means that we need a councillor to represent Mardens Hill ward. Those of 
you living in that area will shortly be receiving a letter from the two councillors already 
representing you, inviting you to join them.  We would be delighted to hear from you if you are 
interested in becoming a councillor.    

Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14th October 2019 at 7.30pm.  All are welcome                 
Diana Kelly: Chair.  
Clerks can be contacted at 01892 864557 / clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Can That Spam!  Part 1 
You can safely unsubscribe from spam email adverts from companies with whom 
you registered using that tempting link in the email. The other, altogether murkier 
sort ranges from one-liner links apparently from your friend through to blackmail 
spam that demands money not to publish your kinky videos. What to do with it?

So long as you don’t meddle with its contents, spam is generally safe, but annoying.  

Rather than giving your personal email to websites, use a disposable address. This 
can forward email to your main account until you delete the disposable address.  

iCloud and Yahoo offer disposable email addresses that feed into your main 
address. If your provider doesn’t, you can make your own. The Burner Emails 
extension for your browser allows you to create a unique email address for each 
website. Deleting this disposable address eliminates only the stream of messages 
from that website, leaving your other website subscriptions in place.


Roger Lyon






