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Going on I»b/idl#? Working? Ovf £or the Pay?
FLEXIBLE PET CARE SOLUTIONS
Ad hoc * Regular ¢ Daily
Cat Care at Home * Pet Visiting & Feeding » Dog Walking
Dog Training & Advice * Puppy & Elderly Dog Care
Equine, Livestock & Poultry Support

Visit our website for rgzginformatikon
wwwrcﬁmrfvo LoV
PetPa.t 365 01892 653548 / 07974 728967

Livst elass p!f‘ cave uwhen you can't be theve..  Professional = Experienced * Insured + CRB Checked * Vet & Owner References

CHAIR CANING, Daniel
SEAGRASS WORK Offers a unique blend of traditional
H=HH=HH=HH=HH= === psychology with a range of tools for

MIKE PARCELL personal growth, spiritual awakening,

emotional challenges, life changing

events etc., to empower you to take

1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, control of your own life.
Hartfield, TN7 4EX Call 07951 013702

for a free 30 min. consultation.
Tel: 01892 770764 www.limitlessflow.life

[[ THE DORSET ARMS

The Dorset Arms, Withyham
‘ The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms.
| , A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week,
1 WITHYHAM serving local seasonal produce. Accommodation available.
THE DORSET ARMS 01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk
BUCKHURST PARK WITHYHAM
HARTFIELD TN7 4BD

ADAM C WILES

Quality Carpentry and Building
Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex

Telephone: 01892 770554 Mobile: 07818 434506
wilesbuild@sky.com
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with All Saints, Blackham

www.withyhamchurch.org

gels, Withyham,

Rector The Rev. Canon James Campbell 01892 770069
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA
withyhamrector@gmail.com

Churchwarden Mr Antony Cumberland 01892 864347
The Beeches, Stonewall Park Road, Langton

Green, TN3 OHG

Churchwarden Mr Richard Halcrow 01892 770607

Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield,
TN7 4DJ

Sexton & Verger ~ Mr John Collins 01892 662389
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough, TN6 1]JG

Licensed Reader ~ Mrs Elizabeth Parish 01892 864989
6 Lynwood, Groombridge, TN3 9LX

Licensed Reader ~ Mr Donald Yonge 07872 529740

Organist Mrs Sue Stone, GRSM ARCM DipEd 01892 770978

Deputy Organist ~ Mr Peter Ellefsen, BSc CEng MIEE 01892 653965

Bell Tower Captain Mrs Julie Richardson 01892 652008

Hon. Treasurer Mrs Anne Barker 01892 661393
Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough, TN6 1UU

Hon. Secretary Mrs Alison Hunnam 01892 770347
Knoll View, Withyham, TN7 4BD

Safeguarding Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780

Officer

All Saints Representative Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Flower Guild Mrs Jill Pardey 01892 661882
Blackham Flowers Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397
Withyham Altar Linen Mrs Diane Pedder 01892 770240
Withyham Church Cleaning Rota  Mrs Diana Muckleston 01892 864410

Mrs Diane Pedder 01892 770240
Family Support Worker Link Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780
Chichester Cathedral Link Rep. Canon James Campbell 01892 770069
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Church Calendar - December 2019
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

Sunday 1st: 15t in Advent 9.00am  ‘Breakfast Church’
11.00am  Sung Eucharist
6.30pm  Combined Advent Carol Service with
St. John’s, Crowborough at Withyham

Sunday 8th: 2nd in Advent 11.00am  Nativity / Christingle (see below)
6.30pm  Evensong

Thursday 12t 10.00am  Holy Communion

Sunday 15t: 3rd in Advent 11.00am  Matins

6.30pm  Carol Service, Withyham followed by
drinks, The Rectory

Saturday 21st 4.30pm  Carols around Balls Green & at
Buckhurst Park
Sunday 22nd: 4th jn Advent 11.00am  Matins

6.30pm  Carol Service, Blackham
Monday 234 6.30pm  “The Outdoor Nativity’

Tuesday 24t: Christmas Eve 4.00pm  Crib Service
11.00pm  Midnight Communion

Wednesday 25%: Christmas Day 11.00am  Christmas Day Service, followed by a
short Communion

Sunday 29t: 1st after Christmas 11.00am  Matins, Withyham

St Michael’s Church, Withyham
Sunday 8t December ~ 11.00am

u u

Come & Join the Story - Kings, Shepherds, Angels -
little children especially welcome
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Church Calendar - January 2020
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

Sunday 5t: 20d after Christmas ~ 9.00am  ‘Breakfast Church’
11.00am  Sung Eucharist
6.30pm  Evensong

Thursday 9t 10.00am  Holy Communion

Sunday 12t: 1st after Epiphany ~ 9.45am  Family Service
11.00am  Matins
6.30pm  Evensong

Sunday 19th: 2nd after Epiphany 11.00am  Plough Sunday Service
6.30pm  Evensong

Thursday 23 10.00am  Holy Communion

Sunday 26t: 3w after Epiphany ~ 9.45am  Family Service
11.00am  Matins
6.30pm  Evensong

Sunday 20d February: 7he Presentation of Christ in the Temple
9.00am  ‘Breakfast Church’
11.00am  Sung Eucharist
6.30pm  Candlemas Evensong

All Saints, Blackham: No services in January

Churchwardens’ Notes: Our annual All Souls’ service took place in the evening
on November 3rd when we remembered those who have died during the last 12
months. In addition we invited parishioners to record deceased family members and
friends whose names were read out at the service and candles lit in their memory.
The choir was able to have a dress rehearsal for their visit to Chichester Cathedral
where they sang at Evensong on 6th November. On the day they left with supporters
on a coach from the Dorset Arms organised by Tom Wild. Their performance was a
great success and reflected the hard work put in by them with Sue Stone.

On return to the Dorset Arms it was announced that this would be Tom Wild’s last

trip as organiser and that he was about to retire from the choir after very many years.
Our thanks to Tom for all his hard work.

Our Remembrance Sunday service was once again very well attended and was
followed later by an act of remembrance at the Lychgate War Memorial at All Saints
Church, Blackham. (continued on next page...... )
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Letter from the Rectory — December 2019

Dear Friends,

Many of us will be watching television over Christmas, including the Queen’s Christmas
Broadcast at 3.00pm on Christmas Day. 27 million households in the UK — that’s 95% -
own a TV set; that compares with just 5.7 million in 1956. However, by the end of June this
year, 11.6 million households subscribed to Netflix, compared with 1.4 million just seven
years ago.

One of the treats in store for Netflix subscribers is a new Narnia series. C.S. Lewis’ much
loved ‘Chronicles of Narnia’, seven books in all, have delighted many around the world
since they were written in the 1950s.

Aslan is the great lion of ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’. His role is then developed
throughout the remaining books. He is also the only character to appear in all seven books.
Aslan is a talking lion, the King of Beasts. He is wise and compassionate, and has magical
authority acting as a benevolent guide to the children who visit Narnia.

A convert to Christianity at the age of 33, Lewis had been the author of a number of
Christian books before writing the Narnia tales including his best-selling introduction to
Christianity, ‘Mere Christianity’, published in the early 1940s. Initially, Lewis didn’t plan to
incorporate Christian concepts into his Narnia stories. However, the character Aslan is
widely accepted as being based on Jesus Christ. Lewis himself described Aslan as ‘an
alternative version of Jesus as the form in which Christ might have appeared in an
alternative reality’.

The Chronicles of Narnia have had a significant influence on both adult and children's
fantasy literature since the Second World War II. In 1976, the American scholar and author
Susan Cornell Poskanzer noted that Lewis ‘presented his Christian message subtly enough
as to avoid boring children with overt sermonising’.

This Christmas the Church will again proclaim the extraordinary account of how God came
down to earth in human form, as a Saviour — the one who saves us from the consequences of
our own wrong-doing and who offers us a new, life-enhancing journey with him. Come and
hear again the Good News.

James Campbell

(Churchwardens’ Notes continued)

The funeral of Frank Giles took place on 15th November. Frank was a Churchwarden
from 1995 to 2002 and a long time member of this church. His wife Lady Kitty, aunt
of our Patron, predeceased him seven years ago.

Many thanks to the volunteers who turned out for the annual churchyard clear up,
after a night of heavy rain, and for all their hard work in difficult conditions.

We are now approaching the Christmas season and a note of the services during this
period may be found in this edition’s Church Calendar. We take this opportunity to
wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas.

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow
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Celebrating Christmas 2019
Withyham & Blackham Churches

Sun. 8t Dec. [ 1.00am: Nativity / Christingle, Withyham
Sun. 15t Dec. 6.30pm:Traditional Carol Service, Withyham

Sat. 21st Dec. 4.30pm: Carol Singing, Balls Green, from The Coach

House, Summerford Farm &
6.00pm: Buckhurst Park

Sun.22nd Dec. 6.30pm: Carol Service, Blackham

Mon. 23 Dec.  6.30pm:‘The Outdoor Nativity’,
Starts in Withyham Church

Tue. 24th Dec. 4.00pm: Crib Service, Withyham

Christmas Eve I 1.00pm: Midnight Communion,Withyham
Wed. 25t Dec. I 1.00am: Christmas Day Service, Withyham
Christmas Day followed by said Prayer Book Communion

Parish Registers - November 2019

BAPTISMS

On 9t November, the baptisms took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham
of Jack Peter Horatio SPENCER and William Gerald Thomas SPENCER, born
on 12t July 2019, twin sons of Cara and Thomas.

FUNERALS
On 7t November, the interment of ashes took place at St. Michael’s Church,
Withyham of David Ronald Price HAIG.

On 11t November, the interment of ashes took place at St. Michael’s Church,
Withyham of Susan Elizabeth BLACKFORD who died on 234 May aged 63.

On 15% November, the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham of
Frank Thomas Robertson GILES who died on 30th October aged 100, followed

by cremation at the Kent & Sussex Crematorium.

On 16t November, the interment of ashes took place at St. Michael’s Church,
Withyham of Sheila Elizabeth WATERS.
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YOUNG CHURCH

We have -come
to worship JESUS
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/Ao s\ B
CHILD / F G \ MANGER

4 \
EAST / T E i R\ MARY
G|1|F|T|sE[s[H|E|R[O[D[R]E
E|Y/RIAIM/HIN|O[D[L[1[H[C[H
\_|B|E[T/HILIE[H[EIM|[D[S[B]
N\E|G[1|M[A[c[P[c|E[1s]O
Y [N|G[S]I[N[S|H|N[L|G
IEJA[TID[L]1|N|G[E[L[O]H[\
/ IMMIGIN[TIK[TIG[TR|L|Y[| )
A[S|T|R|A]Y|NIN|O/N|G|D|E|B
M/YIRIR|H|G|A[K|F/RIA[T[S|C
RIR|Y[H|/
FF::S\.NDEINCENSE\\ F|S| / g::»?:enos
IFT
A I

Read the story in Luke 2 and Matthew 2

<

On behalf of all the readers of the Parish Magazine I would like to say thank you to all
the team who so kindly deliver the Magazine to people’s homes every month in
Blackham and Withyham. We could not manage without you; you are a very loyal and
dedicated team. May we wish you a Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year.

With my thanks - Janet Funnell
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O BICCASCRACE

_ S\NBRD AND THE
b, \0ST TRERSURE
~ A 31 January 2020 - Spm
e\ 1" January 2020 - 2.30pm & Spm
L Kings' Hall, Withyham
> Tickets at the Dorsel Arms

Where next after Windows 7???

Microsoft is dropping Windows 7 in January 2020. Time to take stock and move
forward...to what?
Option 1: Upgrade your current machine to Windows 10. Many machines can take
Windows 10; some benefit from modest hardware upgrades. This is the cheapest option
but may not last as long as a new machine.
Option 2: Start afresh with a younger model. Decent new machines cost somewhere
between £330 and £550
Option 3: Plump for a tablet or a Chromebook.
Option 4: Your old computer is skip-ward bound. Or is it?
Weary of Microsoft’s Windows 10 regime of forced upgrades, pointed references to
personalised adverts and concerning suggestions about watching what you type? If you
like Windows 7 then you may like Linux.
Linux requires less powerful hardware to achieve a pleasingly responsive effect. Robust
and secure, Linux is well maintained and boasts a wide range of software. Available in a
range of flavours, | suggest Mint since it looks remarkably like Windows 7. Is Linux the
Windows you have been waiting for?

Roger Lyon




13
\(/////////// w077/ /}’///Y/ %WWWWWWWWWWWWW

7z

¥

s

1'.

Cash bar mulled stuff. -;. :
All profit to be split between S
/0000000 2 QL

N




14
NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL — NOVEMBER 2019

Withyham Parish Council (WPC) met on Monday 11t November 2019 at The Old Station,
Groombridge.

Action from the last meeting is on our website www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk and
Facebook on www.facebook.com/WithyhamParishCouncil. Minutes can also be obtained from
the Clerks at the Old Station, Groombridge.

REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:

County Councillor Whetstone mentioned the volume of rain and that, with freezing
temperatures, there will be more potholes. WPC councillors commented on the number of
roads across the parish that have experienced flooding over the recent weeks. WPC'’s Highways
Coordinator has been out with the East Sussex Highways Steward to show him these. Many
thanks to our Highways Coordinator, who gives his time voluntarily.

District Councillor Obbard reported that all Wealden District Council’'s (WDC) public meetings
are streamed via their website, and past meetings can also be viewed.

The Planning Inspectorate shared its findings on the draft WDC Local Plan with the Ministry of
Housing but unfortunately these cannot be released until after the election. WDC has
commissioned consultants to develop the WDC Climate Emergency Plan. Their initial report
shows that for the District Council the majority of its carbon footprint relates to its buildings and
housing, while for the District itself the main issue is transport emissions.

WARD REPORTS:

GROOMBRIDGE WARD: Speeding continues to be an issue. Our Speedwatch group would
welcome volunteers to help monitor speeds and deter people from speeding on our roads. The
Community Warden continues to monitor inconsiderate parking during his shifts.

WITHYHAM / BLACKHAM : Following a presentation from residents to a previous Council
meeting, the dog bin in Blackham has now been moved to the requested place.

MARDEN’S HILL WARD: Flooding at the bottom of Summersales Hill continues to be a
problem and has been reported to East Sussex Highways.

Vacancies: If you would like to be involved in making a difference in Groombridge ward, which
now encompasses Withyham and Blackham, or in Marden’s Hill ward (which was St John’s
before boundary changes) please contact us.

GROOMBRIDGE MEN’S SHEDS: WPC is custodian of Groombridge Recreation Ground.
Following amendments made to the proposed design to erect a Men’s Shed on Groombridge
Recreation Ground, the revised design was approved at Council. GMS can progress a planning
application following the successful determination of the play area planning application which is
also on Groombridge Recreation Ground.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS LOCAL PLAN: WPCs Planning Committee had drafted a response to the
Tunbridge Wells draft Local Plan and this was agreed by Council. It was noted that the TWBC
draft Local Plan’s development plans are diametrically opposed to Wealden’s, which is trying to
move development away from the Ashdown Forest and the north of the District.

GROOMBRIDGE PLAY AREA: After a lot of work by the Playground Group, the planning
application has now been submitted. This will shortly be available on the Wealden website to
view. Work continues on the tender documents and fundraising plans; speaking of which, please
do come to the January Community Café at Groombridge Village Hall which is to be hosted by
this group to find out more and enjoy a coffee and cake. The Group is always looking for people
to join them. Please do contact the parish office if you are interested.
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patient Participation Group

This is the time of year when we need to check our older or more vulnerable neighbours
and friends, and those with heart or breathing problems, to make sure they are safe and
well, are warm enough, especially at night, and have sufficient stocks of food and
medicines so that they do not need to go out during very cold spells. If you are worried
about an elderly relative or neighbour, contact your local council or Age UK help lines.

There has been a good take up, from those eligible, of the flu vaccine this year.

The end of November sees the departure of our Practice Manager, Julie Finnigan, who
is moving on to pursue other interests. We wish her well in those new ventures and
thank her for her support and contributions to this group. We are also pleased to
welcome the new Practice Manager, Michael Wells, who takes up the position in
December. Most patients are probably unaware of the role of the Practice Manager,
which covers most things non-clinical: finance and business management, HR and
training, compliance, planning, information technology and communications. You may
never see these people but they play an important part in the running of our Practice.
Finally, we wish all patients of the Practice a Merry Christmas and a Healthy 2020.

Tony Howell
SOLICITORS
YOUR LOCAL SOLICITOR
PROVIDING FRIENDLY & EXPERT ADVICE
IN SUSSEX & WEST KENT
Caring and professional advice
01892 731082 when you need it the most
www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk ) "“v’:?”"*e
email: info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk « Lasting powers of attorney
Reg Address: Summer Cottage, Blackness Road, Crowborough, TNé 2NA * Equity release

¢ Matrimonial

Claire Nash Solicitors is the frading name of Claire Nash Solicitors LTD Free initial consultations

Company Number 10958514 . )
Office and home visits available,

Claire Nash Solicitors LTD is regulated by the SRA in England and Wales (SRA number 643261)
VAT Number 285 1524 95 including out of hours if needed




