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Parish Registers – October 2020 
Funeral 
On 9th October the interment of ashes took place at St. Michael & All Angels 
Church, Withyham of Margaret Joan REED (formerly READ), who died on 
15th February 2020 aged 98.

Church Calendar - November 2020 

St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Sunday 1st: All Saints Day 10.00am Breakfast Church Zoom  
 11.00am Holy Communion (said) 

Sunday 8th: 3rd before Advent  10.55am Remembrance Sunday Service, 
Withyham 

  PLEASE BOOK - SEE BELOW 
 12.30pm Act of Remembrance, Blackham 

Sunday 15th: 2nd before Advent 10.00am Breakfast Church Zoom 
 11.00am Matins (said) 

Sunday 22nd: Next before Advent 10.00am Family Service 
 11.00am Morning Zoom 
  
Sunday 29th: 1st in Advent 11.00am Matins (said), Blackham 
 4.00pm Evensong (said) 

Sunday 6th December: 2nd in Advent 
 10.00am Breakfast Church Zoom 
 11.00am Holy Communion (said) 

Remembrance Sunday - 8th November 2020 

We are able to offer services at both churches: 

10.55am: Service of Remembrance, Withyham Church 
AS NUMBERS ARE LIMITED AND WE NEED TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL 
DISTANCING, WE HAVE TO ASK EVERYONE PLEASE TO BOOK: 
The Rectory: 01892 770069 withyhamrector@gmail.com 

12.30pm: Act of Remembrance outside at Blackham Church - in the Churchyard, not 
on the road - OBSERVING SOCIAL DISTANCING REGULATIONS.
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Letter from the Rectory – November 2020 

Dear Friends, 

This year we come to Remembrance Sunday on 8th November amidst 
circumstances that none of  us could ever have envisaged a year ago.  As we 
remember those who died, especially in the two great World Wars of  the last 
century, we cannot but also be conscious of  those who have died of  Covid-19 
since March, both in this country and across the world. 

We will all have had relatives who died in the service of  our country.  A relative 
of  mine on my Mother’s side was Hugh McNeill Fraser.  He served in the 1st 
Battalion London Scottish Regiment, leaving for France on 14th September 1914.  
He was killed just four and half  months later on 3rd February 1915 aged only 21.   

Later that year, his father John Fraser published a little book containing Hugh’s 
final diaries; I have a copy.  I was surprised to read that his father was able to 
travel across the Channel and to be with Hugh in his final hours.  As was the case 
on the Front Line at that time, the very next day the funeral took place.  There 
cannot be a more poignant, a more painful moment in human experience than to 
stand by the grave of  a child of  one’s own.  Tragically, it has been the experience 
of  some people this year.  Those of  us who haven’t been through that experience 
cannot even begin to imagine the depth of  the pain that a parent goes through.  

Such moments are so painful that those of  us who call ourselves Christians can 
only share them with our Heavenly Father in the knowledge that God in the 
person of  Jesus Christ loves us unconditionally and knows us better than we 
know ourselves.   

These and other emotions must have filled John Fraser’s mind as he walked away 
from that Cemetery in February 1915.  As I read the diaries, I wondered how he 
filled the remainder of  his life; I know nothing of  the details.  But I do know that 
the Christian is called to live out a Christ-like life, and we have a God who shares 
our pain and the pain of  the world.   

      James Campbell
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CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL FRIENDS –SUPPORTING OUR CATHEDRAL

 

The Friends’ constitution states that its primary objective is “to assist and support the Dean and 
Chapter in maintaining and improving facilities and services, and to develop and promote the 
Cathedral’s mission.” 

The most tangible and visible way in which the Friends do this is through its project funding and 
recent activities in this regard have been considerable. 

Specifically, the projects that the Friends have funded over the last year are many and varied and 
represent a monetary value well in excess of £200,000. Included in this are: 

• Sponsorship of last year’s highly successful Southern Cathedrals’ Festival 
• Refurbishment of the Vicars Hall Kitchen 
• Nave seating frontals 
• New cassocks for the Vergers 
• Weekday chasubles 
• New altar linen cloth 
• Chorister scholarship 
• The majority of the costs for the new Cathedral database project 

The Friends take pride in the grants that have been made to the Dean and Chapter in the last year, 
none of which would have been possible without the support of the members of the Friends. 

For further information about what the Friends do and how to join, please visit the Cathedral website 
(www.chichestercathedral.org.uk) and select ‘Getting involved’. 

The Friends are a registered charity. Membership costs £15 per year and £25 for a couple.  



8

Family	Support	Work	-	October	update	

from	Nikki	Kerr,	FSW	Director	of	Fundraising	and	
MarkeBng	

Dear	Friends,	

I	write	this	just	aQer	the	Harvest	fes9val	for	many	churches.	We	have	been	humbled	
by	the	generosity	of	many	parishes	who	have	con9nued	to	collect	for	us	(both	food	
and	monetary	dona9ons).	As	we	enter	further	into	autumn	these	contribu9ons	will	
be	put	to	very	good	use	with	our	families.		

It	has	been	a	challenging	month,	with	the	return	to	school	bringing	posi9ves	and	
nega9ves	for	our	families.	There	is	relief	that	children	are	able	to	restart	their	
educa9on	and	socialise	again,	but	the	effect	of	lockdown	has	meant	that	some	
families	are	struggling	hugely	with	their	mental	health	and	their	finances.	We	are	
also	geZng	new	referrals	regularly	as	teachers	and	other	professionals	recognise	a	
need	for	support	that	has	developed	over	the	last	six	months.	

We	are	trying	hard	to	replace	lost	income	and	have	a	number	of	virtual	events	
happening	between	now	and	Christmas.	We	would	love	to	see	as	many	people	as	
possible	join	in	–	all	the	informa9on	can	be	found	on	the	Events	page	of	our	website.	
The	recent	abseil	at	Peacehaven	Cliffs	was	a	great	success	with	over	£13,000	being	
raised,	so	thank	you	to	everybody	who	supported	that	event.	

We	would	normally	be	in	a	very	busy	period	of	mee9ngs,	talks	and	events	in	parishes	
throughout	Sussex.	In	the	absence	of	these	we	are	s9ll	very	conscious	of	all	the	
prayer,	prac9cal	and	financial	support	being	given	so	although	we	are	not	able	to	see	
you	all	in	person,	please	know	that	we	are	extremely	grateful	to	you	all	for	your	
con9nued	support	of	our	work.	

Last	month’s	work	in	numbers	

• 242	(socially	distanced)	visits	to	families	and	134	phone	calls	suppor9ng	49	
grandparents,	318	parents	and	305	children	

• 28	supported	mee9ngs	(virtually	via	Zoom/Skype	etc.)	with	other	agencies	
• 265	deliveries	of	food	and	other	items	(such	as	children’s	ac9vi9es)	made	

Con$nued	on	next	page	…..
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Churchwardens’ Notes 
By	the	9me	this	edi9on	goes	to	print	the	delayed	Church	Annual	Mee9ng	will	have	
taken	place	and,	subject	to	the	decision	of	the	mee9ng,	we	will	have	been	
reappointed	as	Churchwardens	for	the	remainder	of	the	20/21	Church	year.	We	will	
be	‘sworn	in’,	at	a	later	date,	by	James	on	behalf	of	the	Archdeacon	by	special	
dispensa9on	of	the	Bishop.	

Due	to	Covid-19	forcing	us	to	take	unprecedented	measures,	this	has	been	a	very	
difficult	year.	We	thank	everyone	for	their	con9nued	support	both	at	the	Zoom	
mee9ngs	during	lockdown	and	at	the	socially	distanced	abridged	services	and	Zoom	
mee9ngs	since	then.		Sadly	there	is	no	end	in	sight	as	to	when	we	can	return	to	some	
degree	of	normality.	

As	stated	elsewhere,	the	numbers	at	our	annual	Service	of	Remembrance	on	Sunday	
8th	November	will	have	to	be	restricted	and	if	you	wish	to	akend,	you	are	asked	to	
book	your	place	in	advance.	

Antony	Cumberland	&	Richard	Halcrow

Prayer	points	

• Thanks	for	the	successful	outcome	of	a	large	grant	applica9on	last	week	
• Pray	for	two	young	people	in	families	we	support	who	start	undergraduate	degrees	
at	Oxbridge	this	month	aQer	overcoming	significant	challenges	at	home	

• Wisdom	and	strength	for	our	Trustees	and	senior	management	team	in	important	
decisions	over	the	coming	weeks
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Harvest	Service	at	All	Saints,	Blackham	
Sunday	the	11th	of	October	had	been	a	beau9ful	day	and	as	the	sun	was	seZng	the	
skies	were	pink	and	some	fortunate	people	must	have	seen	a	beau9ful	sunset.	A	
wonderful	way	to	arrive	at	All	Saints	to	celebrate	Harvest.	As	2020	is	like	no	other	
year	how	blessed	we	are	to	celebrate	that	“All	is	Safely	Gathered	In”.	We	are	geZng	
used	to	our	revised	services	now;	Sue	Stone	played	beau9ful	music	to	bring	the	
service	together	and	our	Rector	James	Campbell	spoke	about	worry	and	puZng	
worries	in	a	“worry	box”.	Leave	them	for	a	week	to	see	what	happens	to	what	was	
worried	about	-	interes9ng.	Thank	you	to	Penny	Hawes	for	the	flower	arrangement.	
A	very	peaceful	Harvest	Service	to	close	the	weekend.	

Janet	Funnell

Christmas	Cards	
Because	of	the	con9nuing	Covid	19	restric9ons,	Arthur	and	Hazel	Harris	cannot	hold	
their	Coffee	Morning	this	November.	However,	during	the	lockdown	period,	Hazel	
has	been	recycling	Christmas	cards.	These	will	be	on	sale	from	November,	aQer	the	
Morning	Service	in	Withyham	Church.	(Hand	sani9sers	available.)	

Private	visits	may	be	made	to	Pine	Lodge	by	arrangement	-	just	phone	01892	
665854	to	fix	a	9me.	Masks	and	hand	sani9sers	will	be	available.	

All	proceeds	for	Church	funds.	Thank	you.	 	 	 												Hazel	Harris

And	on	a	similar	theme……..	
Visi9ng	the	lovely	likle	Blackham	Church	on	several	occasions	recently	and	passing	
by	my	mother’s	childhood	home	in	Beech	Green	Lane,	brought	back	some	
wonderful	thoughts	of	her.	For	many	years	my	mother	was	a	choir	girl	at	both	
Withyham	and	Blackham	Churches,	walking	from	the	Lodge	House	at	Beech	Green	
Park	to	either	St	Michaels	and	All	Angels,	or	to	Blackham	Church,	depending	on	
where	the	morning	service	was	being	held	on	that	par9cular	Sunday.	Some9mes	
Reverend	Layng	would	kindly	give	a	liQ	back	home	to	my	mother	and	her	friend	
Ethel	in	his	pony	and	trap,	which	considering	the	distance	their	likle	legs	had	to	
walk	must	have	been	a	real	treat.	The	organist	would	sit	in	the	front	beside	
Reverend	Layng,	with	the	girls	in	the	back.	I	recall	my	mother	telling	me	that	on	one	
such	occasion,	Ethel	bet	her	that	she	couldn’t	stand	up	when	the	pony	was	troZng;	
of	course	the	bet	was	taken	up	and	my	mother	promptly	fell	out!!	
These	lovely	memories	have	made	me	realise	how	very	fortunate	we	are	to	have	
these	two	very	beau9ful	churches	in	our	midst	and	makes	me	feel	very	thankful.			
It	was	so	good	to	have	an	opportunity	of	celebra9ng	a	wonderful	Harvest	Fes9val	
Service	at	them	both.	

Miriam	Boobier
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YOUNG CHURCH


