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Please see pages 5 & 6 for important
information regarding services over the
Christmas and New Year period.
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Letter from the Rectory — December 2020
Dear Friends,

Christmas is always a fixture in our lives and features large for weeks, even
months, in advance. As I write, for the first time since the 1940s it is unclear to
what extent we’ll be able to celebrate with our families.

Many families have their own little traditions at Christmas, often inherited from
the previous generation. My siblings and I used to stay with my mother’s parents
in Somerset when we were children. Christmas night was shorter than most; the
day started with the rustle of paper in the stockings strategically placed at the
bottom of our beds. Our grandparents had graduated to pillowcases. After
church in the morning, lunch followed with turkey and Christmas pudding. We
never opened our main presents until the Queen had spoken at 3.00pm.

Christmas will be different this year. It follows a year in which many people’s lives
have been turned upside down. To think that over 50,000 people might die from
a virus in this country alone would have been unthinkable just a year ago; some
of the elderly have been trapped in care homes without any physical contact with
their loved ones, younger people have had to endure limited social contact with
friends, whilst those studying away from home have been isolated.

We yearn for certainty and security, but life is much messier in reality. The event
that we celebrate this December was also a much messier affair than anyone
anticipating the arrival of the Messiah could have imagined: the God of creation,
coming down to earth in human form, born to a young woman in a place
designed for animal feed, and with his life immediately in great danger, having to
flee to a foreign country.

There are too many refugees and asylum seekers today, escaping violence,
persecution or hunger; none of them will be experiencing a traditional Christmas
this year either. Yet the circumstances of the birth of Jesus remind us that God
has a bigger plan, a better plan. Often, when we are in the midst of difficult
times, that is hard to see. It can feel as if God has abandoned us ot that he
doesn’t care. But, as John reminds us, Tor God so loved the world that he gave his one
and one Son, that whoever believes in hin shall not perish but will have eternal life’ (John
3:16).

James Campbell






Prayer points
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Family Support Work — Christmas 2020

As you can imagine, many families assisted by the Diocese’s Family Support Work
have been struggling more than ever this year; requests for help have increased, whilst
normal fund-raising is impossible.

In the past, Withyham and Blackham have been particularly generous; this has been
so much appreciated.

If you are able to help to cheer up some needy families again this Christmas, there are
two options:

1. APRESENT (for a 2-14 year-old, unwrapped, no soft toys please) which can be
delivered to either Miriam and David Boobier’s home, Withybank, Ghyll Road,
Crowborough, TN6 1ST or to The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA (or Miriam can
collect gifts).

2. AVOUCHER for a gift from Top Shop, Next, W.H. Smith etc; or a CASH
DONATION which can be delivered to the same addresses above.

Please could all gifts be delivered by Thursday 10th December to give time for
distribution before Christmas. We can’t adopt the normal practice of gifts being
brought to Withyham Church due to the current uncertainty as to when churches will
be able to reopen.

Thank you
Miriam Boobier James Campbell
01892 662780 01892 770069
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Churchwardens’ Notes

5th November found us in another Covid19 lockdown until 2nd December and we
await Government announcements regarding the regulations for the lead up to and
including the Christmas break.

A shortened Service of Remembrance was brought forward to Wednesday 4th
November and was attended by 35 people. The collection, which traditionally is
donated to the Royal British Legion, was substantially reduced and it was decided to
make up the amount to the level of that for previous years.

Weekly services have been resumed on Zoom with Family Breakfast meetings
followed by a short service of Matins. These services have been well supported and
we would like to thank James for his continuing efforts in running them. The Rectory
has had enhanced broadband installed which has helped with the smooth running of
these events.

The PCC has also been conducting its meetings on Zoom and will be holding an extra
meeting on 9th December to finalise the arrangements for Christmas.

At last, prior to the latest lockdown, the contractors took the East Window to their
studio to carry out the repairs. These are likely to take several months due to
Covid19 restrictions in their workplace. They have replaced the damaged window
with a less unsightly weatherproof temporary covering.

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow

Thank You

On behalf of the many readers of the Parish Magazine | wish to say a big thank you
to all the team who so kindly deliver the Magazine to homes in Withyham and
Blackham every month. | could not manage without you all - you are a very loyal
team. It has been different this year for all of us and it is good that we are back in
print. May | just add that if you use one of the many tradespeople advertising in the
magazine please tell them where you saw their advertisement; they always like to
know. It only remains for me to wish you all a Blessed Christmas and New Year.

With my thanks - Janet Funnell
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Your Christmas Recycling

and Rubbish Collections 2020/21

Normal Collections

Revised Collections

25 December 2020 =  Monday 28 December 2020

Monday 28 December 2020 =¥  Tuesday 29 December 2020
Tuesday 29 December 2020 =  Wednesday 30 December 2020
Wednesday 30 December 2020 2 Thursday 31 December 2020
Thursday 31 December 2020 ¥  Saturday 2 January 2021
Friday 1 January 2021 2> Monday 4 January 2021
Monday 4 January 2021 ®  Tuesday 5 January 2021
Tuesday 5 January 2021 2> Wednesday 6 January 2021
Wednesday 6January2021 =  Thursday 7 January 2021
Thursday 7 January 2021 =»  Friday 8 January 2021
8 January2021 =  Saturday 9 January 2021

Garden Waste collections are suspended from Friday 25 December
and resume on Friday 8 January.

» If you do not have a garden waste collection service, you can recycle
your real Christmas tree at your local Household Recycling Site.
» Place your Christmas cards and wrapping paper
(except foil and glitter) in your recycling bin.
» Extra recycling can be put out in non-black plastic bags next to your
recycling bin.
» Please ensure that your bins are put out at the edge of your property by 7am
on the day of collection.
Check your collection days online or download your collection calendar at:
www.wealden.gov.uk

Sign up to MyAlerts and receive weekly E3sE
emails about your collections. {

Visit: www.wealden.gov.uk/myalerts E’o

or scan the QR code to easily subscribe. =

Wealden

Dietrict Councl

Grecycle for Wealden

A man has 53 socks in his drawer: 21 blue, 15 black and 17 red. The lights are out
and he is completely in the dark. How many socks must he take out to make 100
percent certain he has at least one pair of black socks?
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N\ Nickalls Jecor
Tz 4

01892 770288
07490 550559

Nickalls-decor@outlook.com

Based in Withyham. Interiors /
exteriors, domestic &
commercial, small or large
projects, wallpapering, furniture
painting and more.

Facebook: Nickalls Decor

NI

TONI'S PILATES

& WELLNESS STUDIO

FREE YOGA OR PILATES TASTER CLASS

MINDFULNESS BASED STRESS REDUCTION COURSES FOR ADULTS,
TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN

We offer prestigious and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Mindfulness classes in a
unique and personal environment. Choose from private personal training
(one-to-one) or small classes of 4, 5 and 8 people.

Specialists in rehabilitation and common back pain. Over 30 classes
a week with 2 professional studios.

 REFORMER PILATES (spring resistance) Contact us to book your
* MAT PILATES free taster class

* GENTLE YOGA & YOGA FLOW

» MEDITATION . 0189? 7.11197

« MINDFULNESS info@tonispilates.co.uk

o« RETREATS AND WORKSHOPS www.tonispilates.co.uk




Claire Nash Solicitors

When it comes to
getting legal advice,
it's always difficult to
know where to go,
particularly when it’s
required for matters of
a more sensitive
nature.

Local solicitor, Claire
Nash, understands the
stress that going through any legal matter can
cause, which is why she will do what she can to
make the process as stress free as possible for
her clients - whether it’s making a will,
obtaining equity release, marital affairs or
administrating a loved one’s estate.

Claire also understands the importance of
being flexible to meet her clients and offers an
out of hours, home visit service if required, be
it during office hours, evenings or at weekends.

Wills
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult
population in the UK do not have a will. It is
not as complicated as people may think - a
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive,
even when drafted by a qualified solicitor. To
not have a Will in place could mean your assets
may not go to your chosen beneficiaries.

Matrimonial Matters
If you are considering divorce or separation, or
if you've received a divorce petition from your
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to
us. Claire offers a free initial consultation where
you are able to discuss the process and issues
which concern you most. You'll be able to
ascertain whether any further professional
input is necessary and this initial consultation
is offered on a no obligation basis. You've got
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire first.

Equity Release
Part of effective inheritance tax planning can
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release
mortgage on your property. This would allow
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a
lump sum payment, perhaps for home
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to

a loved one for a deposit on a home for
example. You should always seek advice from a
qualified independent financial advisor to take
you through your options before engaging the
services of an equity release solicitor.

Lasting Power of Attorney
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal
document that allows you to appoint a
person(s) to make decisions about matters
concerning you if you ever become unable to
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the
chance to appoint those you know and trust to
make decisions that are in your best interests
when you are at your most vulnerable.

Probate
Probate may be required when a loved one
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing
and distribution of the person’s estate
according to their Will (if they left one) or
according to the law of intestacy (if they did
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay
money up front on a probate matter - fees and
disbursements are paid from the estate monies
when they become available.
If you find yourself in need of legal advice in
any of the above matters, remember Claire
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the
highest professional service and advice, whilst
always being approachable, personal, caring
and committed to helping you achieve your
desired outcomes, and they're local.

Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.

www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

CLAIRE NASH

SOLICITORS







KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour.

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com

| (g

here to help you your business

Printing | Graphic Design | CAD Design

01 342 323700 Open Monday to Friday

emsdesignandprint.co.uk 8.30am - 5pm

designandprint Just call in

Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead




