ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM

ParisH MAGAZINE

-

i@ .@"__“ mzm m

= i =

ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM

March 2020










4

The Parish of St Michael & All Angels, Withyham,

Rector

Churchwarden

Churchwarden

Sexton & Verger
Licensed Reader

Licensed Reader
Organist

Deputy Organist
Bell Tower Captain

Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Secretary

Safeguarding
Officer

with All Saints, Blackham

www.withyhamchurch.org

The Rev. Canon James Campbell
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA

withyhamrector@gmail.com

Mr Antony Cumberland
The Beeches, Stonewall Park Road, Langton
Green, TN3 OHG

Mr Richard Halcrow
Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield,
TN7 4DJ

Mr John Collins
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough, TN6 1]JG

Mrs Elizabeth Parish
6 Lynwood, Groombridge, TN3 91X

Mr Donald Yonge

Mrs Sue Stone, GRSM ARCM DipEd
Mr Peter Ellefsen, BSc CEng MIEE
Mrs Julie Richardson

Mrs Anne Barker
Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough, TN6 1UU

Mrs Alison Hunnam
Knoll View, Withyham, TN7 4BD

Mrs Miriam Boobier

All Saints Representative Mrs Sue Schooling
Withyham Flower Guild Mrs Jill Pardey

Blackham Flowers Mrs Sue Schooling
Withyham Altar Linen Mrs Diane Pedder
Withyham Church Cleaning Rota  Mrs Anne Radford

Family Support Worker Link
Chichester Cathedral Link Rep.

Mrs Miriam Boobier

Canon James Campbell

01892 770069

01892 864347

01892 770607

01892 662389

01892 864989

07872 529740
01892 770978
01892 653965
01892 652008
01892 661393

01892 770347

01892 662780

01892 740397
01892 661882
01892 740397
01892 770240
01892 770021
01892 662780
01892 770069



5

Church Calendar - March 2020
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

Sunday 1st: I in Lent 9.00am
11.00am
6.30pm
Sunday 8th: 274 jn Lent 9.45am
11.00am
6.30pm
Thursday 12t 10.00am
Sunday 15t: 3 in Lent 11.00am
6.30pm
Sunday 220d: 4% in Lent (Mothering Sunday)
11.00am
6.30pm
Thursday 26t 10.00am
Sunday 29t: 5% in Lent 11.00am
6.30pm
Sunday 5t April: Palm Sunday
11.00am
6.30pm

Breakfast Church, The Rectory
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Family Service
Matins
Evensong

Holy Communion
Matins

Evensong

Mothering Sunday Service
Evensong

Holy Communion

Holy Communion, Blackham
Evensong

No Breakfast Church
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Parish Registers - February 2020
FUNERALS

On 31t January, the funeral took place at the Kent & Sussex Crematorium,
Tunbridge Wells of Patricia (‘Pat’) Noel LAMONT, who died on 2nd January
2020 aged 92, followed by a service in St. Michael’s Church, Withyham.

On 11t February, the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham
of John WHITMORE, who died on 26t January 2020 aged 88.
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Churchwardens’ Notes

February 2020 has broken records for the amount of rainfall, with Storms Ciara and
Dennis hitting the country on successive weekends.

It was good to see that so many of you braved some ferocious weather to attend
church on Sunday 9th when Ciara was in full swing and particularly on Sunday 16th,
for the All Age Poetry Service when the tail end of Dennis was still blowing.

Unfortunately during the night of 15th- 16th a lancet of the East Window was
damaged by Storm Dennis. This window was designed by John Hardman Studios in
1856 and part of the upper section of the right hand lancet, which depicts “Christ in
Glory”, was blown out. As we have a Grade | listed Place of Worship and the window
is of significant historic value, it will be necessary to ensure that it is restored to its
former glory by an approved contractor under the supervision of our inspecting
architect. This will necessitate the obtaining of a Faculty from the Chancellor of the
Diocese and it is inevitable that, with the number of people involved and the extent
of the damage, the repairs could take some time to complete.

The progress to date is that the window has been temporarily boarded up, a report
and estimate obtained from an approved contractor and an Interim Faculty granted
by the Chancellor. We will keep you informed of the progress.

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow

EASTER LILIES
There is a tradition at St Michael's that people who
wish to commemorate their loved ones who have \ o = A
departed this life, present lilies which form the basis for - " ‘a —
the floral decoration of the church at Easter. ¥ S I

A list and envelopes will be placed at the back of the

church. Please write your name and the names of those to be remembered
on the list and donate £2 per lily (cash or cheque to be made out to the
Withyham Church Flower Fund). Please write your name on the envelope
and give it to Jill Pardey.

The other thing | would like to flag up for the future is a Bring and Buy Coffee
Morning to be held on Tuesday April 28th at Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane,
Crowborough, to raise money for the flowers for the flower festival.

Many thanks, Jill Pardey
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Letter from the Rectory — March 2020
Dear Friends,

It has been said that the dating reality TV series ‘Love Island’ is one of the best
indicators of contemporary culture. Whatever you make of that statement, the
sudden death of its former presenter Caroline Flack was a shock. That tragedy
also provides a window into contemporary culture, including the reality of life as
a celebrity and the influence of social media. A number of areas of public life
have in recent times become less pleasant and more personal. There has been a
marked lack of kindness.

Many of St. Paul’s exhortations to his readers in his New Testament letters
include a plea to be kind. Kindness is one of the nine ‘Fruits of the Spirit’ - the
marks of the Christian life - that he set out to the Christians in Galatia.

Dr. Samuel Johnson, the 18th Century poet, playwright and biographer was the
author of ‘The Dictionary of the English Language’ published in 1755. He has
been described as ‘arguably the most distinguished man of letters in English
history:

Despite his many gifts and considerable intellect, Dr. Johnson was a man without
malice. On one occasion his companion James Boswell asked him what the point
was of sharing a meal with people if, as sometimes happened, nobody said
anything worth remembering. Dr. Johnson replied that the point was ‘to eat and
drink together, and to promote kindness’.

In his letter to the Christians in Thessalonica, Paul wrote, ‘always try and be kind
to each other and to everyone else.” The poet William Wordsworth put it this way:
‘that best portion of a good man'’s life is his little, nameless, unremembered acts of

kindness and of love.

James Campbell

LENT COURSE 2020

Monday Evenings at The Rectory
7.30pm Supper, ends by 9.30pm

Talk on DVD followed by discussion on Christian basics including
‘Why did Jesus die?’, Prayer and Bible Reading.

2nd March, 9th March, 16th March, 23rd March & 30th March

Contact James or Mary Campbell for further details.




LENT LUNCHES 2020

Wednesdays at The Rectory  12.45-1.30pm
Soup Lunch
in aid of Family Support Work and St. Michael’s School
Ash Wednesday 26t February & weekly to Wednesday 1st April

26 February, 4, 11, 18, 25 March
and 1°* April.

\\&/J(\\ C__/j“\

_((“’(

at The Rectory, Withyham - Come anytime from 12noon til 2pm

These lunches are L By o All donations will be
being supported by VB divided between St
Yr 6 as part of their w $ < e -} Michael’s School &
project ‘Charitas’ . Family Support Work

EASTER 2020

Thursday 9th April:
7.00 - 9.00pm: Passover Meal, The Kings’ Hall

Friday 10th April:
2.00 - 3.00pm: Good Friday Service

Sunday 12th April:
11.00am - 12noon: Easter Day Service

Further details next month
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YOUNG CHURCH

SUNDAY SEEKERS

Matthew 4:1-2

2LA/‘I e
Adam > ___ Eve

were tempted 2/""’"

JESUS

WAS i
TEMPTED J{ -—-—_-_2_

AS WE God. Afterwards

ARE they felt-

ﬂfé + zied
Genesis 3:1-7

M|B|D|A | E|R|B| ‘MAKE THESE
AlA|L|[o[N[E]|Y]| STONESINTO
KIT N|E|L|O|G BREAD.
E|S|E|H|T|F|E| ‘MAN CANNOT LIVE
s|TloINIE|s]|v| BYBREAD ALONE.
TIR|I|D|Y M| 1| «BREAD is shown
C/A|N|N|O|T|L | only once in the grid.)
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The well-known and highly respected local choir, KENT CHORUS, will be
presenting their Holy Week concert in Tunbridge Wells on April 4th - Palm Saturday.

The programme features Haydn’s moving and compelling “Seven Last Words of
Christ”, together with highlights from Pergolesi’s beautiful “Stabat Mater”. There
will also be settings of “Ave Verum Corpus” by Byrd, Mozart and Elgar.

Both main works, whilst bringing out the Passiontide story, are able to look beyond
the darkness of Good Friday to the ultimate triumph and joy of Easter Day.

This concert is the perfect preparation for all of us for Holy Week and Easter; please
do join Kent Chorus for this very special event.

* Saturday April 4th at 7pm
* St. Luke’s Church, St. Luke’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 9JH

* |nterval with refreshments

* Tickets - £12 (under 16s free) - from Kent Chorus, on the door or contact Jane
Osman - osmanjane2@gmail.com

* kentchorus.org.uk

e

Hospice in the Weald
Friday 24th April 8pm

i Not the Hoople & opecial guests
Cash Bar, Raffle, Light refreshments during the interval

Tickets £10 from Meg - email bookings@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
Kings’ Hall, Withyham
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Here at Blackham Country Players we are well known for our funny plays
but in April this year we are performing what we believe will be one our
funniest. “Happy Campers” is the story of a family who meet on a hillside in
the Yorkshire Dales to say a fond farewell to Frank who has an unusual past
and a little family secret. The actors (and our lovely stage) have to cope with
two tents, rucksacks, numerous bits of camping gear, chairs an umbrella and
a dry-stone wall and of course Frank who strangely doesn’t say much during
the whole performance!

The Director, Richard Lake says, “I have wanted to put this show on at
Blackham Village Hall for about 5 years now but the timing has never been
right; now however, with a great cast, great props and Spring nearly upon us
it’s going to be a great show”.

Get your tickets now for what will be a great evening of entertainment with
the usual Blackham warm welcome...... and remember, the laughter is in-
tents!

Friday 17th and Saturday 18th April at 8pm
Call Kate now to reserve your tickets 07540 634603

Family Support Work - Calling all Ladies!!

With the assistance of our lovely little committee, I'm in the process of
arranging a ‘Fashion Show Fundraising Event’ in aid of Family Support
Work on Thursday May 21st
“Travelling Trends’ present ‘High Street Fashions’ at affordable prices!!
Groombridge Village Hall - 7.00 for 7.30pm  Ticket price £10
Bar, refreshments and delicious nibbles will be available - also a Raffle

More details to follow next month - so please reserve the date in your diaries!!
Miriam Boobier
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NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Withyham Parish Council (WPC) met on Monday 10™ February 2020 at The Old Station,
Groombridge. Action from these meetings is on our website

www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk and Facebook on
www.facebook.com/WithyhamParishCouncil.

Minutes can also be obtained from the Clerks at the Old Station, Groombridge.

Members of the public are encouraged to come to the meetings and there is a 10-minute
opportunity at the start of every meeting for them to address the Council: We were
delighted that a resident who is interested in becoming a councillor joined us at the meeting to
find out more about WPC and the role. We currently have 3 vacancies across the parish so we
would love to see other interested people as well!

REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:

County Councillor Whetstone is also a Conservator of Ashdown Forest and he regrets
ESCC'’s decision to withdraw its funding of the Ashdown Forest. The Conservators have a
fundraising plan in place.

District Councillors Hardy and Obbard expect Wealden District Council (WDC) to withdraw its
Local Plan following the Planning Inspector’s comments. WDC will revert to the old Local Plan
while work commences on a new one.

WARD REPORTS:

GROOMBRIDGE WARD - Footpath 33 from Groombridge Recreation Ground to Groombridge
Place remains extremely flooded. The Rights of Way Committee had considered this and, if
necessary, will serve a Section 56 Notice under the Highways Act due to the surface being out
of repair.

The Parish Council helped coordinate a response by WDC to occupation of land at Park Corner.
WDC Enforcement are now investigating and WPC will be kept updated.
WITHYHAM/BLACKHAM -: Having considered a replacement bus stop at Blackham, the Parish
Council feels it is important to find out from residents what their priorities are. The old bus stop
will therefore be removed due to safety concerns and a consultation will take place soon.

We were excited to hear about residents meeting to see how they can make Withyham/Balls
Green ‘greener’.

MARDEN’S HILL WARD - CliIr Tarling is meeting with St John’s Preschool to discuss installing a
footpath to improve safety for Reading Room users.

WPC WEBSITE: Councillors enjoyed a preview of the new more accessible and user-friendly
website, including a page of parish events and activities. It will be launched in the new financial
year... watch this space.

HIGHWAYS COORDINATOR REPORT: Councillors were impressed by, and grateful for, the
extent of work undertaken by our volunteer Highways Coordinator. There have been successes
but there is still much to do to improve highways across the parish.

WEALDLINK - This invaluable service is provided as a door to door shopping service which is
important for those who cannot drive, as well as being available for community groups to hire.

STREETLIGHTS: The light at the Newton Willows steps requires a new lantern. Council agreed
that it would be a more suitable place for the ornamental lantern on Corseley Road, which has a
wider coverage and has been reported to shine into the adjacent homes. A standard LED will
therefore go at Corseley Road and the lantern will be moved.
Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 9th March 2020 at 7.30pm.
All are welcome

Debbie Siddle — Clerk 01892 864557/ clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
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SAVE THE DAY rFor YOUR APA!

YOUR ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY IS ON

Saturday 28w March 2020 10.00AM -12.30PM
GROOMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

Find out more about the
Clubs, Societies and
Groups in the Parish.

Who knows what you
may discover!

2 lcome along and find out

ﬁ-]- PLASTIC
V IEREE

Join students from
St Thomas School to
find out how to be
Plastic Free!

fe. A0
\\ealdcn\

how to save money and
energy with a
Free Energy Bill Check.

Free thermal imaging
surveys available

Advice and guidance on
saving money and the
environment!

Talk to your
Local PCSO
at the Mobile |
Police Station.

SEE YOU THERE!
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group

Following on from the successful walking programme at Groombridge we would
like to offer a similar programme in Hartfield. If you are interested in taking part
or would like to volunteer as a guide, please contact Geraldine Ormonde on
01892 770757 for more details.

We are always looking at ways to improve patient feedback to the Practice, so
during two weeks in April we will be asking patients attending either of the
surgeries to complete a short questionnaire. Your input to this will be appreciated.

There are two pharmacists supporting The Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery.
Ross works on a Tuesday and Sarah on a Thursday and Friday. This is a developing
role ultimately helping the doctors conduct thorough reviews of patients'
medications and ensuring transfer of care between settings is safe and efficient (for
example, when a person comes home from hospital). So, overall the role involves
phoning patients to review their medicines, answering any medicine-related queries
which may come from the patient or a doctor, phoning following discharge from
hospital and conversations regarding healthy lifestyle and over the counter
remedies. We appreciate sometimes these phone calls may be unexpected but they
would be pleased to contact you at a pre-arranged time if it's more convenient. This
is an exciting time for the NHS and the surgery; if you have any feedback they
would be interested to hear from you. You can contact Sarah and Ross via the
surgery on 863326.

Our AGM will be held in the Village Hall, Hartfield, on Saturday 18t April at
10.00. We have invited our MP, Nus Ghani; however, because of other
commitments on that day it is not certain at this stage if she will be able to attend.
We will update you nearer the date.

Tony Howell

*** St. George’s Day Meal ***

Blackham Village Hall - Saturday 25th April - 7.30 for 8.00

Come and enjoy a sit-down 2-course roast dinner with table
service, followed by tea / coffee & petit fours

Licensed bar available

Informal quiz & singalong!
Legendary Blackham hospitality
£12.50 per head

Book with Pennv on 01892 740574




