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MIKE PARCELL
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch,
Hart2ield, TN7 4EX

Eyelash extensions, waxing, massage,
manicures, spray tanning, A-liQ facials
Tel: 07400 962020
Email: v.chamberlain455@gmail.com
Come and enjoy your ﬁshing with CDAA.
All ages and abili9es are welcome.
We have a thriving junior sec9on, a
welcoming ladies sec9on and both
weekend and midweek matches
running nearly all year round.
We have waters to suit most styles of ﬁshing across
Sussex and Kent from half acre ponds to a 280 acre
reservoir plus some river & canal.
www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk
Tel: 07873 322562
email@crowboroughanglers.org.uk

Tel: 01892 770764

The Dorset Arms, Withyham
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms.
A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week,
serving local seasonal produce. Accommodation available.
01892 770278

enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

ADAM C WILES
Quality Carpentry and Building
Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex

Telephone: 01892 770554
Mobile: 07818 434506
wilesbuild@sky.com

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559 FAX 01342 850981 EMAIL
COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating. Covering all
types of building work.
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with All Saints, Blackham
www.withyhamchurch.org

Rector

The Rev. Canon James Campbell
The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA
withyhamrector@gmail.com
Churchwarden
Mr Antony Cumberland
The Beeches, Stonewall Park Road, Langton
Green, TN3 0HG
Churchwarden
Mr Richard Halcrow
Backshaws, Cotchford Lane, Upper Hartfield,
TN7 4DJ
Sexton & Verger Mr John Collins
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough, TN6 1JG
Licensed Reader
Mrs Elizabeth Parish
6 Lynwood, Groombridge, TN3 9LX
Licensed Reader
Mr Donald Yonge
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Mrs Sue Stone, GRSM ARCM DipEd
Deputy Organist Mr Peter Ellefsen, BSc CEng MIEE
Bell Tower Captain Mrs Julie Richardson
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Mrs Anne Barker
Hillside, Lye Green, Crowborough, TN6 1UU
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Mrs Alison Hunnam
Knoll View, Withyham, TN7 4BD
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Mrs Miriam Boobier
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01892 770069

All Saints Representative

Mrs Sue Schooling
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Withyham Flower Guild

Mrs Jill Pardey

01892 661882

Blackham Flowers

Mrs Sue Schooling

01892 740397

Withyham Altar Linen
Withyham Church Cleaning Rota

Mrs Diane Pedder
Mrs Anne Radford

01892 770240
01892 770021

Family Support Worker Link

Mrs Miriam Boobier

01892 662780

Chichester Cathedral Link Rep.

Canon James Campbell

01892 770069

01892 864347

01892 770607
01892 662389
01892 864989
07872 529740
01892 770978
01892 653965
01892 652008
01892 661393
01892 770347
01892 662780
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Church Calendar - April 2020
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

** All services are suspended until further notice **
Churchwardens’ Notes
What a change to all our lives since the last edi9on of these notes. The fact
that the Church of England has suspended worship in church, because of the
Coronavirus, indicates what a serious posi9on we ﬁnd ourselves in.
Our Rector, James Campbell, is ﬁlling this huge gap in our lives with weekly emailed “Services at Home” and short sermons and we commend these to you.
If you wish to receive these and are not on his mailing list, please contact
James directly.
With regard to the repairs to the Church window we are pleased to report
that the Insurers have approved our claim and a contractor has been
appointed. An Interim Faculty has been granted by the Diocesan Registry and
the necessary paperwork submi\ed for the Conﬁrmatory Faculty. We are
wai9ng to hear from the contractor when works will commence with the
likelihood that this will not now be for some 9me.
The Quinquennial inspec9on of All Saints Church, Blackham has taken place
and we thank Sue and Chris Schooling for their help in being in a\endance
with the Architect during this process. We await his report in due course.
We hope that you are all able to keep healthy and pray for a speedy end to
this state of emergency.
Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow
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CHURCH NEWS
The situa9on in every area of life is so fast-moving, changing almost daily, and
totally new for all of us. I ﬁrst draQed this on 20th March. Today, 24th March,
is my third rewrite.
REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES
These are all suspended un9l further no9ce; this now also includes weddings.
CONTACT WITH CHURCH LIFE
Those of you on our Church Mailing List will be receiving email messages twice
a week: Sunday Worship at Home and a Mid-Week Bulle9n. If you are not on
our mailing list but would like to receive this, please do let me know.
CHURCH OPENING
I had hoped that it will be possible for St. Michael’s Church to remain open for
private prayer, at least on Sunday mornings. However, following the PM’s
‘Stay at Home’ direc9ve the Church has to remain closed.
However, the porch does provide a small sanctuary in which to sit quietly for a
moment; various prayers have been posted on the No9ceboard.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Mary and I are happy to receive the names of rela9ves and friends, either for
private prayer or for sharing with others: withyhamrector@gmail.com
FUNERALS
Both Burials in the Churchyards and Crema9ons will have to proceed, but of
course the situa9on is very complicated. A minimal number of people will be
permi\ed to a\end. Details of this will emerge in the next few days.
Jesus’ ﬁnal words on earth to his disciples were, “And surely I will be with you
always, to the very end of the age” (Ma\hew 28:20).
James Campbell
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Letter from the Rectory – April 2020
Dear Friends,
It’s probably correct that a crisis brings out both the best and the worst in human
nature. So, in the midst of a pandemic of medieval proportions, largely unexpected
and with profound consequences for every single one of us, one might expect these
attitudes to be magnified.
Panic buying and a ‘I must have enough for myself’ attitude does mean that others
will have less than they need; and when is enough ever ‘enough’. We are told that
there is enough food for all, but as long as some take more than they need, there will
be shortages.
Whilst selfishness is in evidence so too, in parallel, are numerous acts of kindness, a
wonderful coming together within communities: The Withyham Coronavirus
Kindness Group, neighbours helping out, families rallying round, random offers of
help; village stores and farm shops, faced with difficulties, diversifying and providing
deliveries; the attempt to provide free meals for the vulnerable from the Dorset Arms.
Kindness is a quality that is close to the heart of a Christian way of being.
We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Day on 12th April – but none of us will be
in Church. Yet that reminds us that the Church is essentially not a building, but a
group of people – sometimes gathered, often apart. God is no less present when we
are isolated from each other; he doesn’t have to be worshipped in a building made of
stone by human hands.
Jesus Christ’s death on the Cross and Resurrection wasn’t anything to do with church
buildings. The essence of Holy Week, of Good Friday and Easter Day, is of Jesus
going though unbearable suffering before emerging triumphant – and he did it all for
our sakes that we might be reconciled to God.
Walking is one of the few permissible forms of social interaction for many: the fresh
air and sunlight are particularly good for us; living in the High Weald, we are
especially fortunate. As you wander, why not thank God for the beauty of our
countryside and for what he has done for us in Jesus Christ. Amidst the huge
uncertainty and understandable fear, we can hold on to the promise of the Psalmist
that ‘The Lord is with me, I will not be afraid’ (Psalm 118:6). Remember, too, that we
are never alone: ‘I will never leave you, I will never forsake you’ (Hebrews 13:5).
James Campbell
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus there will be no services at
Easter and so we will not need lilies for the flower arrangements.
Those who have paid by cheque will have their cheque
destroyed and those who paid in cash will be refunded.
In addition, the coﬀee morning on April 28th to raise money for the flower festival will
have to be postponed. Many thanks, Jill Pardey
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Christian Comment – J. John, writer and speaker
I imagine I’m not alone in feeling that I have been mysteriously pushed
through the doors of some magical wardrobe and now, in a state of
severe bewilderment, find myself gazing around a strange, unwelcoming
landscape. It is definitely not C.S. Lewis’s Narnia; this hostile desert is
much more alien and daunting. Yet the door is closed behind us and, to
use the old words of the King James Bible, you and I find ourselves
‘strangers in a strange land’ (Exodus 2:22). What we face is threatening and
even frightening.
Nevertheless, I’m comforted by the fact that many have trod this path
before. Although we find the present Coronavirus pandemic unusual, it’s
worth remembering that if you look back over history it was a rare
generation that didn’t have to grapple with such things as the Black
Death, plague, cholera or the like. Other men and women of faith have
crossed this discouraging landscape before us.
One man who did is the great reformer Martin Luther. In 1527, at a time
when bubonic plague was rampaging across Germany with many
fatalities, he was asked the question as to whether it was right to run away
from it. He wrote an entire booklet in response published under the not
entirely cheerful name ‘Whether One May Flee From A Deadly Plague’.
[J. John offers, in greater detail, three wise principles: to ‘Learn wisely, to
‘Live faithfully’ and to ‘Love richly’.]
The bleak landscape of Coronavirus through which we must travel is very
much uncharted territory. Yet we are not the first to travel it; Luther and
countless others have gone before us and, if it’s any encouragement, the
reformer himself outlived the plague and kept going for another 19 years
before God finally ‘took him’.
Continued on next page
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With that image of a sterile and ominous landscape before us I am
reminded of the first few lines of what is the best known of all Welsh
hymns, ‘Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land; I am
weak, but thou art mighty; Hold me with thy powerful hand.’ Here we have the
greatest of encouragements. As we travel through this difficult time, the
Christian Faith offers us a companion who travels alongside us. Jesus is
Emmanuel, the one who is ‘God with us’ (Matthew 1:23). And in our harsh
new world, that is the greatest comfort of all.

J. John and the Philo Trust
connect@canonjjohn.com
The text of an email recently received from Cathy Clark, of Chichester
Cathedral Parish Link
I had hoped that around this 9me I would be sending out my quarterly email with
details of the Cathedral’s events for the next three months. I had also hoped to
include our newly-redesigned Events Leaﬂet which looked very special. However it
will come as no surprise in these unprecedented 9mes that our forthcoming
events are either cancelled or postponed, and the Events Leaﬂet was withheld
before it went to print.
We are par9cularly disappointed to have to postpone the Fes9val of Flowers un9l
2021, details can be found here on our website including refund informa9on for
those who have bought 9ckets. Refund informa9on for other 9cketed events can
also be found on each individual event web page.
The Dean of Chichester, the very Reverend Stephen Waine, has recorded a
personal message which along with other details, can also be found on our
website. In our Worship web sec9on there are other useful details at this 9me
when all church services are suspended, including audio recordings of sermons
and a new sec9on of Prayers for Personal Use.
If you are able to, please share this informa9on within your parish at this 9me. Our
website will be updated regularly as 9me goes on.
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YOUNG CHURCH
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Family Support Work March Update
Dear Friends,
February signalled the start of Lent, and we are currently encouraging individuals
and churches to think about how they could take FSW up, rather than give
something up. Many churches have engaged by holding Lent lunches or asking their
congrega9ons to collect the money they would have otherwise spent on treats
during Lent and donate it to us. All support in this way is hugely welcome, and we
thank everybody who is par9cipa9ng.
During half term we ran a number of extra ac9vi9es to keep our families ac9ve.
Despite the terrible weather we ran addi9onal sessions in Bognor, Haywards Heath,
Coldean, Rus9ngton and Pulborough, which were greatly enjoyed by par9cipants.
Our prac99oners have been involved with a lot of important school mee9ngs in the
last month, as the lack of support for children with special educa9onal needs is vast
and our families beneﬁt greatly from having us to advocate for them when trying to
secure appropriate assistance for their children.
Our (printed) spring newsle\er has been sent to those on our mailing list. If you
would like any addi9onal copies then please get in touch with the oﬃce.
Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers.
February’s work in numbers
• 184 individual mee9ngs with families suppor9ng 11 grandparents, 171
parents and 204 children
• 46 supported mee9ngs with other agencies
•

29 group sessions suppor9ng 21 grandparents, 301 parents and 319
children

•

134 food deliveries made

Prayer points
• Give thanks that one of our families who has been extremely trauma9sed
by a domes9c violence situa9on has now been rehoused in a safe area
away from their abuser and has started to make friends in the new
community
• Pray for a successful outcome for a number of large funding bids that we
have recently submi\ed
• Pray for our Board of Trustees as they ﬁnalise the budget for next year and
have some important decisions to make
Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marke9ng
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL
Sadly, all events in Blackham Village Hall have been
suspended until further notice due to the Coronavirus
situation. This includes the very popular monthly
Market.

Normal service will be resumed as soon as possible.
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Here at Blackham Country Players we are well known for our funny plays
but in April this year we are performing what we believe will be one our
funniest. “Happy Campers” is the story of a family who meet on a hillside in
the Yorkshire Dales to say a fond farewell to Frank who has an unusual past
and a little family secret. The actors (and our lovely stage) have to cope with
two tents, rucksacks, numerous bits of camping gear, chairs an umbrella and
a dry-stone wall and of course Frank who strangely doesn’t say much during
the whole performance!
The Director, Richard Lake says, “I have wanted to put this show on at
Blackham Village Hall for about 5 years now but the timing has never been
right; now however, with a great cast, great props and Spring nearly upon us
it’s going to be a great show”.
Get your tickets now for what will be a great evening of entertainment with
the usual Blackham warm welcome..….and remember, the laughter is intents!
Friday 17th and Saturday 18th April at 8pm
Call Kate now to reserve your tickets 07540 634603
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THE ARTS SOCIETY ASHDOWN FOREST
As might be expected, we have had to cancel both the April and May lectures for the
Arts Society Ashdown Forest. Please look out for news of the next lecture.
Kind regards,
Judy Goode (Co-Chair, The Arts Society Ashdown Forest)
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NOTES FROM WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Withyham Parish Council serves residents of Blackham, New Groombridge (the East
Sussex side of the River Grom), Marden’s Hill (St John’s, Crowborough) and Withyham.
Withyham Parish Council (WPC) met on Monday 9th March 2020 at The Old Station,
Groombridge. Action from these Council meetings is on our website
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk and Facebook on www.facebook.com/
WithyhamParishCouncil. Minutes can also be obtained from the Clerks at the Parish Office.
REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
County Councillor Whetstone apologised for the state of the roads, exacerbated by the wet
weather. ES Highways has filled 2.5 times more potholes and has had 50% more gangs out
working. He recognised that a lot are having to be re-done but that the very wet weather is
preventing more permanent repairs.
District Councillor Obbard in his capacity as District Councillor, explained that WDC has a
Climate Emergency Plan and a Climate Emergency Officer. Initiatives include detailed energy
assessments being undertaken of WDC owned buildings, including their 3,000 council houses,
with a view to changing from fossil to low carbon fuels. The government has committed to all
Councils recycling the same items kerbside in the next 3 years.
WARD REPORTS: A tree on WPC owned land between Newton Willows and Station Road had
to be removed due to decay and proximity to the road. A replacement will be planted; any ideas
should go to the Clerk for consideration at the next meeting. Groombridge Place had made an
application for a licence to operate later hours, which was due to be considered at Planning
Committee. This had now been withdrawn.
Cllr Fane reported back from a well-attended public meeting in Withyham about rural crime and
policing. Blackham and Withyham residents are working together on local crime matters and
Blackham Watch intend to make an application to the WPC Grants scheme.
GROOMBRIDGE POST OFFICE: Since 2016 when the current postmistress had first indicated
her intention to retire, WPC had been involved in identifying and supporting an alternative
provider. When this proved not to be viable the postmistress kindly continued for longer but Post
Office Ltd is now advertising again for expressions of interest. WPC recognises that
Groombridge Post Office is important to residents and local businesses, it was therefore agreed
that WPC would register an interest to set up a Post Office facility in Groombridge.
WITHYHAM FOOTPATH 33 (GROOMBRIDGE PLACE): Since the last meeting ESCC Rights
of Way has met with the Groombridge Place Estate Manager following complaints about the
flooding on the path. Various options for addressing the path alignment issue as well as the
ground conditions were discussed, and the Estate agreed it would improve the surface of the
existing route as and when conditions allow. WPC’s Rights of Way Committee in May will review
the path’s condition as well as the progress of the footbridge claim. As with all such committee
meetings, members of the public are welcome to observe and to contribute in the first 10
minutes.
ERIDGE STATION: Further to WPC’s letter to MP Nus Ghani to express concerns about the
lack of disabled access to Eridge Station, an email from Southern had been forwarded stating
that a funding application has been made to the Department for Transport for a lift, and that
space to enable a lift was being allowed in the structure of the new footbridge.
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GROOMBRIDGE PLAY AREA: WPC was pleased to receive the successful determination of
the planning application 19/2359, with standard conditions, for the proposed play area. The
Clerk is now working with members of the Playground Group on the next stage which is going
out to tender for contractors. If you are a resident and would like to be involved in the play area
project, please contact the Parish Office.
CROWBOROUGH POLICE STATION CONSULTATION: Sussex Police has recently purchased
the old Crowborough Town Council building, intending it to become the police station, and is
consulting with residents on how they would like to see the building used. This is the local police
station for our parish’s residents and if you would like to respond you can do so via
https://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/crowborough-police-station-consultation.
GROOMBRIDGE RECYCLING CENTRE: Groombridge Recycling facility, which is situated in
the corner of the car park at Groombridge Village Hall, is owned/maintained by WDC and has
large bins for items that are also collected as part of kerbside household recycling. WPC often
receives complaints about overfilled bins (it is suspected that this is due to commercial use) and
items that have been fly-tipped there that are not recyclable such as general waste and
household items. Consideration is therefore to be given to whether, as kerbside recycling
collects all the items that the recycling centre does, the facility should be removed. If you would
like to comment, WPC will be consulting residents via Facebook on whether they use and value
this facility.
WPC WEBSITE: We look forward to launching a more accessible and user-friendly website
soon, including a page of parish events and activities. Watch this space!
COUNCILLORS NEEDED: If you would like to be involved in making a difference in Marden’s
Hill ward (which was St. John’s before boundary changes) or Groombridge ward, which now
encompasses Withyham and Blackham, please contact the Clerk for a chat.
BUDGET & PRECEPT 2020/21: The Parish Council is funded by a precept, the amount
householders of the parish pay as part of the Council Tax, in order to maintain facilities and to
respond to the needs of the community. For 2020/21 our Precept request will be £139,716 which
represents an increase of just 0.3% or 2p per band D property per week from April 2020.
Cllr Diana Kelly, Chair.
Parish Office at 01892 864557/ clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
The Old Station, Station Road, Groombridge, TN3 9RD
Parish Office closed until further notice due to the Coronavirus situation.

** Quick General Knowledge Quiz **
“It was love at first sight” is the first line of which Joseph Heller novel?
Death in Leamington & Highland Low are by which poet, who died in 1984?
The London postal code E17 refers to which area?
Hopelessly Devoted to You & Summer Nights are from which film musical?
David Bowie had a UK no. 1 single with Ashes to Ashes in which year?
Nicolas Cage starred with which former James Bond actor in the 1996 film “The Rock”?
Which boxer was known as the “Louisville Lip”?
Which English Football League team won the Premier League in both 1996 & 1997?
1) Catch 22 2) Sir John Betjeman 3) Walthamstow 4) Grease 5) 1980 6) Sean Connery
7) Muhammed Ali 8) Manchester United

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
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Withyham Parish Amblers
Walking at a relaxed pace for pleasure

Please note that the Amblers Walks have been cancelled until
further notice due to the Coronavirus situation.
For the same reason, the Community Cafés, held in
Groombridge Village Hall on the same morning as the Walks,
have also been suspended for the time being.
karen.white@ferviduswhite.com 07941 055011
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 01892 864557

A Withyham Parish Council ‘Forward for 5’ initiative

The Kings’ Hall Withyham 100 Club
We are very grateful for everyone’s support but are happy to encourage
more local people to become members and help our fund raising for further
maintenance and improvements. After two and a half years, we have
reached 100 members!!!!!! THANK YOU.
However, please do keep joining and increase the size of the December
Bonus!
Each number costs £12 per year; if you would like to join please contact Rick
Hunnam (01892) 770347 or email rickhunnam@hotmail.com

Winners:

March: £20 June Longley £15 Zoe Turner £10 Judith Fuller
In light of the current situation, payment of winnings will have to be delayed
until the restrictions are relaxed.

Forthcoming Events in the Withyham Village Hall
REGRETTABLY, THERE WILL BE NO EVENTS IN THE KING’S HALL UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS SITUATION.
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group
I suspect it will not come as a surprise that we have decided to postpone our AGM,
scheduled for 18th April, until later in the year, probably September. The same will
apply to the patient survey planned around that time.
Drs. Andrew Wolfle and Matt James have issued a statement on how the Practice is
dealing with the coronavirus, which may be found on the next page. Articles for
inclusion in the magazine need to be submitted somewhat in advance of publication,
which may mean events could have overtaken the arrangements contained in their
message. We will endeavour to use local media outlets like Facebook and notice
boards for updates.
Basic precautions we can all take have been well publicised but in addition, please
look out for vulnerable neighbours who are confined to their home and who may
need help with tasks like shopping.
Tony Howell

Groombridge Horticultural Society
As we go to press this month, we are just about to send out to our members
confirmation that we are cancelling our March speaker due to rapidly escalating
health concerns. It is also looking likely that the Spring Show at the end of March
and our April trip to Standen House and Gardens will be cancelled.
At the time of writing, we are still hopeful that we will be continuing with our Spring
Plant Sale on Saturday 16th May as this will be outdoors but please watch this
space in this respect.
With more time at home likely, we may have more time for gardening… so let’s hope
the rain eases off, we can enjoy some fresh air and exercise in our gardens and
perhaps ramp up our fruit and vegetable production to share with our neighbours
and help to reduce the supermarket congestion.
We wish all our members and neighbours the very best of health.
2020 Programme of Events
th
Saturday 16 May - Spring Plant Sale
Saturday 12th September - Autumn Show
Saturday 10th October - Autumn Plant Sale
Thursday 15th October - Ian Beavis on the flora and fauna of Tunbridge Wells
Thursday 19th November - ‘The Spirit of Christmas’ floral demo by Jenny Nye
Saturday 21st November - Community Cafe hosted by the Society
www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk

Hartfield Singers Spring Concert
Please note that the concert which was to have been held on Sunday 19th April has been
postponed until further notice.
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Letter to our patients regarding the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
We would like to thank our patients and our staff for their support and understanding
in response to the various changes we have made, often at short notice as we address
the risks posed by COVID-19. We have followed the Public Health England advice
throughout, seeking to continue to care for our patients as effectively as possible
while also minimizing the risks to our patients and our staff. In the ‘containment
phase’ we asked our patient services team to triage our telephone calls, signposting
patients to ‘NHS 111 online’ where COVID-19 was a possibility, and requesting brief
details of the reason for attendance to assist the doctor team. We have now moved
into the early stages of the ‘delay phase’, and this inevitably brings significant
disruption to our patients. In order to reduce attendance (and virus transmission) in
the practice environment, we have cancelled routine GP appointments and adopted a
second tier of triage with the doctors telephoning all patients, treating over the phone
where possible before arranging appropriate reviews in surgery only when absolutely
necessary. We have decided to convert Groombridge Surgery into our ‘high risk
assessment centre', where patients triaged to be at potential risk of COVID-19 can be
assessed by a doctor in full protective clothing. The rest of our work including all of
our medication dispensing has temporarily been moved to Hartfield Surgery,
medication which was ready for collection at Groombridge Surgery has been moved
to Hartfield Surgery. The pandemic is moving quickly and there will undoubtedly be
further changes as the ‘delay phase’ progresses. We currently update our website on
an almost daily basis and would encourage patients to access this to stay up to date
with any changes. Everyone has a part to play; by following Public Health England
and NHS 111 guidance with appropriate isolation we can minimize the impact of
COVID-19 on our local community.
With our thanks and best wishes
Dr Andrew Wolfle

and

Dr Matt James

Four Elms Catering
Karen Jackson - Proprietor
07734 007911
Fishersgate Cottage, Buckhurst
Estate, TN7 4BB
Email: jacksonk60@aol.com

Local, Experienced, Affordable Scaffolding Service…
Contact Gavin on 07774 956597
Email: gavin@hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk
Website: www.hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk

Jane Perry Homeopathy
Jane Perry MSECH MARH

01892 770288
07490 550559
Nickalls-decor@outlook.com

Based in Withyham. Interiors /
exteriors, domestic &
commercial, small or large
projects, wallpapering, furniture
painting and more.

Bingles Farm
Lye Green
East Sussex
TN6 1UU
07796 174264
jane@janeperryhomeopathy.com

Facebook: Nickalls Decor

www.janeperryhomeopathy.com

FREE YOGA OR PILATES TASTER CLASS
MINDFULNESS BASED STRESS REDUCTION COURSES FOR ADULTS,
TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN
We offer prestigious and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Mindfulness classes in a
unique and personal environment. Choose from private personal training
(one-to-one) or small classes of 4, 5 and 8 people.
Specialists in rehabilitation and common back pain. Over 30 classes
a week with 2 professional studios.
• REFORMER PILATES (spring resistance)
• MAT PILATES
• GENTLE YOGA & YOGA FLOW
• MEDITATION
• MINDFULNESS
• RETREATS AND WORKSHOPS

Contact us to book your
free taster class
01892 711197
info@tonispilates.co.uk
www.tonispilates.co.uk

Claire Nash Solicitors
When it comes to
getting legal advice,
it’s always difficult to
know where to go,
particularly when it’s
required for matters of
a more sensitive
nature.
Local solicitor, Claire
Nash, understands the
stress that going through any legal matter can
cause, which is why she will do what she can to
make the process as stress free as possible for
her clients - whether it’s making a will,
obtaining equity release, marital affairs or
administrating a loved one’s estate.
Claire also understands the importance of
being flexible to meet her clients and offers an
out of hours, home visit service if required, be
it during office hours, evenings or at weekends.
Wills
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult
population in the UK do not have a will. It is
not as complicated as people may think - a
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive,
even when drafted by a qualified solicitor. To
not have a Will in place could mean your assets
may not go to your chosen beneficiaries.
Matrimonial Matters
If you are considering divorce or separation, or
if you’ve received a divorce petition from your
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to
us. Claire offers a free initial consultation where
you are able to discuss the process and issues
which concern you most. You’ll be able to
ascertain whether any further professional
input is necessary and this initial consultation
is offered on a no obligation basis. You’ve got
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire first.
Equity Release
Part of effective inheritance tax planning can
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release
mortgage on your property. This would allow
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a
lump sum payment, perhaps for home
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to

a loved one for a deposit on a home for
example. You should always seek advice from a
qualified independent financial advisor to take
you through your options before engaging the
services of an equity release solicitor.
Lasting Power of Attorney
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal
document that allows you to appoint a
person(s) to make decisions about matters
concerning you if you ever become unable to
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the
chance to appoint those you know and trust to
make decisions that are in your best interests
when you are at your most vulnerable.
Probate
Probate may be required when a loved one
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing
and distribution of the person’s estate
according to their Will (if they left one) or
according to the law of intestacy (if they did
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay
money up front on a probate matter - fees and
disbursements are paid from the estate monies
when they become available.
If you find yourself in need of legal advice in
any of the above matters, remember Claire
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the
highest professional service and advice, whilst
always being approachable, personal, caring
and committed to helping you achieve your
desired outcomes, and they’re local.
Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.
www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

Professional
Garden Services
Garden & Border Maintenance
Grass Cutting • Tree Pruning
Hedge Trimming • Fencing
Decking • Patios
Water Gardens
Turfing • Planting & Pruning
Garden Tidy-ups
Outside Painting

No job too big or small
Call Trevor
(M) 07720 759512
(H) 01892 770051

Email:
trev.wickens@btinternet.com

Nicki the Seamstress
Do you have a pile of sewing jobs
that you never seem to get to?
Let me do them.
Any sewing alterations or repairs, all
at very reasonable rates.
I offer home consultations, with a
collection and delivery service.

07871 808434 01892 770051
nickiwickens@btinternet.com

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

Kevin Wild
Mobile 07766 404945
Crowborough (01892) 664272

Traditional Mole, Mice,
Rabbit & Squirrel Catcher
Traditional methods only
No poisons used

PETER KING

Mobile: 07432 813614
Email: pkingmoles@outlook.com

Your advert could appear
here!
Contact Roger & Janet
Funnell
01892 663512
roger.funnell@btinternet.com

KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour.
Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com

here to help you

your business

Printing | Graphic Design | CAD Design

01342 323700

emsdesignandprint.co.uk
Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead

Open Monday to Friday
8.30am - 5pm
Just call in

Court Solutions South East
Tennis Court Restoration and Maintenance Specialists.
We are a small family company, using modern machinery; we
employ traditional methods for the perfect finish.
Our Services Include: Full Tennis Court Restoration, Pressure Cleaning with Specialist
Detergent, Surface Screeding, General Surface Repairs, Resurfacing, Fencing Repairs,
Polyurethane Resin Coatings for Prolonging Macadam Life, Colour Coating and Lining to
LTA Standards, Annual Maintenance. Email: services@courtsolutions-southeast.co.uk
For more information see our website: www.courtsolutions-southeast.co.uk
Or call Richard Mitchell on 07973182877

NIGEL DEAR
Painter
Decorator
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL
City & Guilds & Advanced Craft

01892 664698
07710 798553
‘Meadowside’
Green Lane
Crowborough
East Sussex
TN6 2BT

Hartfield Playschool ~ Celebrating 50 Years in 2015!
Founded 50 years ago, Hartfield Playschool is a well established community
Playschool in a beautiful setting with extensive gardens and outdoor
space, taking children from 2-5 years. We are open from 9am-3pm
Monday to Friday during term time. Our aim is to enhance the
development and education of pre-school children in line with the
Early Years Foundation Stage. Please visit our website at
www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk or call us on 01892 770830 for more
information about any aspect of Playschool. Charity No. 1158901.

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING
Ditching & Earth Moving
Water Supplies & Repair
Giles Swift
Tel: 01892 864754

S. W. HARDING
HOUSE AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
Builder and Sub-Contractor
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths
Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting
Garden Machinery Cleared

(01892) 740505
Frank A Rhodes
BUILDERS
HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT

Felt Roofing
10 year guarantee
Tiling – Slating
New roofs or repairs
New gutters or existing gutters cleaned
Full service
Free estimates

Tel: 01892 655238
Mobile: 07811 588291

BLACKHAM
VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for: Parties, Receptions, Fitness
Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea
Parties, Rehearsals, Concerts etc. etc.
etc…….
Disabled Access & Facilities, Central
Heating, Fitted Kitchen, Raised Stage
with Curtains, Small Private Garden
Area, Licensed Premises
A friendly Market & Café with a
large range of local produce & gifts is
held from 10.00 to 12.30 on the first
Saturday of every month (except
January)
Hire Rates from only £6 per hour.
Contact Penny on 01892 740574

WEALD ROOFING SERVICES LTD
For a complete roofing service, stripping and retiling
Tiles and slates - Fibreglass flat roofing - Felt roofing
Specialist lead works - Extensions & refurbishments
Fully insured – All work guaranteed

Contact David Nash for a free no-obligation quotation

01892 619947 – 07983 413077

(CHECKATRADE AND GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN AFFILIATED)

R MEDHURST

Funeral Directors
Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 hour service, Home Visits
Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest

East Grinstead (01342) 315880
Hartfield (01892) 770253
At a sensitive time we take care of everything personally

J & H FRIEND

ESTD 1860

REMOVALS,STORAGE, SELF STORAGE
ARCHIVE STORAGE, PACKAGING SUPPLIES
FOREST ROW
EAST SUSSEX
TEL: 01342 822608 EMAIL:info@friendsremovals.co.uk
www.friendsremovals.co.uk

ALAN HOLLOWAY
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN
DESIGN SERVICES (EXTENSIONS & NEW BUILDS)
PLANNING & BUILDING REGS APPLICATIONS
TOPOGRAPHICAL & MEASURED SURVEYS
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION RING 07870 569550 OR 01892 770649
Email: alanholloway47@bbnternet.com

HEVER LANDSCAPES LTD
We offer year-round garden management, regular garden maintenance or a one-off garden
tidy/clearance, grass cutting, lawn care, hedge cutting, leaf clearing construction of vegetable
patches, chicken runs, compost bins, and commercial contracts.
We also offer complete landscaping projects, such as patios, paths, retaining walls, all types of
fencing, planting schemes, re-seeding, turfing, water features, wooden garden structures, tree
surgery, hedge laying and woodland management or clearance.

01892 740133
07909 916909

www.heverlandscapes.co.uk
email: karl.hever.landscapes@gmail.com

Local Information
Kings’ Hall, Withyham
Chairman:
Lettings:
Blackham Village Hall
Bookings:

www.withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
01892 770347
Rick Hunnam
01892 770035
Mrs Meg Staﬀord
venues4hire.org/venue/details/4815
Mrs P Hawes
01892 740574
BlackhamVillageHall@mail.com
Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Practice
01892 863326
Withyham Road, Groombridge, TN3 9QP
Old Crown Farm, High Street, Hartfield, TN7 4AD
01892 652233
Beacon Surgery, Beacon Road, Crowborough, TN6 1AH
01892 603131
Saxonbury House Medical Group, Croft Road, Crowborough
St Michael’s Primary School Mrs Katie O’Shea (Headteacher)
01892 770307
Withyham Art Group
Mrs Rosemary Goolden
01892 770351
01892 770661
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell
01892 655932
Withyham Cricket Club
Peter Hamerton
07756 436085
Music & Movement
Duncan Sanders
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes
01892 740261
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough
01892 655303
Withyham Parish Charity
Trust providing financial help for those in need
01892 770607
Applications should be made to Richard Halcrow
Withyham Parish Council (WPC)
The Old Station, Groombridge, TN3 9RD
01892 864557
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
WPC Oﬃce hours: Monday
12:00 - 17:00
Tuesday - Friday*
09:30 - 12:00
*closed on Wednesdays during school holidays.
A councillor is always present at the monthly Community Café in Groombridge.
Telephone numbers for the reporting of incidents
03456 080193
Highway lights and footpath damage (location and problem)
01243 642222
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)
Waste collection queries
03456 080193
Trading Standards
03456 080197
Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet
withyham.mag@gmail.com
Magazine Editor
Stephen Whittaker
01892 663512
Magazine Advertising
Roger & Janet Funnell
roger.funnell@btinternet.com
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