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Church Calendar - June 2020
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

** All services are suspended until further notice **

Churchwardens’ Notes

We hope that you are coping with the government restrictions during these
unprecedented times and are managing to keep in good health. The lockdown
has undoubtedly created a number of new problems to be solved, whether it
be home schooling, observing social distancing, booking delivery slots or
looking after vulnerable or elderly relatives. We have been very fortunate, by
and large, with the weather and the time perhaps to slow down and observe
nature in its glory at this time of year.

James has kept us in touch by his weekly emailed bulletins, short sermons and
Sunday worship at home notes and prayers. In addition, for the technically
adept among us, he and Mary have run a weekly Zoom Family Breakfast
Church meeting followed by a Weekly Gathering meeting. These have been a
well attended and a much appreciated means of keeping in touch. We thank
James and Mary for their efforts.

It seems that the compliance with the ‘stay at home’ message is bearing fruit
with a reduction of Covid infections and the gradual relaxation of restrictions.
Hopefully we will soon be able to leave the ‘virtual’ world and enter the ‘new
normal’ one!

In the words of the latest government slogan ‘Stay Alert’ and stay healthy!!

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow






Letter from the Rectory — June 2020

Dear Friends,

We have become used to the Government’s phrase that their decisions are based on %be
science’— although, of course, ultimately it is political decisions that have to be made
based on a number of factors, including science. Winston Churchill once said, “Scentists
should be on tap and not on top.”

In matters of faith, it is often assumed that science and religion are diametrically
opposed. Those who manage to ‘have a foot in both camps’, as both scientists and
practising Christians, can often offer interesting perspectives.

Prof. Ard Louis is a theoretical physicist based at Oxford University studying problems
on the border of physics, chemistry and biology. Louis was born in the Netherlands but
was brought up in Gabon in Central West Africa. Growing up, he lived in the middle of
the jungle, the son of missionary parents with a chimpanzee as a pet. He became an
active Christian in his late teens.

He has written about the deep impact that Christianity had on the rise of science.
Scientists like Isaac Newton were deeply religious. By all standards science has probably been
the most successful human enterprise in history,” he states, ‘but its power comes from its limitations. It
Studies only things that are repeatable. There are many aspects of life that cannot be captured in this
way.” He added that when he lived in Africa, he saw God intervene in people’s lives —
something that is hard to capture with science.

Ard Louis doesn’t see science and religion as two separate categories. “My faith influences
all of my life, and science is one thing I do. My faith informs my science in several ways. 1t has to do
with the ethics of how I practice science: honesty, sharing my results, treating my colleagnes and students
well”. He adds that for him the Christian faith provides the insight that human beings
often get it wrong and ate easily susceptible to fooling themselves. “The scientific method has
a lot to do with not fooling ourselves. 1 demand from my students that they’re honest and rigorous in
every single step of their research.”

Another who has made this his life’s work is John Polkinghorne, the Cambridge scientist
and clergyman who will be 90 in October. For long he has been a leading voice
explaining the relationship between science and religion. He sees fruitful interaction
between science and religion because they are both concerned with the search for
truthful understanding.

In the complex and confusing world of Covid-19, amidst the myriad of statistics, the
search for truth continues; both science and religion play their part.

James Campbell



Family Support Work - May update
Dear Friends,

It feels hardly any time since my last update to you, but already a month has gone
by as we continue to operate under lockdown. The restrictions on movement and
contact have of course affected our work over the last few weeks, but our
practitioners have been finding new ways of supporting parents and using the food
delivery slots as a time to catch up from a distance with their families and offer as
much help as they can. With the impact of furlough or job losses starting to really
hit home, the upcoming weeks will be crucial and we are doing our best to keep up
with all developments so that we can give our families the most up to date advice.

Our wonderful supportive community has continued to be extremely generous. We
have been able to keep our food bank stocked thanks to the generosity of a local
building firm, but our immediate priority is to make sure that we can continue to
pay the salaries of our practitioners so that they can keep doing their amazing
work. Our big events programme would have provided a significant amount of
these funds, but with everything cancelled we are now facing a challenge to bring
in enough money. But we are optimistic that the hard work of our staff and the
dedication of our supporters and funders will keep us afloat until times become
easier for everybody.

Thank you to everybody who has contacted us by phone, email or post with words
of encouragement, prayers and financial support. We are so very grateful to you all
for your kindness during these unprecedented times.

April’s work in numbers

* 173 (socially distanced) visits to families supporting 41 grandparents, 357
parents and 410 children

* 21 supported meetings (virtually via Zoom/Skype etc.) with other agencies
* 252 food deliveries made

Continued on next page.....



Prayer points

e Thanks for the success of an application for emergency Covid funding and prayers
that other similar applications will be successful in the next couple of weeks

e Thanks that all of our staff remain healthy and able to continue their work

¢ Guidance and wisdom for the senior management team, who are meeting
remotely every week to discuss and plan for the future

Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing

Can you identify these photos of local churches? No prizes!
They're all within 6 miles of Withyham.




10
YOUNG CHURCH

Forward to

the future

Jesus calls us to move

From The present

to The future

From

RXOZHAAHUOULA SO
HORKOUOHMOOM®
DPREEEHEAGDXEg HO
S M OUORMDNMNUEZA
WONXREHHOMEM I K
T OHAEMAMMEARKDZ M
FAAddunboomH
DPNDPMADRITMEDD OM
M Z oA MBEOEMTM
HEMnMDODMEMBEHPRBBEHHAORZ
M paOObOsS g ®nOM
A BHDG B XS DA T
OUHONMEIEEKSHM®A Rm
ozZzmadKkAMDEMAA |I
mAa > R E NS KN Sm
mMOMMEOEnmON |OF
nEgbhEEAMODAQBR MG WA
HodundhzExno £8
dNENMZHQGOMNEH Rchu
mAamEXMBE>HAR | <o
L L

Word search

TRUTH HOPE TRUST
LIFE PEACE LOVE






12

|' Blackham Service Station,

*3 Carriers

Jubilee Party in the
Village Hall
1978
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Peter Scott turns on the electricity in

the Village Hall - June 1956

School Play
1958

- ER 4 ‘_.4.‘

Wedding of Hugh & Edith Harding at Blackham Church - July 1945



THE ONLY POST OFFICE IN OUR PARISH IS UNDER THREAT!

GROOMBRIDGE POST OFFICE IS TO CLOSE THIS AUTUMN

After many years of serving the community, Rosie, our wonderful

postmistress at GPO intends to retire later this year... and this time she really

means it!
How valuable is the Post Office to you?

The Parish Council would like your views by 31st MAY 2020
READ ON!

Would you be happy for Withyham Parish Council (WPC) to try to
secure the future of Groombridge Post Office?

How often do you use the Post Office?
What services are important to you?
Where do you live?

How do you get to the Post Office?

Would you agree to your council tax being used by WPC to move the
Post Office to the Old Station, Groombridge and to staff it? (See next

page)

If the parish council proceeded, would you like to be part of a ‘Post
Office Steering Group’, helping to make it happen?

To reduce annual staff costs, if costs prove an issue to the majority of
residents, would you volunteer some counter time?
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* The Post Office sells more than just stamps. Is it important to you that
we continue to sell the stationery and other related items?

Please give us your views by completing a form in the Post office and
placing it in the box provided there, or outside the Parish Office.
Or you can - Email the clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

- Telephone the Parish Office on 01892 864557

- Use ‘Groombridge Next Door’

Post Office Ltd is looking for a new site to host the Post Office, so Withyham
Parish Council is investigating whether it can/should do this at the Old
Station.

FACTS TO HELP YOU RESPOND
Post Office Ltd is offering this opportunity on a commission only basis.
(Projected income annually is £9,700-£10,900). An initial calculation suggests
that the Post Office might need to be subsidised by around £30k per year
from precept (money we receive from council tax) for it to be viable. This
would work out as an increase of £22.84 per band D property per year / 44p
per week. Less than a second-class stamp!
(This figure will be clearer after completing the business plan).
There would also be one-off costs to adapt the Old Station and for fees and
set up costs, which need to be further explored.

We are mindful that...

* Should Groombridge Post Office close, the nearest Post Offices are in
Rusthall, (3.5 miles away for Groombridge residents and 6 miles for
Withyham residents) and Crowborough, (5 miles away for
Groombridge residents and 4.5 miles for Withyham residents).

* Post Offices offer many services, such as banking, car tax, currency
and travel insurance and some of our residents rely on a local Post
Office with easy access and parking. (Including local businesses, the
self-employed, those working from home and the elderly).

* There is an economic interdependency between the Post Office, the
Shop and Bakers which is important for all.

* The Post Office is used by people from across the parish and beyond
(from survey undertaken in 2016).

* OnceaPOis lost from a community, it’s usually gone for good.















Jane Perry Homeopathy
Jane Perry MSECH MARH

Nickalls Decor
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Bingles Farm

01892 770288 | LYe Green
07490 550559 | oot SuSsex
TN6 1UU

Nickalls-decor@outlook.com

Based in Withyham. Interiors /
exteriors, domestic &
commercial, small or large
projects, wallpapering, furniture
painting and more.

07796 174264

jane@janeperryhomeopathy.com
www.janeperryhomeopathy.com

Facebook: Nickalls Decor
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TONI'S PILATES

& WELLNESS STUDIO

FREE YOGA OR PILATES TASTER CLASS

MINDFULNESS BASED STRESS REDUCTION COURSES FOR ADULTS,
TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN

We offer prestigious and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Mindfulness classes in a
unique and personal environment. Choose from private personal training
(one-to-one) or small classes of 4, 5 and 8 people.

Specialists in rehabilitation and common back pain. Over 30 classes
a week with 2 professional studios.

 REFORMER PILATES (spring resistance) Contact us to book your
* MAT PILATES free taster class

* GENTLE YOGA & YOGA FLOW

» MEDITATION . 0189? 7.11197

« MINDFULNESS info@tonispilates.co.uk

o« RETREATS AND WORKSHOPS www.tonispilates.co.uk




Claire Nash Solicitors

When it comes to
getting legal advice,
it's always difficult to
know where to go,
particularly when it’s
required for matters of
a more sensitive
nature.

Local solicitor, Claire
Nash, understands the
stress that going through any legal matter can
cause, which is why she will do what she can to
make the process as stress free as possible for
her clients - whether it’s making a will,
obtaining equity release, marital affairs or
administrating a loved one’s estate.

Claire also understands the importance of
being flexible to meet her clients and offers an
out of hours, home visit service if required, be
it during office hours, evenings or at weekends.

Wills
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult
population in the UK do not have a will. It is
not as complicated as people may think - a
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive,
even when drafted by a qualified solicitor. To
not have a Will in place could mean your assets
may not go to your chosen beneficiaries.

Matrimonial Matters
If you are considering divorce or separation, or
if you've received a divorce petition from your
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to
us. Claire offers a free initial consultation where
you are able to discuss the process and issues
which concern you most. You'll be able to
ascertain whether any further professional
input is necessary and this initial consultation
is offered on a no obligation basis. You've got
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire first.

Equity Release
Part of effective inheritance tax planning can
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release
mortgage on your property. This would allow
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a
lump sum payment, perhaps for home
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to

a loved one for a deposit on a home for
example. You should always seek advice from a
qualified independent financial advisor to take
you through your options before engaging the
services of an equity release solicitor.

Lasting Power of Attorney
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal
document that allows you to appoint a
person(s) to make decisions about matters
concerning you if you ever become unable to
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the
chance to appoint those you know and trust to
make decisions that are in your best interests
when you are at your most vulnerable.

Probate
Probate may be required when a loved one
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing
and distribution of the person’s estate
according to their Will (if they left one) or
according to the law of intestacy (if they did
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay
money up front on a probate matter - fees and
disbursements are paid from the estate monies
when they become available.
If you find yourself in need of legal advice in
any of the above matters, remember Claire
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the
highest professional service and advice, whilst
always being approachable, personal, caring
and committed to helping you achieve your
desired outcomes, and they're local.

Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.

www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

CLAIRE NASH

SOLICITORS







Spa Qil
SERVICES
Heating Oil

Competitive prices
f Friendly, helpful service
Red Diesel

Call : 01892 615400

www.spaoilservices.co.uk

KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour.

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com

here to help you your business

Printing | Graphic Design | CAD Design

01 342 323700 Open Monday to Friday

emsdesignandprint.co.uk 8.30am - 5pm

designandprint Just call in

Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead




