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Church Calendar - August 2020
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

Sunday 2nd: 8th after Trinity 10.00am  Breakfast Church Zoom
11.00am  Matins (said)

Sunday 9th: 9th after Trinity 10.00am  Family Service
11.00am  Zoom

Sunday 16t: 10t after Trinity ~ 10.00am  Breakfast Church Zoom
11.00am  Matins (said)

Sunday 23td: 11th after Trinity ~ 10.00am  Breakfast Church Zoom
11.00am  Matins (said)

Sunday 30th: 12t after Trinity ~ 11.00am  Matins (said), Blackham
6.30pm  Evensong (said)

Sunday 6t September: 13t after Trinity
10.00am  Breakfast Church Zoom
11.00am  Matins (said)

Parish Registers — July 2020

Marriages
On 4th July the marriage took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham of
Jared John MARTIN and Emily Helen COATES.

Funerals

On 23rd June the interment of ashes took place at St. Michael’s Church,
Withyham of Josephine KENNEDY of 28a Nelson Road, Hastings who died
on 2nd January 2020 aged 82.






Letter from the Rectory — August 2020

Dear Friends,

Most of us have spent more time at home than normal during the past few
months. I read a piece recently asking why we have made ‘working hard’ a virtue
in our culture. The author, Mark Rodel, reflected that almost every school prize
giving he’d ever attended had put a big emphasis on ‘hard work’; it is part of our
national conversation, and not just in education.

He doesn’t say that effort and excellence are not important, but rather that the
two are not always as closely tied as we might think. Without discounting Thomas
Edison’s famous maxim that genius is ‘1% inspiration and 99% perspiration’,
Rodel says that we can’t just strive our ourselves into creativity - indeed the
evidence is that being idle is essential in creativity.

More than that, he believes that there might be something perniciously
dehumanising about ‘hard work’ in that it treats us all as units of production
rather than human beings. There is evidence that this relentlessness doesn’t
produce the productivity that is required to make the economy grow. In fact,
working less, working fewer hours, making more time to attend to our inner
selves, appears to make people more productive rather than less. In the end,
Rodel asks, “‘What is it all for? For whose benefit are we working so hard?’

During the epidemic, key workers have risked their lives; we’re deeply indebted to
those in the NHS, the Emergency Services and many others who have worked
tirelessly on our behalf. Those of us based at home, away from the frenetic pace
of modern living, have had the opportunity to pause, to reflect, to reconnect with
the natural world - amidst much glorious weather - and with our local
communities, as well as with ourselves and perhaps with God.

As we slowly emerge from the virus, many are losing their jobs and others’ future
employment prospects are very uncertain. Having work is so important for our
self-esteem and well-being, but there is a wider perspective on work highlighted
by Mark Rodel. It is encapsulated in the Story of the Mexican Fisherman, printed
on page 10. It is, of course, an apocryphal story but it does demonstrate a truth
that Jesus taught in Luke 12 and elsewhere in the Gospels about our priorities
and the ultimate futility of striving for more.

James Campbell
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Family Support Work - July update

Dear Friends,

We are now only two weeks away from the end of the school term and with the
summer holidays approaching, all of us at FSW have been thinking hard about how
we can maintain our support for families when our usual range of summer
activities won’t be possible. Of course a lot depends on any further easing of
restrictions, but our priority is the safety and wellbeing of our families, staff and
volunteers, so we are taking each day as it comes. We are hoping to replicate some
online activities that have so far only been carried out in specific deanery areas and
make them available to children across the diocese, but we are still working out
how to make this possible!

We have begun to welcome some staff back from furlough, although on reduced
hours compared with their usual working pattern. It is great to have them back to
relieve some of the pressure onstaff who have been doing multiple jobs since
March.

The Mothers’ Union appeal has now finished but with the reopening of churches
for private prayer, we are hoping that some of you will be able to recommence food
collections for our foodbank. If this is possible, please be in touch with your local
deanery committee member (if you have one), who will be able to give you more
information about our collection dates and times in your area. If you don’t know
who your local representative is, please be in touch with the office on 01273
832963 or by email to spencer@familysupportwork.org.uk and we will be able to
give you more information. Please be aware however, that we are only able to
operate our van two days per week at themoment and we already have a fixed
schedule in place for food collections, so it may not be possible for us to come to
you.

Thank you for your continued support of all that we are doing. We greatly value
your support and prayers.

June’s work in humbers

o 328 (socially distanced) visits to families and 215 phone calls supporting 54
grandparents, 491 parents and 392 children

e 29 supported meetings (virtually via Zoom/Skype etc.) with other agencies
o 351 deliveries of food and other items such as children’s activities made

Continued on next page .....



Prayer points
® Give thanks for the recent successes with grant applications which are

helping to fill some of the gaps in income that have resulted from the
cancellation of events

® Pray for the families we support who have experienced redundancy since
lockdown began, putting even more pressure on their home situation

® Pray for strength for our practitioners, who are having to deal with
increasingly complex situations and families needing them more than ever.

Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing

Churchwardens’ Notes

At last we were able to take the first steps towards resuming worship in
church at the end of July by following Government and Church of England
guidelines.

Appropriate risk assessments were carried out and we hope that the
measures put in place will help to make you feel it safe to attend. As has been
mentioned elsewhere a pattern of services has begun with said Matins at
11.00am on three Sundays a month and a Family service at 10.00am on the
2nd Sunday of the month.

There will be Zoom meetings for each congregation on the Sundays when
their service in church does not take place. We realise that some of you will
still be shielding and hope that you will still be able to keep in touch by
attending on Zoom.

We will continue to follow Government guidelines and relax the measures in
place when advised it is safe to do so.

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow
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The story of the Mexican Fisherman

An American investment banker was at the pier of a coastal Mexican village when a small
boat with just one fisherman docked. On the boat were several large yellowfin tuna. The
American complimented the Mexican on the quality of his fish and asked how long it
took to catch them.

The Mexican replied, “Only a little while”.

The American then asked why he hadn’t stayed out longer and caught more fish.
The Mexican said he had enough to support his family’s immediate needs.

The American then asked, “But what do you do with the rest of your time?”

The Mexican fisherman said, “I sleep late, fish a little, play with my children, take siestas
with my wife Maria and stroll into the village each evening, where I sip wine, and play
guitar with my amigos. I have a full and busy life.”

The American scoffed, “I am a Harvard MBA and could help you. You should spend
more time fishing and with the proceeds, buy a bigger boat. With the proceeds from the
bigger boat, you could buy several boats; eventually you would have a fleet of fishing
boats. Instead of selling your catch to a middleman you would sell directly to the
processor, eventually opening your own cannery. You would control the product,
processing, and distribution. You would need to leave this small coastal fishing village
and move to Mexico City, then LA and eventually New York City, where you will run
your expanding enterprise.”

The Mexican fisherman asked, “But how long will all this take?”
To which the American replied, “15 to 20 years.”
“But what then?” asked the Mexican.

The American laughed and said, “That’s the best part. When the time is right you would
announce an IPO and sell your company stock to the public and become very rich; you
would make millions!”

“Millions,” the fisherman replied, “but then what?”

The American said, “Then you could retire and move to a small coastal fishing village
where you would sleep late, fish a little, play with your kids, take siestas with your wife
and stroll to the village in the evenings, where you could sip wine and play your guitar
with your amigos.”
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"l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for

the sheep." John 10:11 (NIV)

The Good Shepherd

The puzzle is based on John 10:11-18
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Owners and operators are advised to manage any potential risk, cleaning high traffic touch
points frequently. Owners and operators should encourage effective sanitation by users,
parents, guardians and carers.”

WPC is not able to provide regular cleaning and Councillors also considered that no cleaning
regime would be frequent enough to prevent transmission.

On balance Council agreed that the potential risk of transmission was too great to mitigate
through either signage or requirements on parents to sanitise. The play areas therefore
remain closed for the time being.

We realise that some neighbouring councils have re-opened, and we understand that this is
not a popular decision with some people. We assure residents that the decision has been
taken from the point of protecting playground users and our community.

GROOMBRIDGE POST OFFICE:

Thank you to all of you who responded to our bulletin which was posted out to households a
couple of weeks ago. When combined with the May survey the responses are:

» 98% support WPC taking on the post office provision

« 94% support WPC increasing Council Tax / Precept to do so

The meeting considered staffing of the service and WPC made a decision as to its preferred
premises. Watch this space! Work continues on this initiative and we will keep residents
informed of our progress.

LAND AT ST JOHN’S:

The Clerk had been contacted by a resident in St John’s about three pieces of land that they
thought to be common land. On further investigation the Clerk has identified that there is no
public right to claim two of the pieces of land. It might be possible to register the third as a
village green under the Commons Act 2006 but WPC has concerns about the expense and
time that may be involved in registration. The Clerk will ask the resident to undertake further
research and then contact WPC should residents require further support in order that WPC
can consider whether to assist.

Drainage at the Reading Room land has been inspected and requires works. WPC agreed
that this should progress, but that the Horder Centre should be contacted as it appears that
the issue may be exacerbated by run off from their access road.

GRANTS were agreed as follows:

« Blackham Church £400 towards mowing and maintaining the churchyard.

» Clued Up £2,000 towards its youth support service. This service is available to all young
people living in the parish aged 11-25.

There remains £2,000 for grants in this financial year. If your group or organisation

contributes to the welfare of the community within the Parish by improving or supporting

activities / facilities and would like to be considered for financial support then please contact

the Clerk.

Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14th September 2020 at 7.30pm (unless an extra-
ordinary meeting is required in August); the agenda will be posted on our website.

Clir Diana Kelly, Chair

Parish Office contact details: 01892 864557 / clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
The Old Station, Station Road, Groombridge, TN3 9RD















Jane Perry Homeopathy
Jane Perry MSECH MARH

Nickalls Decor
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Bingles Farm

01892 770288 | LYe Green
07490 550559 | oot SuSsex
TN6 1UU

Nickalls-decor@outlook.com

Based in Withyham. Interiors /
exteriors, domestic &
commercial, small or large
projects, wallpapering, furniture
painting and more.

07796 174264

jane@janeperryhomeopathy.com
www.janeperryhomeopathy.com

Facebook: Nickalls Decor
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TONI'S PILATES

& WELLNESS STUDIO

FREE YOGA OR PILATES TASTER CLASS

MINDFULNESS BASED STRESS REDUCTION COURSES FOR ADULTS,
TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN

We offer prestigious and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Mindfulness classes in a
unique and personal environment. Choose from private personal training
(one-to-one) or small classes of 4, 5 and 8 people.

Specialists in rehabilitation and common back pain. Over 30 classes
a week with 2 professional studios.

 REFORMER PILATES (spring resistance) Contact us to book your
* MAT PILATES free taster class

* GENTLE YOGA & YOGA FLOW

» MEDITATION . 0189? 7.11197

« MINDFULNESS info@tonispilates.co.uk

o« RETREATS AND WORKSHOPS www.tonispilates.co.uk




Claire Nash Solicitors

When it comes to
getting legal advice,
it's always difficult to
know where to go,
particularly when it’s
required for matters of
a more sensitive
nature.

Local solicitor, Claire
Nash, understands the
stress that going through any legal matter can
cause, which is why she will do what she can to
make the process as stress free as possible for
her clients - whether it’s making a will,
obtaining equity release, marital affairs or
administrating a loved one’s estate.

Claire also understands the importance of
being flexible to meet her clients and offers an
out of hours, home visit service if required, be
it during office hours, evenings or at weekends.

Wills
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult
population in the UK do not have a will. It is
not as complicated as people may think - a
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive,
even when drafted by a qualified solicitor. To
not have a Will in place could mean your assets
may not go to your chosen beneficiaries.

Matrimonial Matters
If you are considering divorce or separation, or
if you've received a divorce petition from your
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to
us. Claire offers a free initial consultation where
you are able to discuss the process and issues
which concern you most. You'll be able to
ascertain whether any further professional
input is necessary and this initial consultation
is offered on a no obligation basis. You've got
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire first.

Equity Release
Part of effective inheritance tax planning can
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release
mortgage on your property. This would allow
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a
lump sum payment, perhaps for home
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to

a loved one for a deposit on a home for
example. You should always seek advice from a
qualified independent financial advisor to take
you through your options before engaging the
services of an equity release solicitor.

Lasting Power of Attorney
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal
document that allows you to appoint a
person(s) to make decisions about matters
concerning you if you ever become unable to
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the
chance to appoint those you know and trust to
make decisions that are in your best interests
when you are at your most vulnerable.

Probate
Probate may be required when a loved one
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing
and distribution of the person’s estate
according to their Will (if they left one) or
according to the law of intestacy (if they did
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay
money up front on a probate matter - fees and
disbursements are paid from the estate monies
when they become available.
If you find yourself in need of legal advice in
any of the above matters, remember Claire
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the
highest professional service and advice, whilst
always being approachable, personal, caring
and committed to helping you achieve your
desired outcomes, and they're local.

Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.

www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

CLAIRE NASH

SOLICITORS







Spa Qil
SERVICES
Heating Oil

Competitive prices
r Friendly, helpful service
Red Diesel

Call : 01892 615400

www.spaoilservices.co.uk

KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour.

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com

| N %

here to help you your business

Printing | Graphic Design | CAD Design

01 342 323700 Open Monday to Friday

emsdesignandprint.co.uk 8.30am - 5pm

designandprint Just call in

Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead







