ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM

PARISH MAGAZINE
NB: Because of the current COVID restrictions
the magazine is only being distributed in online
form this month. This will be reviewed on a
month-by-month basis.

ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM

February 2021

Eyelash extensions, waxing, massage,
manicures, spray tanning, A-liQ facials
Tel: 07400 962020
Email: v.chamberlain455@gmail.com

CHAIR CANING,
SEAGRASS WORK
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=#

MIKE PARCELL
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch,
Hart2ield, TN7 4EX

Come and enjoy your ﬁshing with CDAA.
All ages and abili9es are welcome.
We have a thriving junior sec9on, a
welcoming ladies sec9on and both
weekend and midweek matches
running nearly all year round.
We have waters to suit most styles of ﬁshing across
Sussex and Kent from half acre ponds to a 280 acre
reservoir plus some river & canal.
www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk
Tel: 07873 322562
email@crowboroughanglers.org.uk

Tel: 01892 770764

The Dorset Arms, Withyham
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms.
A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week,
serving local seasonal produce. Accommodation available.
01892 770278

enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

ADAM C WILES
Quality Carpentry and Building
Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex

Telephone: 01892 770554
Mobile: 07818 434506
wilesbuild@sky.com

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559 FAX 01342 850981 EMAIL
COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating. Covering all
types of building work.
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Church Calendar - February 2021
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham
Currently we have been asked to keep the Churches closed for regular services because of
Coronavirus; only small funerals are permitted.
We will continue to oﬀer the more informal Breakfast Church Zoom at 10.00am and the
short Morning Prayer (Matins) at 10.30am on Sunday mornings.
Sunday 7th: 2nd before Lent

10.00am
10.30am

‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom
Morning Prayer Zoom

Sunday 14th: Next before Lent

10.00am
10.30am

‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom
Morning Prayer Zoom

Sunday 21st: 1st in Lent

10.00am
10.30am

‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom
Morning Prayer Zoom

Sunday 28th: 2nd in Lent

10.00am
10.30am

‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom
Morning Prayer Zoom

Sunday 7th March: 3rd in Lent

10.00am
10.30am

‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom
Morning Prayer Zoom

Wednesday 17th: Ash Wednesday

Parish Registers – December 2020 / January 2021
Funerals
On 21st December the interment of ashes took place at All Saints Church,
Blackham of Sheila May BRADY.
On 13th January the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham
of Gunnel Birgitta WESTLEY (Anneberg, Plumyfeather Lane, Lye Green)
who died on 17th December 2020 aged 75.
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Letter from the Rectory – February 2021
Dear Friends,
Many of the repercussions of the Coronavirus pandemic won’t become apparent
for months or years to come. It is apparent that not all sections of society have
been affected equally, that existing inequalities have been exacerbated. Many of
us around here are acutely conscious how fortunate we are living where we do in
contrast to those who live in flats in urban areas without a garden or outside
space.
It will take time, too, to see for how many and to what extent the enforced
changes of circumstance during the past 10 months result in changes of attitude
regarding priorities in life.
Someone for whom there have been changes in recent months, though not
because of the virus, is the young Canadian singer and songwriter Justin Bieber.
Rising to fame as a 16-year-old teenage heartthrob, by the age of 25 he has 150
million record sales and last year was the youngest solo artist ever to have seven
No. 1 albums in the USA.
He recently recalled how his values became skewed after rising to global stardom
and explained how he had to shift some of his priorities in order to start loving
others. “I came from a small town in Stratford, Ontario, Canada,” he wrote. “I
didn’t have material things and was never motivated by money or fame; I just
loved music. But as a teenager, I let my insecurities and frustrations dictate what I
put my value in. My values slowly started to change. Ego and power started to
take over and my relationships suffered because of it.”
Bieber added that he wants to be “motivated by truth and love. I want to be
aware of my blind spots … I want to walk in the plans God has for me and not
try to do it on my own! I want to give up my selfish desires daily so I can be a
good husband and future dad! I’m grateful that I can walk with Jesus as he leads
me the way.” Last autumn Bieber was baptised alongside his wife Hailey in a lake
by their pastor Judah Smith.
Justin Bieber’s change of life will present many challenges along the way,
compounded by the huge wealth he has still aged only 25. I trust that his
example will be an inspiration to many other young people.
James Campbell
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Family Support Work - January 2021 update
from Nikki Kerr, FSW Director of Fundraising and
MarkeAng
Dear Friends,
Here we are at the start of a New Year and another lockdown. I’d like to thank all of
you for your incredible support throughout 2020, par9cularly at Harvest and
Christmas, when we were amazed at the quan9ty of dona9ons we received for our
foodbank and Christmas presents. Because of this we were able to give over 120
Christmas hampers to families throughout Sussex, with special treats to help them
make Christmas a li^le bit more special. The presents for children were amazing and
each child received handpicked giQs suitable for their age and interest. For some
families these were the only presents the children received, so thank you again for
your generosity.
As we enter a further lockdown it is a challenging 9me for our families. They are s9ll
suﬀering from the impact of last year’s lockdown, and now that schools are closed
again the worries about homeschooling have resurfaced, so our prac99oners are
doing as much as they can to support parents during this period. With the cold
winter weather making outdoor ac9vi9es diﬃcult, we know that there are going to
be diﬃcult 9mes ahead, but we are commi^ed to doing all we can to prevent
families from falling further into crisis.
December’s work in numbers
•

288 individual visits and 205 support calls with families suppor9ng 48
grandparents, 336 parents and 421 children

•

22 supported mee9ngs with other agencies carried out remotely

•

4 online group sessions held

•

518 food deliveries made
Con$nued on next page …..
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Prayer points
•

Thanks for some successful funding bids that were conﬁrmed just before the
Christmas break and will give us some security un9l the end of our ﬁnancial
year

•

Pray for all those families we support who are struggling with their mental
health

•

Strength for our prac99oners who are having to support families remotely
during the lockdown, that they don’t become overwhelmed and are able to
take 9me to rest

As well as her regular update, Nikki sent in the above thank-you to the
Withyham community for all their eﬀorts on behalf of FSW, and in
particular thanked Gilly Halcrow for her Zoom talk “A Box of Christmas
Delights” on December 14th. She reported that FSW received over £900
from our community over the Christmas period. See also next page.
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Family Support Work
Continued and grateful thanks to everyone who so generously supported our
Christmas appeal. Last year posed so many problems for us all and as you may
imagine, with fundraising being practically non-existent, it was a challenge.
The fantastic Zoom presentation on ‘Our Christmas Traditions’ given by our own
delightful Gilly Halcrow was absolutely amazing, extremely entertaining and a
wonderful, uplifting start to the Christmas season. It certainly raised a marvellous
amount of money too.
Additionally, the gifts, gift vouchers and cash donations were truly wonderful, enabling
me to purchase a special chair for the young boy I mentioned to several of you, as
well as forwarding £965 on to FSW Headquarters.
Thank you Gilly, and thank you Withyham Church and all the remarkable Withyham
Community residents who supported FSW. You are all marvellous and I couldn’t do
what I’m able to without your support and encouragement.
With my love and biggest hugs to you all -

Miriam Boobier

Churchwardens’ Notes
With an unwanted feeling of déjà vu we found ourselves in lockdown again from 5th
January, with the resump9on also of shielding for the vulnerable. Because of the age
proﬁle of our congrega9on it was decided to close the church and return to the
format of services on Zoom. The Bishop of Lewes has since advised, following a
request from the Director of Public Health and the East Sussex County Council, that
services in church should be suspended un9l Covid cases in the area decline. On a
posi9ve note, the vaccine programme has begun in this area, and we can look
forward hopefully to a degree of normality returning by spring.
The seasonal Christmas services were reduced because of the Tier 3 regula9ons in
force at the 9me.
An outdoor Na9vity play was held at Buckhurst Place, by kind permission of the
Patron, in dreadful weather condi9ons. Our thanks go to all who took part, to those
who prepared the stable and to the Earl and Countess De La Warr for the provision of
(Covid friendly!) refreshments aQerwards.
Before Christmas we were entertained on Zoom to a very enjoyable and informa9ve
presenta9on by Gilly Halcrow en9tled “Our Christmas Tradi9ons”. This generated a
substan9al sum for the Family Support Group. We oﬀer our thanks to Gilly and to all
those who donated so generously.

Antony Cumberland & Richard Halcrow
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YOUNG CHURCH
The temptation of Jesus in the Wilderness
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The Chichester Nativity | Major New Art Installation at Chichester
Cathedral Heralds the Heroes of the COVID-19 Pandemic
** NB: Last few days - open until 3rd February **
See www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/ for latest information on visiting the Cathedral

A major new art installa9on which heralds the heroes of the COVID-19 pandemic from the
local community and across the Diocese of East and West Sussex.
The artwork will be presented in the Cathedral to mark the period of Advent and Christmas
and depicts a unique presenta9on of the Na9vity story for 2020. Created by Visual Arts
Advisor and Curator Jacquiline Creswell, and Ar9st and Photographer Ash Mills, it is an
immersive photographic installa9on sharing the familiar story of the Na9vity in the style of a
renaissance tableau.
Characters in the scene have been drawn from local organisa9ons, chari9es and medical
services and paired symbolically to the roles within the Na9vity, with angels ac9ng as
guardians of health and wellbeing; shepherds as providers of food and resources; the Magi
as people who have learned from experience and are now leaders of their community. Each
par9cipant was photographed individually, before being edited into the composite image.
Par9cipa9ng organisa9ons include: BBC Radio Sussex, the Bell Tower Drop-In, Chichester
District Foodbank, Chichester Fes9val Theatre, Heart, Sanctuary in Chichester, Stagecoach,
Stonepillow, Wellington Grange and West Sussex NHS Partnership.
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Ken Washer (1923-2021)
Ken Washer from Blackham, a survivor of the epic Second World War Ba^le of
Arnhem, died peacefully on 17th January aged 97.
On 13th October last year, Ken was presented with a ‘Thank You Libera9on Medal’ by
the Dutch people, together with a second medal to mark the 75th Anniversary of the
Ba^le of Arnhem. Ken, a trooper of 1st Airborne Reconnaissance Squadron had
parachuted into the Ba^le on 17th September 1944. He was later captured during an
ambush and released by Allied Forces in 1945. The medals were presented to Ken at
home by Lt. Col. Rob Arts, Military and Naval A^aché from the Netherlands Embassy.
The following is from an ar9cle which appeared in Kent Live News on 17th October:
Ken joined the Army in December 1942, aged 19, in Bradford. He was posted to the
Reconnaissance Corps, later volunteering to join its Airborne Unit. In 1943 the Unit
was sent to North Africa in prepara9on for the invasion of Italy but his reserve troop
were not needed, and returned to England. AQer several postponements, they were
deployed to the Market Garden Opera9on in Holland to capture the bridge at
Arnhem.
In his memoir, Ken wrote, ‘It was soon proven that an Airborne Division containing
foot soldiers and jeeps was no match for the German tanks.’ He con9nued, ‘The
failure to capture the bridge at Arnhem, which was the main objec$ve to enable the
Bri$sh ground troops who were advancing towards the river to cross over the bridge,
compounded our frustra$on.’ AQer they ran out of ammuni9on, Ken and others
spent much of their 9me seeking hiding places in houses and gardens in the streets
of Oosterbeek. Entrenched in a back garden, two of those with him were killed. He
was eventually captured in a cellar.
‘So, for a youth aged 21 it was the prison camps and hard work in a coal mine in
Czechoslovakia with liKle food, resul$ng in my losing about four and half stone in
weight in the next seven months,’ he wrote.
Towards the end of the war, the German guards marched them away from the camp
and eventually they were abandoned for advancing Americans to ﬁnd. ‘Before we got
to England however, we were de-loused and given new clothes and felt much beKer.’
Being back in England was a relief. ‘We were given 12 weeks leave and put on double
ra$ons to help re-build our strength, because at that $me the civilians were ra$oned,’
he said.
The squadron was disbanded, and during the last few months of his Army career he
was posted to the Royal Ar9llery and sent to Italy. Ken later joined the Civil Service
where he worked un9l he re9red.
Our sympathies go to his widow Jean and her family at this diﬃcult 9me.
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group
We would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year. This may not seem
appropriate to some in these diﬃcult times but there is cause for
optimism: the coming of the vaccination programme, the pride we can
take from all those volunteers helping many in our community by
undertaking shopping, collecting medication, transporting some to
medical appointments and generally being good neighbours, and not least
the increasing hours of daylight.
On the next two pages you will find a COVID update from the Practice.
There is one section within it that we would like to emphasise, namely the
vaccination arrangements at Saxonbury. There is limited parking on the
surgery site, so apart from those patients with poor mobility everyone else
will be asked to park in the Waitrose car park. We need volunteer marshals
from our patient population to assist with escorting patients to the surgery
and then back again. We do need many of these volunteers; if you are
willing to help, please contact the Practice Manager by email to:
michael.wells1@nhs.net.
In conjunction with the Practice we will endeavour to keep you informed
of the vaccination roll out programme on the Community Facebook pages
of our villages as well as the Groombridge Nextdoor site. If you are aware
of friends or neighbours who do not have access to these forums please,
where appropriate, make them aware of relevant matters.
If you have a relative or friend in a care home within Sussex, then the local
vaccination services and Sussex Communities NHS Foundation trust are
visiting care homes for older people to vaccinate residents and staﬀ.
Arrangements are being made directly with each care home. They are
planning to have scheduled vaccinations for care homes with residents
over 65 years old by the end of January.
Keep safe.
Tony Howell - Chairman, PPG

Dr Andrew Wolfle
MB BS, MRCGP, DRCOG

Dr Matt James
MBChB MRCGP

TheNook
Withyham Road
Groombridge
Tunbridge Wells
TN3 9QP
Tel (01892) 863326
Fax (01892) 863985

Surgery Update January/February 2021
COVID Practice Update
The new strain of COVID has spread rapidly across our locality causing
much suffering for individuals and great strain in our hospitals. In order to
minimise the risk of COVID within our practice, we are contacting as many
patients as possible by telephone, e-Consultation or video and only patients
with no possible COVID symptoms attend Hartfield Surgery. We are
operating social distancing, compulsory face masks for staff and patients,
hand washing and the one-way system in Hartfield Surgery. We have a limit
of 3 patients in the waiting room at any one time, so if when you attend an
appointment it is full, please return to your car and phone the surgery to
inform us that you are waiting in your car. Please attend any appointments
alone but if this is not possible due to your needs, please restrict this to only
one other person.
We request that any patient who develops possible COVID symptoms within
48 hours of attending the surgery informs us immediately, obtains an urgent
COVID test and informs us of the result as soon as possible so that we can
arrange deep cleaning of any affected areas if the result is positive.
Unfortunately, COVID can cause a wide variety of early symptoms in
addition to the three well-known ones of cough, fever and loss of smell.
Fatigue and headache are frequent early symptoms at all ages and increased
confusion is common in older people. The Covid Symptom Study App (C-19
by ZOE) for smartphone users is a national research project monitoring
user’s daily symptoms that will advise you to get a COVID test if you report
any suspicious symptoms. It provides a valuable source of information about
COVID and daily reports of disease activity in your area. Please download it
and participate in some citizen science.

COVID Vaccine Update
Our entire clinical team, along with all practices in our locality covered by
the High Weald Primary Care Network (PCN), have offered to work
whatever additional hours are required to provide COVID vaccination to our
patients. Unfortunately, the logistics and technicalities around the
administration of the Pfizer vaccine have required each PCN to nominate a
single site to deliver these vaccines. Our PCN site is Saxonbury House
Surgery in Crowborough and it will receive its first batch of 975 vaccines on
15th January, with two further batches arriving within the following week.
Our surgery will be allocated 76 vaccines from each batch and we will be on
track to vaccinate all our patients over the age of 80 by the end of January.
We are grateful for the leadership role of Saxonbury House Surgery and for
our own staff who have volunteered to help with the vaccination program.
We are looking for volunteer marshals from our patient population to assist
with escorting patients from Waitrose carpark, or from the parking bays
outside Saxonbury surgery for those with poor mobility, into the surgery for
vaccination registration and out from the waiting room where they must
remain for 15 minutes after the vaccination. Anyone wishing to volunteer
should contact our practice manager by email to michael.wells1@nhs.net.
Patients will be contacted by the surgery to book their vaccination in line
with the Government’s priority groups. We are bound by this arrangement, so
please do not contact the surgery in the hope of securing an earlier
vaccination because of your perceived risk. We hope that as the Oxford
AstraZeneca vaccine is rolled out we will be given permission to vaccinate
from our surgery which would enable us to vaccinate our housebound
patients and the rest of our practice population quickly and effectively. We
encourage you all to attend for your vaccine when called for the benefit of
your own health and that of the wider community.
We expect to be extremely busy with the vaccination program over the
coming weeks and, therefore, respectfully ask that you seek updates to the
vaccination program from the practice website or the local community online
forums. We remain open, as we have been throughout the pandemic, for all of
your primary care medical needs.
Thank you all for your ongoing support and stay safe.
Dr Andrew Wolfle and Dr Matt James
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Blackham Christmas
The Blackham Christmas Service now
appears such a long 9me ago December 13th and in Tier 2.
I was a Steward that evening, along with
my husband Roger. As we entered the
Church aQer walking up the candle-lit
path we were met with a beau9fully
decorated Church, a Christmas tree and
displays on all the windowsills. This li^le
gem of a Church had been decorated by
Team Blackham and I think a big thank
you is due to them from all of us who a^ended.
We listened to carols and readings - all so very diﬀerent from the normal
sounds of Christmas. Our Rector James spoke of what we do and what we
believe in our Chris9an life. He gave us a ﬁne example by way of a charity
le^er he had recently received from Care for the Family, run by a man called
Rob Parsons. He and his wife Dianne had not been married long when just
before Christmas there was a knock on the door and standing before them
was a man with a black sack and a frozen chicken. It was Ronnie. They had
ﬁrst met him at Sunday School when he was a young boy. He had learning
diﬃcul9es and spent most of his life in care, but now in his late 20s was
almost sleeping rough. He was invited in to stay that evening and Dianne
promised to cook his chicken. The rela9onship that began with that visit
lasted long aQer Dianne and Rob had had children and those children had
grown to adults. Just before Christmas Ronnie passed away aged 75, aQer 45
years living with the family. Such a tale of selﬂessness and mo9va9on by
their Chris9an Faith, trying to live their life as Jesus has taught us. A ﬁne
example to us all in the uncertain 9mes we live in.
Janet Funnell
A blind person who sees is better than a seeing person who is blind.
Iranian proverb
The supreme irony of life is that the more experience we acquire the more we realise
how little we know.
Anon
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The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
11th February 2021 at 2pm
Lecturer: Sian Walters
The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao and the Architecture of Frank Gehry
The Guggenheim, designed by the Canadian architect Frank Gehry and opened to
the public in 1997, is one of the most exci9ng buildings of the 20th century. The
lecture begins with an introduc9on to the Guggenheim Founda9on and how it
came about, and then moves on to describe the very par9cular circumstances that
led to the commission in Bilbao. It examines the architecture of Frank Gehry using
illustra9ons from his work in Europe and America, and describes, with some
beau9fully detailed slides, how the vast asymmetrical, apparently chao9c and
fragmented structure was created. It also discusses the use of 9tanium – the
unusual and eye-catching material which is used to clad much of the surface area
of the building. The lecture ends with an introduc9on to the collec9on of pain9ngs,
sculptures and installa9ons contained within the museum, covering the permanent
collec9on as well as providing up-to-date informa9on on current and future
exhibi9ons. Projects for a new Guggenheim are also discussed.
The lecturer, Sian Walters, studied at Cambridge University. She is a lecturer at the
Na9onal Gallery and The Wallace Collec9on and taught at Surrey University,
specialising in 15th and 16th century Italian pain9ng, Spanish art & architecture,
and the rela9onship between dance and art. She also teaches private courses, and
organises lectures, study days and art holidays abroad. She has lived in France and
Italy, where she worked at the Peggy Guggenheim Museum in Venice.
Lectures are available to members only at this 9me, but you are welcome to join us
by contac9ng our Membership Secretary Donald Speedie in advance of the lecture
on 01892 663388 or email ADFASnews@gmail.com.

I left my campsite and walked south for 3 miles. Then I walked west for 3
miles. Then I walked north for 3 miles and, rather surprisingly, found
myself back at my tent, to find a bear eating my food. What colour was
the bear?
The bear was white. The only place where you can walk south for 3 miles,
west for 3 miles, then north for 3 miles, and end up back where you
started, is the North Pole. The bears there are white!
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Withyham AED – Automated External Deﬁbrillator
We reported last year that there is now a deﬁbrillator housed on the external
wall of the Kings’ Hall for use in a cardiac arrest emergency. The machine has
a recorded sequence of messages to explain how to use the device;
therefore it can be used by anyone in an emergency, allied to CPR
(Cardiopulmonary Resuscita9on), par9cularly chest compressions. No shock
will be applied unless the machine has detected that this is an appropriate
course of ac9on. Recently the machine was used; the responders were
pleased to inform the Hall that it was easy to use and very reassuring,
because they learned that the pa9ent was not in cardiac arrest and so did
not need a shock. The pa9ent made a good recovery. However, the
responders advised that many people they know were not aware that the
machine was available, so we are repea9ng the no9ﬁca9on. There are similar
machines in both Harvield and Groombridge, outside their village halls.

The Kings’ Hall Withyham 100 Club
We are very grateful for everyone’s support but are happy to encourage
more local people to become members and help our fund raising for further
maintenance and improvements.
After two and a half years, we have reached 100 members!!!!!! THANK YOU.
However, please do keep joining and increase the size of the December
Bonus!
Each number costs £12 per year; if you would like to join please contact Rick
Hunnam (01892) 770347 or email rickhunnam@hotmail.com

Winners:
Jan 21: £20 Earl De La Warr £15 Ali Hunnam £10 Honey Wilson

Forthcoming Events in the Withyham Village Hall
REGRETTABLY, THERE WILL BE NO EVENTS IN THE KING’S HALL UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS SITUATION.
Regular hirings are now also postponed unAl Government guidance allows.
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Groombridge Horticultural Society
Spring is coming – yippee! It is perhaps longed for more this year than ever
before and very soon we will be able to distract ourselves with some serious
gardening and enjoy watching our beds and borders spring to life.
We all know that exercise is good for our physical and mental health, but did
you know that gardening qualifies as exercise? Apparently, the number of
calories burnt from gardening is comparable to swimming or jogging and
three hours of gardening can compare to around an hour of
intensive workout in the gym!
Research studies have also shown that gardening can significantly reduce
depression and anxiety as well as help people to maintain independence and
prevent cognitive decline. Enjoying nature, fresh air, growing our own herbs,
fruit and veg and the satisfaction of transforming our outdoor spaces are sure
to give us some relief in these troubled times.
To help you in your gardening efforts, we will endeavour to run our plant sale
in May as we did last year, in a safe and socially distanced way. However,
prior events are looking unlikely at this point.
As we were unable to hold the majority of our scheduled events in 2020, the
committee has agreed that we will not collect membership subscriptions for
2021 from existing members, so anyone who paid in 2020 will automatically
be carried forward as a paid-up member for 2021, so please keep hold of
your 2020 blue membership cards. We have confirmed with both Millbrook
(Crowborough) and Royal Mires (Lye Green) that they will continue to offer a
10% discount on production of the card. If you think you may not have paid
your subs in 2020 and would like to, or you would like to join as a new
member, then do please let us know and we can provide payment details
and add you to our mailing list so you automatically receive any updates on
our events. If you have any other questions or require any further information
please do not hesitate to contact us.
We look forward to seeing all our members as soon as we are able to.
Stay safe and enjoy your gardens.
www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk

If a plant is sad, do the other
plants photosympathise?
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🎵 Penshurst Choral Society ConAnues to Li\ the Spirits Virtually 🎵
Throughout the dark months of autumn and winter, Tuesday evenings have been
special for members of Penshurst Choral Society.
At 8pm we wait in an9cipa9on in studies, kitchens or spare rooms for our Zoom
app to leap into life for our weekly rehearsal with Musical Director Joe Tobin.
We have never met Joe in the ﬂesh - he conducts us from his bedroom in London
aQer taking on the choir during the pandemic - but each week he leads us in a few
warm-ups, some classics and a lot of laughter to keep us singing together.
About an hour is enough on screen, but aQerwards Joe joins us when we are “sent”
randomly to virtual “breakout rooms” to socialise.
This has been a new way of making music for us all. Many of us felt technically
challenged, but most members have risen to it, and have “met” members of the
community that they hadn’t known before.
If you are free on Tuesday evenings and would like to sing with us take a look at
h^ps://penshurstchoralsociety.co.uk, ﬁnd us on Facebook or call Mary Symes on
07776 188194 to ﬁnd out more. There’s no need to live in the Penshurst area - the
wonders of the World Wide Web enable us to sing with friends near and far!
No audi9ons, lots of learning aids and no-one will hear you sing for the moment,
except perhaps the cat….
Come along!

Withyham Parish Amblers
Walking at a relaxed pace for pleasure
Please note that the Amblers Walks have been cancelled until further notice due to
the Coronavirus situation. For the same reason, the Community Cafés, held in
Groombridge Village Hall on the same morning as the Walks, have also been
suspended for the time being.
karen.white@ferviduswhite.com 07941 055011
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 01892 864557

01892 770288
07490 550559
Nickalls-decor@outlook.com

Based in Withyham. Interiors /
exteriors, domestic &
commercial, small or large
projects, wallpapering,
furniture painting and more.
Facebook: Nickalls Decor

Claire Nash Solicitors
When it comes to
getting legal advice,
it’s always difficult to
know where to go,
particularly when it’s
required for matters of
a more sensitive
nature.
Local solicitor, Claire
Nash, understands the
stress that going through any legal matter can
cause, which is why she will do what she can to
make the process as stress free as possible for
her clients - whether it’s making a will,
obtaining equity release, marital affairs or
administrating a loved one’s estate.
Claire also understands the importance of
being flexible to meet her clients and offers an
out of hours, home visit service if required, be
it during office hours, evenings or at weekends.
Wills
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult
population in the UK do not have a will. It is
not as complicated as people may think - a
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive,
even when drafted by a qualified solicitor. To
not have a Will in place could mean your assets
may not go to your chosen beneficiaries.
Matrimonial Matters
If you are considering divorce or separation, or
if you’ve received a divorce petition from your
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to
us. Claire offers a free initial consultation where
you are able to discuss the process and issues
which concern you most. You’ll be able to
ascertain whether any further professional
input is necessary and this initial consultation
is offered on a no obligation basis. You’ve got
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire first.
Equity Release
Part of effective inheritance tax planning can
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release
mortgage on your property. This would allow
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a
lump sum payment, perhaps for home
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to

a loved one for a deposit on a home for
example. You should always seek advice from a
qualified independent financial advisor to take
you through your options before engaging the
services of an equity release solicitor.
Lasting Power of Attorney
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal
document that allows you to appoint a
person(s) to make decisions about matters
concerning you if you ever become unable to
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the
chance to appoint those you know and trust to
make decisions that are in your best interests
when you are at your most vulnerable.
Probate
Probate may be required when a loved one
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing
and distribution of the person’s estate
according to their Will (if they left one) or
according to the law of intestacy (if they did
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay
money up front on a probate matter - fees and
disbursements are paid from the estate monies
when they become available.
If you find yourself in need of legal advice in
any of the above matters, remember Claire
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the
highest professional service and advice, whilst
always being approachable, personal, caring
and committed to helping you achieve your
desired outcomes, and they’re local.
Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.
www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

Professional
Garden Services
Garden & Border Maintenance
Grass Cutting • Tree Pruning
Hedge Trimming • Fencing
Decking • Patios
Water Gardens
Turfing • Planting & Pruning
Garden Tidy-ups
Outside Painting

No job too big or small
Call Trevor
(M) 07720 759512
(H) 01892 770051
Email:
trev.wickens@btinternet.com

Nicki the Seamstress
Do you have a pile of sewing jobs
that you never seem to get to?
Let me do them.
Any sewing alterations or repairs, all
at very reasonable rates.
I offer home consultations, with a
collection and delivery service.

07871 808434 01892 770051
nickiwickens@btinternet.com

Kevin Wild
Painting and
Decorating
Mobile 07766 404945
01892 664272

Traditional Mole, Mice,
Rabbit & Squirrel Catcher
Traditional methods only
No poisons used

PETER KING

Mobile: 07432 813614
Email: pkingmoles@outlook.com

Your advert could appear
here!
Contact Roger & Janet
Funnell
01892 663512
roger.funnell@btinternet.com

KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour.
Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com

here to help you

your business

Printing | Graphic Design | CAD Design

01342 323700

emsdesignandprint.co.uk
Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead

Open Monday to Friday
8.30am - 5pm
Just call in

Court Solutions South East
Tennis Court Restoration and Maintenance Specialists.
We are a small family company, using modern machinery; we
employ traditional methods for the perfect finish.
Our Services Include: Full Tennis Court Restoration, Pressure Cleaning with Specialist
Detergent, Surface Screeding, General Surface Repairs, Resurfacing, Fencing Repairs,
Polyurethane Resin Coatings for Prolonging Macadam Life, Colour Coating and Lining to
LTA Standards, Annual Maintenance. Email: services@courtsolutions-southeast.co.uk
For more information see our website: www.courtsolutions-southeast.co.uk
Or call Richard Mitchell on 07973182877

NIGEL DEAR
Painter
Decorator
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL
City & Guilds & Advanced Craft

01892 664698
07710 798553
‘Meadowside’
Green Lane
Crowborough
East Sussex
TN6 2BT

Local, Experienced, Affordable Scaffolding Service…
Contact Gavin on 07774 956597
Email: gavin@hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk
Website: www.hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING
Ditching & Earth Moving
Water Supplies & Repair
Giles Swift
Tel: 01892 864754

Frank A Rhodes
BUILDERS
HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT

Felt Roofing
10 year guarantee
Tiling – Slating
New roofs or repairs
New gutters or existing gutters cleaned
Full service
Free estimates

Tel: 01892 655238
Mobile: 07811 588291

Four Elms Catering
Karen Jackson - Proprietor
07734 007911
Fishersgate Cottage, Buckhurst
Estate, TN7 4BB
Email: jacksonk60@aol.com
WEALD ROOFING SERVICES LTD
For a complete roofing service, stripping and retiling
Tiles and slates - Fibreglass flat roofing - Felt roofing
Specialist lead works - Extensions & refurbishments
Fully insured – All work guaranteed

Contact David Nash for a free no-obligation quotation

01892 619947 – 07983 413077

(CHECKATRADE AND GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN AFFILIATED)

MEDHURST Funeral Directors
Har]ield: 01892-770253
East Grinstead: 01342-315880
Email: r-medhurst@hotmail.com
Proud to have served the Community for over 150 Years

J & H FRIEND

ESTD 1860

REMOVALS,STORAGE, SELF STORAGE
ARCHIVE STORAGE, PACKAGING SUPPLIES
FOREST ROW
EAST SUSSEX
TEL: 01342 822608 EMAIL:info@friendsremovals.co.uk
www.friendsremovals.co.uk

ALAN HOLLOWAY
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN
DESIGN SERVICES (EXTENSIONS & NEW BUILDS)
PLANNING & BUILDING REGS APPLICATIONS
TOPOGRAPHICAL & MEASURED SURVEYS
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION RING 07870 569550 OR 01892 770649
Email: alanholloway47@bAnternet.com

HEVER LANDSCAPES LTD
We offer year-round garden management, regular garden maintenance or a one-off garden
tidy/clearance, grass cutting, lawn care, hedge cutting, leaf clearing construction of vegetable
patches, chicken runs, compost bins, and commercial contracts.
We also offer complete landscaping projects, such as patios, paths, retaining walls, all types of
fencing, planting schemes, re-seeding, turfing, water features, wooden garden structures, tree
surgery, hedge laying and woodland management or clearance.

01892 740133

www.heverlandscapes.co.uk

07909 916909

email: karl.hever.landscapes@gmail.com

Local Information
Kings’ Hall, Withyham
Chairman:
Lettings:
Blackham Village Hall
Bookings:

www.withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
Rick Hunnam
01892 770347
Mrs Meg Staﬀord
01892 770035
venues4hire.org/venue/details/4815
Mrs P Hawes
01892 740574
BlackhamVillageHall@mail.com
Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Practice
01892 863326
Withyham Road, Groombridge, TN3 9QP
Old Crown Farm, High Street, Hartfield, TN7 4AD
Beacon Surgery, Beacon Road, Crowborough, TN6 1AH
01892 652233
Saxonbury House Medical Group, Croft Road, Crowborough
01892 603131
St Michael’s Primary School Mrs Katie O’Shea (Headteacher)
01892 770307
Withyham Art Group
Mrs Rosemary Goolden
01892 770351
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell
01892 770661
Withyham Cricket Club
Peter Hamerton
01892 655932
Music & Movement
Duncan Sanders
07756 436085
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes
01892 740261
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough
01892 655303
Withyham Parish Charity
Trust providing financial help for those in need
Applications should be made to Richard Halcrow
01892 770607
Withyham Parish Council (WPC)
The Old Station, Groombridge, TN3 9RD
01892 864557
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
WPC Oﬃce hours: Monday
12:00 - 17:00
Tuesday - Friday*
09:30 - 12:00
*closed on Wednesdays during school holidays.
A councillor is always present at the monthly Community Café in Groombridge.
Telephone numbers for the reporting of incidents
Highway lights and footpath damage (location and problem)
03456 080193
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)
01243 642222
Waste collection queries
03456 080193
Trading Standards
03456 080197
Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet
Magazine Editor
Stephen Whittaker
withyham.mag@gmail.com
Magazine Advertising
Roger & Janet Funnell
01892 663512
roger.funnell@btinternet.com

Printed by EMS Ltd, East Grinstead - 01342 323700

