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Parish Registers – December 2020 / January 2021 

Funerals 

On 21st December the interment of ashes took place at All Saints Church, 
Blackham of Sheila May BRADY. 
On 13th January the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham 
of Gunnel Birgitta WESTLEY (Anneberg, Plumyfeather Lane, Lye Green) 
who died on 17th December 2020 aged 75.

Church Calendar - February 2021 
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Currently we have been asked to keep the Churches closed for regular services because of 
Coronavirus; only small funerals are permitted. 

We will continue to offer the more informal Breakfast Church Zoom at 10.00am and the 
short Morning Prayer (Matins) at 10.30am on Sunday mornings. 

Sunday 7th: 2nd before Lent 10.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom  
 10.30am Morning Prayer Zoom 

Sunday 14th: Next before Lent  10.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom  
 10.30am Morning Prayer Zoom 

Wednesday 17th: Ash Wednesday  

Sunday 21st: 1st in Lent 10.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom  
 10.30am Morning Prayer Zoom  

Sunday 28th: 2nd in Lent 10.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom  
 10.30am Morning Prayer Zoom 

Sunday 7th March: 3rd in Lent 10.00am ‘Breakfast Church’ Zoom  
 10.30am Morning Prayer Zoom
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Letter from the Rectory – February 2021 

Dear Friends, 

Many of  the repercussions of  the Coronavirus pandemic won’t become apparent 
for months or years to come.  It is apparent that not all sections of  society have 
been affected equally, that existing inequalities have been exacerbated.  Many of  
us around here are acutely conscious how fortunate we are living where we do in 
contrast to those who live in flats in urban areas without a garden or outside 
space.   

It will take time, too, to see for how many and to what extent the enforced 
changes of  circumstance during the past 10 months result in changes of  attitude 
regarding priorities in life.  

Someone for whom there have been changes in recent months, though not 
because of  the virus, is the young Canadian singer and songwriter Justin Bieber.  
Rising to fame as a 16-year-old teenage heartthrob, by the age of  25 he has 150 
million record sales and last year was the youngest solo artist ever to have seven 
No. 1 albums in the USA. 

He recently recalled how his values became skewed after rising to global stardom 
and explained how he had to shift some of  his priorities in order to start loving 
others. “I came from a small town in Stratford, Ontario, Canada,” he wrote.  “I 
didn’t have material things and was never motivated by money or fame; I just 
loved music. But as a teenager, I let my insecurities and frustrations dictate what I 
put my value in.  My values slowly started to change. Ego and power started to 
take over and my relationships suffered because of  it.” 

Bieber added that he wants to be “motivated by truth and love. I want to be 
aware of  my blind spots … I want to walk in the plans God has for me and not 
try to do it on my own! I want to give up my selfish desires daily so I can be a 
good husband and future dad! I’m grateful that I can walk with Jesus as he leads 
me the way.” Last autumn Bieber was baptised alongside his wife Hailey in a lake 
by their pastor Judah Smith. 

Justin Bieber’s change of  life will present many challenges along the way, 
compounded by the huge wealth he has still aged only 25.  I trust that his 
example will be an inspiration to many other young people. 

      James Campbell
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Family	Support	Work	-	January	2021	update	

from	Nikki	Kerr,	FSW	Director	of	Fundraising	and	
MarkeAng	

Dear	Friends,	
Here	we	are	at	the	start	of	a	New	Year	and	another	lockdown.	I’d	like	to	thank	all	of	
you	for	your	incredible	support	throughout	2020,	par9cularly	at	Harvest	and	
Christmas,	when	we	were	amazed	at	the	quan9ty	of	dona9ons	we	received	for	our	
foodbank	and	Christmas	presents.	Because	of	this	we	were	able	to	give	over	120	
Christmas	hampers	to	families	throughout	Sussex,	with	special	treats	to	help	them	
make	Christmas	a	li^le	bit	more	special.	The	presents	for	children	were	amazing	and	
each	child	received	handpicked	giQs	suitable	for	their	age	and	interest.	For	some	
families	these	were	the	only	presents	the	children	received,	so	thank	you	again	for	
your	generosity.	

As	we	enter	a	further	lockdown	it	is	a	challenging	9me	for	our	families.	They	are	s9ll	
suffering	from	the	impact	of	last	year’s	lockdown,	and	now	that	schools	are	closed	
again	the	worries	about	homeschooling	have	resurfaced,	so	our	prac99oners	are	
doing	as	much	as	they	can	to	support	parents	during	this	period.	With	the	cold	
winter	weather	making	outdoor	ac9vi9es	difficult,	we	know	that	there	are	going	to	
be	difficult	9mes	ahead,	but	we	are	commi^ed	to	doing	all	we	can	to	prevent	
families	from	falling	further	into	crisis.	

December’s	work	in	numbers	

• 288	individual	visits	and	205	support	calls	with	families	suppor9ng	48	
grandparents,	336	parents	and	421	children	

• 22	supported	mee9ngs	with	other	agencies	carried	out	remotely	

• 4	online	group	sessions	held		

• 518	food	deliveries	made	

Con$nued	on	next	page	…..
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Prayer	points	

• Thanks	for	some	successful	funding	bids	that	were	confirmed	just	before	the	
Christmas	break	and	will	give	us	some	security	un9l	the	end	of	our	financial	
year	

• Pray	for	all	those	families	we	support	who	are	struggling	with	their	mental	
health	

• Strength	for	our	prac99oners	who	are	having	to	support	families	remotely	
during	the	lockdown,	that	they	don’t	become	overwhelmed	and	are	able	to	
take	9me	to	rest

As well as her regular update, Nikki sent in the above thank-you to the 
Withyham community for all their efforts on behalf of FSW, and in 

particular thanked Gilly Halcrow for her Zoom talk “A Box of Christmas 
Delights” on December 14th. She reported that FSW received over £900 

from our community over the Christmas period. See also next page.
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Churchwardens’ Notes 
With	an	unwanted	feeling	of	déjà	vu	we	found	ourselves	in	lockdown	again	from	5th	
January,	with	the	resump9on	also	of	shielding	for	the	vulnerable.	Because	of	the	age	
profile	of	our	congrega9on	it	was	decided	to	close	the	church	and	return	to	the	
format	of	services	on	Zoom.	The	Bishop	of	Lewes	has	since	advised,	following	a	
request	from	the	Director	of	Public	Health	and	the	East	Sussex	County	Council,	that	
services	in	church	should	be	suspended	un9l	Covid	cases	in	the	area	decline.	On	a	
posi9ve	note,	the	vaccine	programme	has	begun	in	this	area,	and	we	can	look	
forward	hopefully	to	a	degree	of	normality	returning	by	spring.	

The	seasonal	Christmas	services	were	reduced	because	of	the	Tier	3	regula9ons	in	
force	at	the	9me.			

An	outdoor	Na9vity	play	was	held	at	Buckhurst	Place,	by	kind	permission	of	the	
Patron,	in	dreadful	weather	condi9ons.	Our	thanks	go	to	all	who	took	part,	to	those	
who	prepared	the	stable	and	to	the	Earl	and	Countess	De	La	Warr	for	the	provision	of	
(Covid	friendly!)	refreshments	aQerwards.	

Before	Christmas	we	were	entertained	on	Zoom	to	a	very	enjoyable	and	informa9ve	
presenta9on	by	Gilly	Halcrow	en9tled	“Our	Christmas	Tradi9ons”.	This	generated	a	
substan9al	sum	for	the	Family	Support	Group.	We	offer	our	thanks	to	Gilly	and	to	all	
those	who	donated	so	generously.	

Antony	Cumberland	&	Richard	Halcrow

Family Support Work 
Continued and grateful thanks to everyone who so generously supported our 
Christmas appeal. Last year posed so many problems for us all and as you may 
imagine, with fundraising being practically non-existent, it was a challenge. 
The fantastic Zoom presentation on ‘Our Christmas Traditions’ given by our own 
delightful Gilly Halcrow was absolutely amazing, extremely entertaining and a 
wonderful, uplifting start to the Christmas season. It certainly raised a marvellous 
amount of money too. 
Additionally, the gifts, gift vouchers and cash donations were truly wonderful, enabling 
me to purchase a special chair for the young boy I mentioned to several of you, as 
well as forwarding £965 on to FSW Headquarters. 
Thank you Gilly, and thank you Withyham Church and all the remarkable Withyham 
Community residents who supported FSW. You are all marvellous and I couldn’t do 
what I’m able to without your support and encouragement. 
With my love and biggest hugs to you all -                                 Miriam Boobier
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YOUNG CHURCH

The temptation of Jesus in the Wilderness
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Ken	Washer	(1923-2021)	
Ken	Washer	from	Blackham,	a	survivor	of	the	epic	Second	World	War	Ba^le	of	
Arnhem,	died	peacefully	on	17th	January	aged	97.	
On	13th	October	last	year,	Ken	was	presented	with	a	‘Thank	You	Libera9on	Medal’	by	
the	Dutch	people,	together	with	a	second	medal	to	mark	the	75th	Anniversary	of	the	
Ba^le	of	Arnhem.	Ken,	a	trooper	of	1st	Airborne	Reconnaissance	Squadron	had	
parachuted	into	the	Ba^le	on	17th	September	1944.	He	was	later	captured	during	an	
ambush	and	released	by	Allied	Forces	in	1945.	The	medals	were	presented	to	Ken	at	
home	by	Lt.	Col.	Rob	Arts,	Military	and	Naval	A^aché	from	the	Netherlands	Embassy.	
The	following	is	from	an	ar9cle	which	appeared	in	Kent	Live	News	on	17th	October:	
Ken	joined	the	Army	in	December	1942,	aged	19,	in	Bradford.	He	was	posted	to	the	
Reconnaissance	Corps,	later	volunteering	to	join	its	Airborne	Unit.	In	1943	the	Unit	
was	sent	to	North	Africa	in	prepara9on	for	the	invasion	of	Italy	but	his	reserve	troop	
were	not	needed,	and	returned	to	England.	AQer	several	postponements,	they	were	
deployed	to	the	Market	Garden	Opera9on	in	Holland	to	capture	the	bridge	at	
Arnhem.			
In	his	memoir,	Ken	wrote,	‘It	was	soon	proven	that	an	Airborne	Division	containing	
foot	soldiers	and	jeeps	was	no	match	for	the	German	tanks.’	He	con9nued,	‘The	
failure	to	capture	the	bridge	at	Arnhem,	which	was	the	main	objec$ve	to	enable	the	
Bri$sh	ground	troops	who	were	advancing	towards	the	river	to	cross	over	the	bridge,	
compounded	our	frustra$on.’ AQer	they	ran	out	of	ammuni9on,	Ken	and	others	
spent	much	of	their	9me	seeking	hiding	places	in	houses	and	gardens	in	the	streets	
of	Oosterbeek.	Entrenched	in	a	back	garden,	two	of	those	with	him	were	killed.	He	
was	eventually	captured	in	a	cellar.	
‘So,	for	a	youth	aged	21	it	was	the	prison	camps	and	hard	work	in	a	coal	mine	in	
Czechoslovakia	with	liKle	food,	resul$ng	in	my	losing	about	four	and	half	stone	in	
weight	in	the	next	seven	months,’	he	wrote.	
Towards	the	end	of	the	war,	the	German	guards	marched	them	away	from	the	camp	
and	eventually	they	were	abandoned	for	advancing	Americans	to	find.	‘Before	we	got	
to	England	however,	we	were	de-loused	and	given	new	clothes	and	felt	much	beKer.’		
Being	back	in	England	was	a	relief.	‘We	were	given	12	weeks	leave	and	put	on	double	
ra$ons	to	help	re-build	our	strength,	because	at	that	$me	the	civilians	were	ra$oned,’	
he	said.	
The	squadron	was	disbanded,	and	during	the	last	few	months	of	his	Army	career	he	
was	posted	to	the	Royal	Ar9llery	and	sent	to	Italy.	Ken	later	joined	the	Civil	Service	
where	he	worked	un9l	he	re9red. 
Our	sympathies	go	to	his	widow	Jean	and	her	family	at	this	difficult	9me.
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Tel (01892) 863326 
Fax (01892) 863985

Surgery Update January/February 2021 

COVID Practice Update 

The new strain of COVID has spread rapidly across our locality causing 
much suffering for individuals and great strain in our hospitals.  In order to 
minimise the risk of COVID within our practice, we are contacting as many 
patients as possible by telephone, e-Consultation or video and only patients 
with no possible COVID symptoms attend Hartfield Surgery. We are 
operating social distancing, compulsory face masks for staff and patients, 
hand washing and the one-way system in Hartfield Surgery. We have a limit 
of 3 patients in the waiting room at any one time, so if when you attend an 
appointment it is full, please return to your car and phone the surgery to 
inform us that you are waiting in your car. Please attend any appointments 
alone but if this is not possible due to your needs, please restrict this to only 
one other person. 
We request that any patient who develops possible COVID symptoms within 
48 hours of attending the surgery informs us immediately, obtains an urgent 
COVID test and informs us of the result as soon as possible so that we can 
arrange deep cleaning of any affected areas if the result is positive.  
Unfortunately, COVID can cause a wide variety of early symptoms in 
addition to the three well-known ones of cough, fever and loss of smell. 
Fatigue and headache are frequent early symptoms at all ages and increased 
confusion is common in older people.  The Covid Symptom Study App (C-19 
by ZOE) for smartphone users is a national research project monitoring 
user’s daily symptoms that will advise you to get a COVID test if you report 
any suspicious symptoms.  It provides a valuable source of information about 
COVID and daily reports of disease activity in your area. Please download it 
and participate in some citizen science.



COVID Vaccine Update 

Our entire clinical team, along with all practices in our locality covered by 
the High Weald Primary Care Network (PCN), have offered to work 
whatever additional hours are required to provide COVID vaccination to our 
patients. Unfortunately, the logistics and technicalities around the 
administration of the Pfizer vaccine have required each PCN to nominate a 
single site to deliver these vaccines. Our PCN site is Saxonbury House 
Surgery in Crowborough and it will receive its first batch of 975 vaccines on 
15th January, with two further batches arriving within the following week. 
Our surgery will be allocated 76 vaccines from each batch and we will be on 
track to vaccinate all our patients over the age of 80 by the end of January.  
We are grateful for the leadership role of Saxonbury House Surgery and for 
our own staff who have volunteered to help with the vaccination program. 
We are looking for volunteer marshals from our patient population to assist 
with escorting patients from Waitrose carpark, or from the parking bays 
outside Saxonbury surgery for those with poor mobility, into the surgery for 
vaccination registration and out from the waiting room where they must 
remain for 15 minutes after the vaccination. Anyone wishing to volunteer 
should contact our practice manager by email to michael.wells1@nhs.net.  
Patients will be contacted by the surgery to book their vaccination in line 
with the Government’s priority groups. We are bound by this arrangement, so 
please do not contact the surgery in the hope of securing an earlier 
vaccination because of your perceived risk. We hope that as the Oxford 
AstraZeneca vaccine is rolled out we will be given permission to vaccinate 
from our surgery which would enable us to vaccinate our housebound 
patients and the rest of our practice population quickly and effectively. We 
encourage you all to attend for your vaccine when called for the benefit of 
your own health and that of the wider community. 
We expect to be extremely busy with the vaccination program over the 
coming weeks and, therefore, respectfully ask that you seek updates to the 
vaccination program from the practice website or the local community online 
forums. We remain open, as we have been throughout the pandemic, for all of 
your primary care medical needs.  
Thank you all for your ongoing support and stay safe. 

Dr Andrew Wolfle and Dr Matt James
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Blackham	Christmas	

The	Blackham	Christmas	Service	now	
appears	such	a	long	9me	ago	-	
December	13th	and	in	Tier	2.	
I	was	a	Steward	that	evening,	along	with	
my	husband	Roger.	As	we	entered	the	
Church	aQer	walking	up	the	candle-lit	
path	we	were	met	with	a	beau9fully	
decorated	Church,	a	Christmas	tree	and	
displays	on	all	the	windowsills.	This	li^le	
gem	of	a	Church	had	been	decorated	by	
Team	Blackham	and	I	think	a	big	thank	

you	is	due	to	them	from	all	of	us	who	a^ended.	

We	listened	to	carols	and	readings	-	all	so	very	different	from	the	normal	
sounds	of	Christmas.	Our	Rector	James	spoke	of	what	we	do	and	what	we	
believe	in	our	Chris9an	life.	He	gave	us	a	fine	example	by	way	of	a	charity	
le^er	he	had	recently	received	from	Care	for	the	Family,	run	by	a	man	called	
Rob	Parsons.	He	and	his	wife	Dianne	had	not	been	married	long	when	just	
before	Christmas	there	was	a	knock	on	the	door	and	standing	before	them	
was	a	man	with	a	black	sack	and	a	frozen	chicken.	It	was	Ronnie.	They	had	
first	met	him	at	Sunday	School	when	he	was	a	young	boy.	He	had	learning	
difficul9es	and	spent	most	of	his	life	in	care,	but	now	in	his	late	20s	was	
almost	sleeping	rough.	He	was	invited	in	to	stay	that	evening	and	Dianne	
promised	to	cook	his	chicken.	The	rela9onship	that	began	with	that	visit	
lasted	long	aQer	Dianne	and	Rob	had	had	children	and	those	children	had	
grown	to	adults.	Just	before	Christmas	Ronnie	passed	away	aged	75,	aQer	45	
years	living	with	the	family.	Such	a	tale	of	selflessness	and	mo9va9on	by	
their	Chris9an	Faith,	trying	to	live	their	life	as	Jesus	has	taught	us.	A	fine	
example	to	us	all	in	the	uncertain	9mes	we	live	in.	

Janet	Funnell

A blind person who sees is better than a seeing person who is blind. 
Iranian proverb 

The supreme irony of life is that the more experience we acquire the more we realise 
how little we know. 

Anon
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Based in Withyham. Interiors / 
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 Claire Nash Solicitors
 

When it comes to 
getting legal advice, 
it’s always di!cult to 
know where to go, 
particularly when it’s 
required for matters of 
a more sensitive 
nature.  
Local solicitor, Claire 
Nash, understands the 

stress that going through any legal matter can 
cause, which is why she will do what she can to 
make the process as stress free as possible for 
her clients - whether it’s making a will, 
obtaining equity release, marital a"airs or 
administrating a loved one’s estate.  
Claire also understands the importance of 
being #exible to meet her clients and o"ers an 
out of hours, home visit service if required, be 
it during o!ce hours, evenings or at weekends.  

Wills  
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult 
population in the UK do not have a will. It is 
not as complicated as people may think - a 
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive, 
even when drafted by a quali$ed solicitor. To 
not have a Will in place could mean your assets 
may not go to your chosen bene$ciaries.  

Matrimonial Matters  
If you are considering divorce or separation, or 
if you’ve received a divorce petition from your 
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to 
us. Claire o"ers a free initial consultation where 
you are able to discuss the process and issues 
which concern you most. You’ll be able to 
ascertain whether any further professional 
input is necessary and this initial consultation 
is o"ered on a no obligation basis. You’ve got 
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire $rst.  

Equity Release  
Part of e"ective inheritance tax planning can 
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release 
mortgage on your property. This would allow 
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a 
lump sum payment, perhaps for home 
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to  

a loved one for a deposit on a home for 
example. You should always seek advice from a 
quali$ed independent $nancial advisor to take 
you through your options before engaging the 
services of an equity release solicitor.  

Lasting Power of Attorney  
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document that allows you to appoint a 
person(s) to make decisions about matters 
concerning you if you ever become unable to 
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the 
chance to appoint those you know and trust to 
make decisions that are in your best interests 
when you are at your most vulnerable.  

Probate  
Probate may be required when a loved one 
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing 
and distribution of the person’s estate 
according to their Will (if they left one) or 
according to the law of intestacy (if they did 
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay 
money up front on a probate matter - fees and 
disbursements are paid from the estate monies 
when they become available.  
If you $nd yourself in need of legal advice in 
any of the above matters, remember Claire 
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the 
highest professional service and advice, whilst 
always being approachable, personal, caring 
and committed to helping you achieve your 
desired outcomes, and they’re local.  

Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or 
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.  

www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk


