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Parish Registers – March 2021 
Funerals 
On 25th February the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham of 
Rosemary GOOLDEN (Forge Cottage, Withyham) who died on 24th January 
2021 aged 98, followed by cremation at Wealden Crematorium, Horam. 

On 10th March the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham of 
Robert Earnshaw MURRAY WILLIS (Rectory Wing, Withyham) who died on 6th 
February 2021 aged 68, followed by cremation at the Kent & Sussex 
Crematorium, Tunbridge Wells.

Church Calendar - April 2021 
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Withyham Church reopens for Easter, subject to the same constraints that were in force 
prior to the last lockdown. 

Friday 2nd April: Good Friday  Service of Reflection (email / online) 

Sunday 4th: Easter Day 09.30am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Easter Communion (Church) 

Wednesday 7th 6.00pm Evensong (Zoom) 

Sunday 11th: 1st after Easter 10.00am Family Service (Church)  
 11.00am Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

Wednesday 14th 6.00pm Evensong (Zoom)  

Sunday 18th: 2nd after Easter 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Matins (Church) 

Wednesday 21st 6.00pm Evensong (Zoom) 

Sunday 25th: 3rd after Easter 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Matins (Church) 

Wednesday 28th 6.00pm Evensong (Zoom) 

Sunday 2nd May: 4th after Easter 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Holy Communion (Church)
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Letter from the Rectory – April 2021 

Dear Friends, 

There is a story about a taxi driver and a vicar.  Seeing his passenger’s dog collar, 
the taxi driver remarked over his shoulder, “I feel sorry for you Christians.”  He 
looked anything but sorry – his shoulders were shaking with laughter.  “There 
you all are,” he went on, “you pin everything on your belief  in an after-life.  You 
work, pray … and then when you get to the end, you’ll discover there’s nothing 
there after all!”  

The vicar laughed too - it seemed the right response.  “That’s all very well,” he 
said, “but supposing I am wrong – there’s no heaven, no after-life or anything 
like that.  Even so, I still win!  Here I am, deluded, making my way through life, 
firm in my conviction that life isn’t the product of  chance.  I believe with 
millions of  others that we are here on this world for a purpose, and that a man 
called Jesus Christ has beaten back death on behalf  of  us all.  In my delusion, 
I’m motivated by the sense of  his presence with me every day.  So, when I come 
to the end of  my days, I go out into eternity believing that my energies have been 
spent for a lasting purpose.  And then, if  you are right, I won’t even have the 
disappointment of  knowing that I was wrong!” 

“But you,” the vicar continued, warming to his theme, “suppose that you are 
wrong and I am right.  There you are, struggling to make a living and to earn 
enough money to keep yourself  together – and you don’t even know why!  You 
try to make sense of  existence, living life off  your own batteries and hoping for 
the best.  You fight off  illness and decay for as long as possible, but in the end 
you have to accept that you will die.  And then you are in for a terrible shock – 
you will find yourself  confronted by the very person you have ignored all your 
life.  You’ll realise that everything you have been living for was wasted - it has all 
been for nothing.  Now, just supposing …”. But the taxi-driver wasn’t listening 
any more – he was busy doing a U-turn.  If  only he could have done the same 
with his thinking, the vicar reflected. 

The vicar who told this story was Richard Bewes, one-time Rector of  All Souls 
Church, Langham Place in Central London.  He concludes, ‘Was Jesus really 
raised from the dead?  Millions of  people have come to the breath-taking 
conclusion that something really did happen on that first Easter Day – 
something that can change each of  our lives.’ 

Happy Easter! 
James Campbell
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YOUNG CHURCH



























01892 770288 

07490 550559 
Nickalls-decor@outlook.com 

Based in Withyham. Interiors / 
exteriors, domestic & 

commercial, small or large 
projects, wallpapering, 

furniture painting and more. 

Facebook: Nickalls Decor


