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Parish Registers – April 2021 
Funeral 
On 26th March the funeral took place at St. Michael’s Church, Withyham of Ann 
HYNES of Neaves Park, Cotchford Hill, Hartfield who died at the Hospice in the 
Weald on 12th March 2021 aged 68, followed by burial in the Churchyard.

Church Calendar - May 2021 
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham 

Sunday 2nd: 4th after Easter 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Holy Communion (Church) 

Sunday 9th: 5th after Easter 9.30am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Rogation Service (Rectory) 
 6.30pm Evensong (Church) 

Sunday 16th: The Sunday after Ascension Day 
 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Matins (Church) 

Sunday 23rd: Pentecost (Whit Sunday) 
 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Holy Communion (Church) 

Sunday 30th: Trinity Sunday 9.30am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Matins, Blackham 
 6.30pm Evensong (Church) 

Sunday 6th June: 1st after Trinity 10.00am Breakfast Church (Zoom)  
 11.00am Holy Communion (Church) 

Services remain subject to Covid-19 regulations, including the wearing of a face-
covering in Church and singing only permitted outside.
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Letter from the Rectory – May 2021 

Dear Friends, 

In October, the BBC’s ‘Songs of  Praise’ celebrates 60 years.  Last autumn, Katie 
Piper joined the team.  She is perhaps best known for her incredible bravery in 
coping with severe facial burns and blindness in one eye after an acid attack 
arranged by an ex-boyfriend.   

Katie wasn’t brought up in a Christian home and religion really played no part in 
her life until the brutal acid attack in 2008.  Lying in a hospital bed in agony, 
severely disfigured, she remembers not wanting to look at anyone or anyone to 
look at her, of  being scared of  people and scared of  the world.  

A brave nurse spoke to her about God in the hospital.  “Had anyone known”, 
Katie said, “she would probably have been sacked for breaking ethics.  But she 
was just doing it out of  Christian kindness to comfort me.  I remember her 
telling me, “Things happen for a reason.  This is not the end.  God has great 
things in store for you.”  That night I prayed for the first time.  Then the 
weirdest thing happened.  The room seemed incredibly bright, and I felt I was 
being enveloped in a warm hug. A voice in my head said, ‘Everything’s going to 
be OK.”  I felt an incredible sense of  being loved.”  

When she left hospital, Katie joined a church and started exploring the Christian 
Faith.  She went on to say how much her local church leaders supported her … 
“They were a massive part of  my recovery, and so was God and faith.”  Katie’s 
gruelling journey to recovery has involved more than 200 operations, including 
pioneering surgery to reconstruct her face and restore her vision.  Last 
November she celebrated her fifth wedding anniversary with Richard Sutton; 
they have two daughters, Belle and Penelope.   

Amongst many other things, Katie has survived being on ‘Strictly Come 
Dancing’, despite never actually having watched the show until she took to the 
dance floor, and featuring in ‘Hello’ Magazine.  More importantly, she founded 
the ‘Katie Piper Foundation’ to help victims of  burns and other disfiguring 
injuries and released a best-selling autobiography. She and her mother both 
appeared as guests on an edition of  ‘Songs of  Praise’ last year when she spoke 
about her journey of  faith. 

James Campbell
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ROGATION SERVICE 2021

A Rogation Service will be held at Withyham on Sunday 9th 
May at 11.00am.  

Weather permitting, the service will be held outside the Rectory 
and include a short procession, with singing (legally!), Bible 
readings and prayer as we follow a short circuit below the lake 
blessing the growing crops and animals.

Originally such services involved walking the parish boundaries.  
This developed from the earlier practice of taking small boys 
around the parish boundaries and knocking their heads on 
boundary stones so they wouldn’t forget!  Thankfully today, at 
least in some ways, we live in kinder times.

JMC

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

The Annual Meeting this year will be on Monday 17th May at 
7.00pm in Withyham Church.

The majority of last year was, of course, the quietest in living 
memory.  However, this gathering will still provide an opportunity 
both to reflect on what has gone before as well as to look 
forward to what lies ahead. We shall approve the accounts and 
hold elections, including for a new Churchwarden.  The meeting 
shouldn’t last more than an hour.
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YOUNG CHURCH

C H U R C H W P J X S C P Y K
R A T W R G H E V H X X S I J
R W V C S O W N A B D F T S U
C R E T W D F T P R X V X K I
M H I X I A H E L R R U T T I
D Z R G N G V C E I A U O M J
Q I N I D Q R O B P D Y N N J
R Y S C S T C S A E C Z E P L
H M I C N T Q T V Q V D A R H
G Z A E I M I P G B J P C T E
E J L D O P L A H R F M C N A
X O M F S X L O N V B A O C V
A R E J O I C E V I H Q R U E
O F E M P U E T N E T R D Q N
H O L Y S P I R I T O Y J Q F

CHRISTIANITY
PENTECOST
HOLY SPIRIT

DISCIPLE
LOVE

CHURCH

PRAYER
HEAVEN
WIND

GOD
REJOICE

ONE ACCORD

WORD SEARCH
Search for words that describe the Pentecost from Acts 2.

BibleWise

Copyright © 2014, BibleWise. All Rights Reserved.  Activity by Kathryn Wojno .   
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Open Garden 
Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, 
Crowborough, TN6 1TH 

Saturday May 8th - 11am to 5pm 

In aid of Hospice in the Weald 

Children and dogs welcome 

Entrance £5 - children free 

It is intended that refreshments will be available as in previous years, but 
this is weather-dependent since Covid restrictions dictate that they must be 

served outside. Fingers crossed for a sunny day!

Christian Aid Week 
10th – 16th May 2021 

The annual street to street collection takes place this year from Monday 
10th to Sunday 16th May. 

As in previous years we will not be undertaking a street to street 
collection in Withyham, but a Christian Aid envelope is enclosed with 
this magazine and you are invited to give as generously as you are 
able towards their valuable work. Please place the envelope in the 
receptacle provided at the entrance to St Michael & All Angels church 
during Christian Aid Week. Alternatively, if you are unable to attend any 
church services at Withyham in Christian Aid Week, you may deliver 
the envelope to the Rectory. Please also complete the Gift Aid 
declaration on the envelope if you are a tax payer. 

Any queries, please contact Barry Davis on 01892 664162.
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

South East Open Studios … 4th to 20th June 2021 

Now in our 24th year, with more than 200 artists taking part, SEOS is one of the most 
established annual arts events in the South East.  
 
South East Open Studios is a fantastic opportunity for artists to open the doors of their 
studios and meet people who are interested in them, their process and work.  
 
All artists in the South East are eligible to take part, provided they are living or working in 
Kent and the fringes of East Sussex, which provides an incredible breadth of practise and 
wealth of talent.  
 
As one of our art lovers said: “SEOS is one of those events I really look forward to - you 
get to see so much creativity AND explore the most beautiful countryside - great fun for 
all the family.”  
 
The event is on from 4th to 20th June, and is supported by a full colour high quality 
guide; up to 30,000 copies are printed and distributed to targeted outlets across the 
South East.  
 
Alongside the event we run a year-long online campaign designed to promote our artists 
across all our platforms, reaching over 8,000 art lovers.  
 
Our aim is to enable the art loving public to meet artists, engage with arts and crafts as 
an industry and artists as local business people.  
 
We don’t know exactly how this year is going to look, but whatever happens, we will do 
everything we can to get our artists out there and connected with people who want to 
meet them and learn more about them.  
 
Our members practise painting, printmaking, pottery and ceramics, jewellery, glass and 
wood work, sculpting, textile art, digital work, illustration and mixed media. Our area 
stretches from Edenbridge to Ramsgate, Rochester to Hastings … and everywhere in 
between!  
 
Make sure you are following us @seopenstudios on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter, 
check out our website to see more work from our artists SEOS-art.org and keep up to 
date with news and features by signing up to our mailing list. 











01892 770288 

07490 550559 
Nickalls-decor@outlook.com 

Based in Withyham. Interiors / 
exteriors, domestic & 

commercial, small or large 
projects, wallpapering, 

furniture painting and more. 

Facebook: Nickalls Decor



 Claire Nash Solicitors
 

When it comes to 
getting legal advice, 
it’s always di!cult to 
know where to go, 
particularly when it’s 
required for matters of 
a more sensitive 
nature.  
Local solicitor, Claire 
Nash, understands the 

stress that going through any legal matter can 
cause, which is why she will do what she can to 
make the process as stress free as possible for 
her clients - whether it’s making a will, 
obtaining equity release, marital a"airs or 
administrating a loved one’s estate.  
Claire also understands the importance of 
being #exible to meet her clients and o"ers an 
out of hours, home visit service if required, be 
it during o!ce hours, evenings or at weekends.  

Wills  
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult 
population in the UK do not have a will. It is 
not as complicated as people may think - a 
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive, 
even when drafted by a quali$ed solicitor. To 
not have a Will in place could mean your assets 
may not go to your chosen bene$ciaries.  

Matrimonial Matters  
If you are considering divorce or separation, or 
if you’ve received a divorce petition from your 
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to 
us. Claire o"ers a free initial consultation where 
you are able to discuss the process and issues 
which concern you most. You’ll be able to 
ascertain whether any further professional 
input is necessary and this initial consultation 
is o"ered on a no obligation basis. You’ve got 
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire $rst.  

Equity Release  
Part of e"ective inheritance tax planning can 
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release 
mortgage on your property. This would allow 
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a 
lump sum payment, perhaps for home 
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to  

a loved one for a deposit on a home for 
example. You should always seek advice from a 
quali$ed independent $nancial advisor to take 
you through your options before engaging the 
services of an equity release solicitor.  

Lasting Power of Attorney  
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document that allows you to appoint a 
person(s) to make decisions about matters 
concerning you if you ever become unable to 
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the 
chance to appoint those you know and trust to 
make decisions that are in your best interests 
when you are at your most vulnerable.  

Probate  
Probate may be required when a loved one 
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing 
and distribution of the person’s estate 
according to their Will (if they left one) or 
according to the law of intestacy (if they did 
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay 
money up front on a probate matter - fees and 
disbursements are paid from the estate monies 
when they become available.  
If you $nd yourself in need of legal advice in 
any of the above matters, remember Claire 
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the 
highest professional service and advice, whilst 
always being approachable, personal, caring 
and committed to helping you achieve your 
desired outcomes, and they’re local.  

Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or 
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.  

www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk




