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Church Calendar - August 2021
St. Michael & All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham
(all services at Withyham Church unless stated)

Sunday 1st: 9% after Trinity 10.00am  Out-of-Doors Family Service, Rectory
Garden

11.00am  Holy Communion
6.30pm  Evensong

Sunday 8t: 107 after Trinity 11.00am  Matins

Sunday 15%: /% after Trinity ~ 10.00am  Family Service
11.00am  Matins
6.30pm  Evensong

Sunday 220d: 12 after Trinity ~ 10.00am  Family Service
11.00am  Matins

Sunday 29th: 13 afterTrinity 9.30am  Zoom Church
11.00am  Matins, Blackham
6.30pm  Songs of Praise

Sunday 5t September: 14 after Trinity
10.00am  Out-of-Doors Family Service
11.00am  Holy Communion
6.30pm  Evensong

Provision will be made for those who wish to use hand sanitiser, socially distance or
wear a face-covering in Church.

Parish Registers — July 2021

Marriages
On 3 July the marriage took place at St. Michael & All Angels Church,
Withyham of James Michael CROUCH-BAKER and Emma Rebecca STILL.

On 16t July the marriage took place at St. Michael & All Angels Church,
Withyham of James Anthony Frederick JOHNSON & Kathryn (‘Kate’) Ruth
HARDWIDGE.

Funeral

On 25t June the funeral took place at Kent and Sussex Crematorium, Tunbridge
Wells of Frederick (‘Fred’) William STILLWELL of 48 Balls Green, Withyham
who died on 19t May 2021 aged 85.
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From the Rectory

Dear Friends,

Monday 19t July was supposed to be ‘Freedom Day’. Rather like those
who set out for France in late Summer 1914 thinking that it would all be
over by Christmas, we are realising that we shall have to learn to live with
Coronavirus and with the new variants that it will spawn.

Freedom can be much longed for but turn out to be a disappointment.

One person’s freedom can be another’s imprisonment. Few examples of
freedom are as clear-cut as Nelson Mandela’s release after 27 years in prison
on 11t February 1990; that truly was freedom. His ability to show no
malice towards his captors or the custodians of Apartheid, either then or
when Black Majority rule finally came to South Africa and he became
President, remains one of the most inspirational episodes of our lifetimes.

The song Swing low, sweet chariots, coming for to carry me home’ was written by
Wallace Willis, a freed slave from Nineteenth Century Oklahoma. One
interpretation of it is that if a slave heard this song, he’d know he had to be
ready to escape as a band of angels were coming to take him to freedom;
the railroad (the ‘sweet chariot’) was coming South (‘swing low’) to take him
to the North, to freedom (‘carry me home’).

Apparently the song was first adopted by English rugby fans in 1988
following 15 defeats in 23 matches. Their desperation was for a more
limited form of freedom. Just last year the RFU approved the song’s use —
with some reservations — as a means, they stated, of improving diversity
and inclusion across all areas of the game.

Freedom for the Christian is a much broader concept. In Galatians 5:1, St.
Paul declares enigmatically, 17 is for freedom that Christ bas set us free.” There is a
widespread belief today that freedom is the ability to choose whatever life
we want to live, with a minimum of external restraints. In contrast, Paul’s
radical teaching is that the Christian freedom is about being set free from
being a slave to ourselves, to self-centredness, and being free to be a slave to
others, to self-giving.

Enjoy your freedom!

James Campbell



7

Churchwardens’ Notes

We are delighted that Church services have returned to normal with the
robed choir and singing in the church. The ban on singing has made us
realise the important part music plays in our services.

The Withyham fete was a great success despite poor weather; Michael Stone
is to be congratulated on his organisation. Thanks also goes to Julie Ruse
for her excellent publicity work, all the other people from Withyham and
the Church who manned the stalls and to those stoic people who ignored
the rain and attended.

James Campbell, Richard Halcrow and Jill Pardey attended the
Archdeacon’s visitation at All Saints, Crowborough, when the
Churchwardens were sworn in.

Richard Halcrow & Jill Pardey

SERVICES in CHURCH with effect from 1st August

Following the changes in Government regulations from 19t July, and both
a recent Risk Assessment meeting - with the revised C of E Coronavirus
guidance - and a PCC meeting, the following has been agreed:

IN CHURCH: Those wishing to maintain social distancing and perhaps
wear a face covering will be encouraged to sit in the Northern half of the
Church (on the left looking at the altar, both the central aisle and side aisle);
hand sanitiser will also remain available. This arrangement will be reviewed
after Sunday’s service and regularly thereafter. Minor modifications will be
in place for Communion services. There will be no refreshments anyhow
until September.

Singing is now permitted; our robed choir have returned to lead our
worship at 11.00am after a period of over 16 months.

PATTERN of SERVICES: Family Services at 10.00am in Church (one
Out-of-Doors, weather permitting) and Matins (inc. one Communion) at
11.00am weekly; three services of Evensong in August, returning to weekly
at 6.30pm from September; petiodic Zooms at 9.30/10.00am. The pattern
to be reviewed in February.

For full details, please see the Calendar of Services.

JMC






June’s work in numbers

¢ 235individual visits and 201 support calls with families supporting 35
grandparents, 310 parents and 319 children

* 31 supported meetings with other agencies carried out remotely
¢ 27 online group sessions held
* 368 food deliveries made

Prayer points

® Pray that our new administrators will settle quickly into their roles and soon
feel part of the team

® That our staff will be able to recharge during much-needed time off over the
coming weeks, especially those who have had to take on more than usual
over the last 18 months

®  Pray for success with some large funding bids that have recently been
submitted and would provide vital core income if successful

*** See also page 19....... *E X

Family
I Support

Work CURRENTLY IN NEED OF:

BREAKFAST CEREALS TINNED VEGETABLES
RICE TINNED PULSES

TtA TINNED FRUIT

JAM BAKED BEANS
TABLE SAUCES PASTA SAUCE

FOOD BANK WISH LIST

Sour TINNED PASTA (EC.
TOILETRIES RAVIOLE)

WE HAVE ENOUGH OF:
DRIED PASTA NAPPIES TINNED TOMATOES
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YOUNG CHURCH

The Mystery of the Trinity

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He R
will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you

what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will

receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine.

That is why | said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to

you.” John 16:13-15 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on John 16:12-15

CCHURZMSPEAKEHA
TCEMJECBFLQKUJET
PONGWYVCTI UK I EAE
WMV LKCVESPEWSRL
O EQOQB B ¥ I PRFILS L
QSDRFELMUV I FUTK
KHEI AL NTFSERPJE
MWRFTOXRUGUMHI KS
ECOYHNTUCHTI ATX
RVZGEGBTAQUAMATEE
ZORYRERSXAXHARLDGSGE G O
KMVEAWJTZOKNOWN
NI WLNQNTAJWFLUX
MNPUYQUQFRLPAMDO
T EERXGEWCEGU 1 DERP
TRUTH FATHER RECEIVE KNOWN GUIDE
MAKE SPEAK BELONGS SPIRIT MINE

GLORIFY COMES TRUTH HEARS TELL
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Blackham Village Hall — Re-opening

We are delighted to confirm that following recent
Government announcements we now feel able to re-open the
village hall safely. The hall has had a thorough deep clean and
is now all sparkly ready to welcome everyone back. The
monthly markets will re-start on

SATURDAY 7™ AUGUST 10.00AM - 12.30PM

There will be a slightly different look with fewer stalls and more space for the Café so
you can meet your friends and we can keep everyone safe. Don’t worry though; all
your favourite stalls will still be there! Please bear with us as we implement the
changes and introduce new ways of doing things (NB: please note that at the
moment we can only take cash).

We very much look forward to seeing you again.
Blackham Village Hall Management Committee

On 29th June 2021 The Cowden, Hartfield and District branch met for the first
time since the pandemic began to celebrate our Branch Centenary and one hundred
years of comradeship and support. Our Branch Life President, Simon Bland KCVO
presented the Centenary Pennant to the Standard and led the celebrations by cutting a
commemorative cake. The reception was hosted by our Branch President, Ann Cleeve
MBE and Chairman, Andrew Izod. Presentations were also made to Toby Castle, Youth
Member, who was appointed Deputy Branch Standard Bearer, and to James Castle
who was presented with a Royal British Legion Centenary Award for Passion.

As a branch we always welcome new members. Anyone over 11 years old may join. You
do not have to have a service background. For further details please contact the
Secretary on 07766 747601 or CowdenHartfield.Secretary@rbl.community

You can also follow us on Facebook at Cowden, Hartfield and District Branch - Royal
British Legion.






CAN YOU SPARE
HALF A DAY?

Volunteer Opportunities

The Shop at
Groombridge Post Office

HELP KEEP THIS VITAL HUB OPEN.

To support the Post Office
we need volunteers to run the shop.

If you can spare half a day a week,
morning, or afternoon we need you!

Interested?
Please contact Stephanie administration@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
to request a volunteer information pack, which contains all the
information you need, as well as an application!

What’s in it for you?
Boost your CV! Meet new people. Learn new skills.
Build confidence! Get out of the house for a while.
There are many positives to giving some of your free time. Volunteering
not only enriches the lives of others, but yours as well.

Background
To retain a Post Office in Groombridge, Withyham Parish Council has
bought the existing Groombridge Post Office building and set up a
Community Interest Company to run the post office and shop.

We hope to make the shop a thriving business that can attract
customers as well as subsidise the post office.

WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS THIS COULD BE IN JEOPARDY

Come and be part of something special
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¢¢¢ PUZZLE CORNER 9797

Quote Drop: Simply drop the letters into the grid, to form a witty quotation.

G E E I DA FAEDE I CEPB A I T E E|N
I'"H M I H/I|T F G E N N T S H D S W I |T S
LI N T T S N R S U u I E T Y

T S u s

Os & Xs: Fill the grid with Os and Xs, without
making 3 in a row horizontally, vertically or
diagonally. For instance, the top square in the
. . O | 4thcolumnmust be an X because of the two
Os to the right of it. Then, the second square
down in that column has to be a O because it
lies between two Xs. Andsoon.......

2 8
7 8
3
8
6 9 2 Sudoku: You all know how these work..........
]

5

1 8
3

Answers on page 16
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ERENCE.BETWEEN

I F F
GENIUS.AND.STUPIDITY.
Quote Drop
AT

GENIUS.HAS.ITS

This quote is often attributed to Albert Einstein, and it does sound like the sort of thing
he might have said. Unfortunately, it is unlikely that he ever did, and he certainly didnt
coin it as it had been circulating in various forms since the 1860s, before he was born.
Aninteresting fact about Einstein is that he is reputed to be one of the exceedingly few
people ever to have drawn a bow across the famous "Messiah” Stradivarius violin, which
now resides in the Ashmolean Museum. This priceless violin is distinguished by its very
fine state of preservation, due to the fact that it has hardly ever been played. Einstein
(a very capable violinist) is said to have done so however, during a visit to the London
premises of WE Hill & Sons.

X 0 0 . X 0 0 X
X 0 o..o 0 X xi
0O X X 00 X X 0 0 X
X 000 X X 0 0 X X 0
O|X|X|0/0|X|X] O o. Os & Xs: | hope this
X 0 0 X X 0.X.0 ‘noughty’ puzzle didnt
O X X 0 0 X X 0 0 x| makeyoutoo cross!
X 00 X X 00 X X O
O X X 0 0 X X 0 0 X
X . 0 X . 0 0 X X 0
X 0O X 0 X X O.L
9 3 2|7 8 5|1 4 6
5 6 1|3 2 4|9 7 8
7 4 8|9 6 3 2 5
3 5 7|6 4 8|2 1 9 Sudoku
6 1 4|5 9 2|8 3 7
8 2 9|1 7 3|5 6 4
4 9 5|2 6|7 8 3
1 8 3[4 5 7|6 9 2
2 7 6|8 94 5 1
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Whether you were:

Baking, Making, Growing or Showing,
Running, Dancing, Playing or Throwing
Eating, Drinking or BBQ'ing,
Hosting, Opening, Judging, Announcing
Sorting, Collecting, Posting, Dismantling
Giving ....
and So Much More

Thank you aII for making our Fete a

SUCCESS!










TREE SURGERY

Professional Tree Care Service

N\ Nickalls Decar
01 892 770288 Fully Qualified & Insured Team
Felling and Stump Re:\'novd
07490 550559 mnm m‘;’;mm
v Hedgecutling

Nickalls-decor@outlook.com
Get in Touch for Free Consultation and Advice

qued in Wifhthm. Interiors / T: 01342 851 385 M: 07808 645 800
1 H W: www.katsuragardens.co.uk
exteriors, domestic & bbbz ook’
commercial, small or large

projects, wallpapering, o

furniture painting and more. -, Y 2~
KATSURAIGARDENS Nz
Facebook: Nickalls Decor LANDSCAPING & TREE SURGERY BALI

W@@@SMW

ARBORICULTUAAL

PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE & RURAL SERVICES

HARTFIELD, EAST SUSSEX

- ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY PROVIDERS OF PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE &

- STUMP REMOVAL HONEST TREE CARE THROUGHOUT SUSSEX AND

- 'L'iﬂgEv“E”gET;z‘TﬁwN e KENT. DELIVERING HIGH STANDARDS OF WORK T0
: DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CLIENTS. FREE

- FORESTRY AND WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
R TR ADVICE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTES & HELPFUL

- FIREWOOD AND LOG SPLITTING SERVICES GUIDANCE ON THE FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF
- 24HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT YOUR TREES.

EMAIL - DAN@WOODSMITHTREES.CO.UK  MOBILE - 07772 926217
WEBSITE - WWW.WOODSMITHTREES.CO.UK




Claire Nash Solicitors

When it comes to
getting legal advice,
it's always difficult to
know where to go,
particularly when it’s
required for matters of
a more sensitive
nature.

Local solicitor, Claire
Nash, understands the
stress that going through any legal matter can
cause, which is why she will do what she can to
make the process as stress free as possible for
her clients - whether it’s making a will,
obtaining equity release, marital affairs or
administrating a loved one’s estate.

Claire also understands the importance of
being flexible to meet her clients and offers an
out of hours, home visit service if required, be
it during office hours, evenings or at weekends.

Wills
It is estimated that over 60% of the adult
population in the UK do not have a will. It is
not as complicated as people may think - a
simple Will can be surprisingly inexpensive,
even when drafted by a qualified solicitor. To
not have a Will in place could mean your assets
may not go to your chosen beneficiaries.

Matrimonial Matters
If you are considering divorce or separation, or
if you've received a divorce petition from your
spouse or civil partner, please come and talk to
us. Claire offers a free initial consultation where
you are able to discuss the process and issues
which concern you most. You'll be able to
ascertain whether any further professional
input is necessary and this initial consultation
is offered on a no obligation basis. You've got
nothing to lose by speaking to Claire first.

Equity Release
Part of effective inheritance tax planning can
sometimes involve obtaining an equity release
mortgage on your property. This would allow
you to remain in your home whilst you enjoy a
lump sum payment, perhaps for home
improvements, a luxury purchase or as a gift to

a loved one for a deposit on a home for
example. You should always seek advice from a
qualified independent financial advisor to take
you through your options before engaging the
services of an equity release solicitor.

Lasting Power of Attorney
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal
document that allows you to appoint a
person(s) to make decisions about matters
concerning you if you ever become unable to
make those decisions yourself. It gives you the
chance to appoint those you know and trust to
make decisions that are in your best interests
when you are at your most vulnerable.

Probate
Probate may be required when a loved one
passes away. Essentially it means the accessing
and distribution of the person’s estate
according to their Will (if they left one) or
according to the law of intestacy (if they did
not leave a Will). You will not need to pay
money up front on a probate matter - fees and
disbursements are paid from the estate monies
when they become available.
If you find yourself in need of legal advice in
any of the above matters, remember Claire
Nash Solicitors aim to provide you with the
highest professional service and advice, whilst
always being approachable, personal, caring
and committed to helping you achieve your
desired outcomes, and they're local.

Call Claire Nash Solicitors on 01892 731 082 or
email info@clairenashsolicitors.co.uk.

www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

CLAIRE NASH

SOLICITORS







Spa Qil
SERVICES
Heating Oil

Competitive prices
f Friendly, helpful service
Red Diesel

Call : 01892 615400

www.spaoilservices.co.uk

KING’S HALL, WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour.

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 770347
or email Meg Stafford on megstafford@me.com
or Rick Hunnam on rickhunnam@hotmail.com

here to help you your business

Printing | Graphic Design | CAD Design

01 342 323700 Open Monday to Friday

emsdesignandprint.co.uk 8.30am - 5pm

designandprint Just call in

Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead




